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T Series 





INNOVATORS IN SOUND 




surround package has the makings of a class-leader .' 



T105, What Hi-Fi? Sound & Vision, March 2011. 



If you've heard flat screen TV speakers 
that sound as thin as they look, our new 
ultra-low profileT Series will come 
as a revelation. 

Thanks to a radically innovative new 
low profile bass driver and a large new 
vented tweeter ingeniously packed into 
one of the slimmest cabinets around, 


it has the power to surround you with 
high definition three-dimensional sound 
o' startling realism. 

For acoustic integrity, they effortlessly 
outperform many high quality 
conventions' home theatre 
systems. Seriously 



T105 System 


With three different systems to choose 
from, all you have to do is decide which 

best suits your home. 



***** 


March 2011 
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Home Cinema Choice is about choosing and using 
the best AV gear around, so our annual Best Buy 
Awards represent a chance to honour the cream of 

the crop. Whether you’re Looking for a 
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nendous TV, an astounding amp or stunnin 

makers, this issue we’ll guide you to the most 

impressive buys of the past 12 months! 
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There a tremendous B5in TV from Panasonic on page 24 
(we can J t afford it, but we can dream); a superb amp from 



on page 76, and the long-awaited Virgin TiVo PVR on page 84, 


All this, plus our unrivalled Blu-ray disc roundup and an exclusive 

Look at Hollywood’s most challenging movie restorations. It’s 

enough to make you glad the weather’s still lousy! 
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Chris Jenkins: 

Industry veteran Chris 
remembers when movies 
came on stone ta blets 


Mark Craven: 

HCCs Deputy Editor is as 
passionate about AV gear as 
he is about Jason Statham 




Anton van Beek: 

Anton's love of cinema 
makes him the fount of all 

movie knowledge 



James Waldron: 

"aksng on our tech testing 
rails on James' in-depth 

audio engineering skills 



Jill Lubet kin: 

Jill’s magazine skills mean 

that even the techiest 

articles make perfect sense 



John Hook: 

Ait Editor John was here 
when amps were all silver 
the first time around 
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BULLETIN 

The place for hot products, trends 
and technology. Starts,,, p7 
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Find out why ASUS’s Eee Pad Transformer 
tablet is getting AV fans excited 

08 State of the Art 

High-end specialist Loewe adds a touch 
of glamour to TV with its new Art 46 LED 

09 Panasonic swims the 

channels 

Hands on with the brand’s 22.1-cha nr el 
virtual surround sound Blu-ray systems 

10 Toshiba joins passive 
massive 

New passive 3DTV on the way, 
plus CE VO-powered LED screens 

11 Going underground 

Sanctum 3D prepares to unleash 
stereoscopic HD thrills on Glu-ray this June 

12 EchoStar Sling Loads PVR 

Groundbreaking set-top box marries 
Freesat HD PVR with SlingBox networking 

19 Tech diary 

Your guide to the month ahead 



FEATURES 

In-depth interviews and special 
reports. Starts... p2G 

20 Demo screen 

Rediscover a bullet-proof case for surround 
sound sonics as we enter The Matrix 

28 Certified: AV-hoLic! 

Another HCC reader shares the secrets 
behind his AV setup 

92 Finishing touches 

We round up the latest AV accessories 


COVER 
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f Big is always best m 

Panasonic puts on a monster show with 
its mammoth new 85in 3D plasma 


TECH LABS 

Our guar antee to you: 

Equipment reviewed In Home Cinema 

Choice is measured and quantified by 

Future Tech La bs, which for more tha n 
15 years has set the standard for 
Independent AV test & measurement, 
The findings of the Tech Labs are used 
to underpin the subjective opinions of our 
Reviews team, ensuring that you receive 
the best possible advice when it comes 

to planning your next purchase 



CO-STARRING 

This issue’s team of expert writers are the best qualified in the business 



Adam Ray n e r: 

The UK's foremost expert in 
extreme audio writes about 
bass, hi-fi and cartoons 



Richard Ste venson: 

Industry veteran and former 

Editor of UK CE trade 

journal ERJ 



Steve May: 

HCCs former Editor-in- 
CNef is one of the UK's 
most respecter! AV journos 



Danny Phillips: 

-omner editor of What 
Video & High-Definition TV 
and dedicated AV boffin 



Martin Pipe: 

Technology specialist 
Martin co-devefoped HCCs 

“eth lab operation 



Adrian Justins: 

Made his name as the editor 
of What Video & TV and 
What Home Cinema 
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PLAYBACK 

HCCs software experts cast a critical 
eye over the latest DVD and Biu-ray 
titles. Starts... p99 
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Su bscri be! 

Save money on 
the world’s best 
AV mag and get 
an Alphason High 
Speed with Ethernet 

HDMl cable 
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REVIEWS 

With a focus on performance, these 
are in-depth tests you can trust... p55 
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60 Anthen 

High-end AVR from Canadian marque 

64 JVC DU 

Projector offers epic bigscreen 3D thrills 

67 Toshiba Stor.ETV+ 

Multimedia hard disk with HDMl output 

680nkyo TX-NR609 

Killer next-gen AVR with 4K-upscallng 

70 Screen Excellence 
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Acoustically transparent projector screen 

72 Samsung BD-D6900 

3D Blu-ray meets Freeview HD 
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Tiny 5.1 sub/sat system with plenty of bite 

78 Panasonic DMP-BD75 

Remember when 6D decks weren't alL 3D? 
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Invisible speakers with hi-quality drivers 
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82 Onkyo BD-SP 

Old school BD deck built for high-end AV 

84 Virgin Media 
Powered by TiVo 

Advanced PVR tech is back with a bang] 
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Columnar 00 


Great value fioorstanders create big sound 


PLUS... 

106 How we test 

inside the HCC Tech Lab 

109 Feedback 

For tech queries or plain old moaning, 
there’s no better venue! 

114 Next issue 

We reveal Britain's best home cinemas 
at this year’s CEDI A Awards 
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around £380 (or £430 for the tablet with a nifty 
hinged keypad dock), this oddly titled but very tasty 
piece of tech caught our attention by virtue of its 
lOin LED backlit, 1,280 x 800 screen, Android 3.0 
Honeycomb operating system, Adobe Flash 10.2 
support (vital for online HD video streaming), 
mini HDMI output and built-in 5RS Sound Technology 
with 5.1 audio support. 
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.../ersaldeckissurefo 
...irthe kind of exceptional 
J ery that will really make 
r new HDTV shine thanks to 
e inclusion of Marvell’s KyotHG2 
idea processor with second- 



Loewe. But it’s outdone itself with the 




sophisticated Art TV 



, With prices starting 


at around £2,400, this slimline stunner marries 



network streaming and access to online 
content via the new MediaHome portal 
Integrated closed two-way speakers take their 


wwwiDppG-biuraymult 
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DarkChip larks 


What the Heco? 


Samsung tunes in 



InFocus is looking to 
set a new benchmark 
for combining 
cutting-edge 
technology with 
a class-beating price with its latest 
Screenplay projector. 

Aval [able in the UK for around 
£2,500, the SPSG04 is armed with dual 
ASIC-driven DIP DarkChspB DMDs and 
promises a native 5,000:1 contrast 
ratio, boosted to 30,000:1 with 
DynamicBlack Other features include 
PixelWorks DNX '0-bit video processing 
and a fast (4-6 speed) six-segment 
colour wheel, it also comes with a 
five-year limited warranty, 
www.proiectorpoint.co, uk 


German loudspeaker 
specialist, Heco, has 
introduced an 
affordable bookshelf 
model The two-way 
bass- reflex Vida 201 comes equipped 
with many of the features and 
technology found in the company's 
higher-end speakers, including the use 
of a long-fibre paper In the construction 
of the bass-midrange cone to ensure 
the accurate reproduction of dynamics 
without ralourisation, and a synthetic 
silk fabric dome tweeter for improved 
coupling to the air. The Vida 201 is 
available from Soundthinking AV Ltd., 
priced around £200 per pair. 
www.soundthinking-store.co.uk 



Samsung recently 
took t he plunge 
into the world of 
Freesat* HD FVRs 
with the launch of t he £300 
SMT-S780Q. This HD recorder offers 
op to250hrsof SD, orl2Qhrs of HD 
recording thanks to its 500GB of 
storage, ' he built-in twin tuner lets 
you record one channel while watching 
another, and the ‘ +' functionality 
means that you can trmeshift live 
TV broadcasts. 7 he device is also wi-fi 
capable and can access Freesaf s 
on-demand services including YouTube 
and BBC iPlayer. Support tor ITV Player 
will follow shortly, 
wwwsa msung.com/ u k 



Panasonic swims 



BD home theatre systems are using virtual technology 
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A 22.1-channel virtual surround sound system, 
a feature which lets you use your own images as 
‘wallpaper’, and Skype video communication are 
features of Panasonic’s latest range of Blu-ray 
players and home theatre systems. 

At an exclusive demo in the company’s 
Bracknell headquarters, HCC was given a 
technical low-down on the range by engineers 
involved In development, including chief AV 
engineer Tetsuya Itani. 

Products on show included the DMP-BDT310 



letsuyo tony Item: says 
2D-3D conversion is set to 


improve m 



to come 


he readily admitted the 
conversion effect can be 
improved: ‘2D-3D conversion is 
at the stage SD-to-HD upscaling was a few years 
ago. It has to be used conservatively or the effect 
can be bad. 

“I can’t reveal much about the black box 


3D Blu-ray player, the SC-HTB520EBK soundbar, technology used, but with the improvements in 


and the SC-BTT775 home theatre system. 

The DMP-BDT310, -210 and -110 players 
all feature a fourth-generation Uniphier video 
processing chip enabling them to handle 
2D-to-3D conversion. We’ve already reviewed the 

DMP-BDT310 and raved about it (see HCC 
#" 94) but welcomed the chance to talk 
tech with 'Tony' Itani. Interestingly, 



semiconductors, 10 to 15 years from now, 2D-3D 
conversion will be a key technology. At the 
moment it's at a basic stage.’ 
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Panasonic’s new line o f home theatre systems 
includes the SC-BTT775, which features a iPod 
dock and the Cinema Surround Plus feature. 

The brand has used Head-Related ransfer 
Function processing to create virtual 'vertical' 
sound channels, ideal for use with 3D material. 
While 2010 systems supported 11 channels, the 
20" 1 models will feature a 22.1-channel sound- 
field, in which sound can move upwards and 
downwards as well as in a horizontal plane. 

A run-through of action scenes from Avatar 
showed the processing to be very effective. 

The SC-BTT775 also features an enhanced 



CLear Mode Dialogue system to clarify centre- 

channel speech, and a newly- 
designed down-firing subwoofer 
with a parabolic pod designed to 
reduce unwanted distortion - as we 
were told, the secret is ‘bass, but not 
too much bass!’ 

The first of the new models will 
be on sale by now; look out for full 
reviews in HCC soon. 


Playlist... 

Team HCC reveals 
its Playback picks 
of the last month 



A feature-packed seven-disc box 
set of the complete 16th season 
sees a wild Tom Baker as the 


Doctor, and glam Mary a mm as 
Time Lady, Romans. CJ 



My Virgin TiVo box reminded me 
ot the existence of this 
underrated old-school BBC 
sitcom. Am now addicted. MC 



CIA agents in retirement 
are still shooting 
from the hip and 
the lip in this 
comedy that’s 
as undemanding 
asa cuppa tea and 
a sit down, JL 



Broccoli! A very‘British’ 
quirky comedy, Maggie 
Smith delivers as a dark 


Mary Popp i ns JR 



A long overdue DVD release for 
this classic ’80s fantasy horror. 
Sadly there are no extras, but 
at least this good-looking UK disc 
is in widescreen - unlike the 
US version! AvB 
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10 TOSHIBA 3DTV BEN HUR ON BLU-RAY SCARFACE 



Team HCC reveals its 
thoughts about the 
home cinema market 

At i ts E uropean 

launch, Toshiba ran 

through a gamut 

processing that 

should make its new TVs forces 
to be reckoned with. That said, I 
won't be getting over excited by 
Personal TV. Like Panasonic’s 
Blu-ray player technology that 
lets you soften 3D image near 
the edge of your screen, it’s one 
of those ideas that sounds 
interesting, but will probably 
not get much use. Besides which, 
I can foresee immediate 
difficulties with the facial 
recognition system if you live 
with your identical twin... 


it's often felt as if 
Toshiba has been 
struggling to keep 
pace with the rest 
of the AV industry, 
following the collapse of HD DVD 
a few years ago. So it’s great to 
see the company finally taking 



the initiative with what looks set 
to be some very impressive 
TV tech oology at the heart 
of its forthcoming active shutter 
3 D screen releases. 

It’s just a shame that the 
spectacular ZL screen isn’t 
scheduled for these shores. 


There's still a sizeable gap In the 
high-end TV market after Pioneer 
left and, while it’s never a sure 
thing, the ZL could well have 
been a contender for the role. 



Toshiba has announced its first ever 3DTV 
using passive display technology, joining LG and 
Phi lips in offering buyers both active and passive 
technology 3D sets. 

The edge-LED lit VL series wiLl come in 42in 
and 47in sizes, bundled with four pairs of Rea ID 
glasses. The panel is sourced from LG Display. 

The VL series slots into Toshiba's expanded 
range of bigscreen TVs that will begin to appear 
in the UK this summer. At the top are the long- 
awaited WL and YL CEVO-powered sets, 
(available at 42in, 46rn and 55irs) which use 
a powerful, multi-core processing platform 
simlLar to the PlayStation 3’s Cell processor. 

Inside, these active shutter 3D ' Vs are 
dripping with tech, including 

CEVQ-powered 2D-to-3D 

conversion and 



Toshiba's Saseha Langs says 
CEVO power gives the brand 
a headstart in glasses-free 
3DTV technology 



Toshiba's 3D Resolution+ 
and NetReso:ution+ imaging. 

' he sets use rear-mounted, rather than 
edge-mounted, LEDs to illuminate the panel in a 
technology Tosh dubs PRO-LED 32. This equates 
to 32 dusters of individually controllable LEDs 
and promises improved contrast performance. 

CEVO technology will also form the backbone 
of Toshiba's as yet unspecified glasses-free 3DTV, 
which Toshiba claims will be onsaLe in the UK 
before March 2012. 

Other features shared by the VL, WL and 
YL ranges include access to the Toshiba Places 
Smart TV porta., and Personal TV, a facial 
recognition technology that allows up to four 
family members to store their own preferences 

(channel lists, volume and picture settings, 
etc) and brings them up by simply standing 
:n front of the fV. 
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At Toshiba’s pan-European launch HCC was 
also shown Toshiba’s SSin ZL active shutter 
3D screen. Somewhat disappointingly, 
though, the flagship set, which has 512 
individually controllable dusters of rear- 
mounted LEDs, a low-slung sound bar and 
an integrated 500GB HDD, won’t be coming 
to the UK, following conversations between 
Toshiba and UK retailers. Sigh. 


Coming soon: Toshiba's VL series passive 

3DTV will ship this summer 


Lives unravelled 

Mark Romanek’s 
critically acclaimed 
adaptation of 
Kazuc Ishiguro’s 
poignant science- 
fiction novel Never Let Me Go makes 
its debut on Btu-ray and DVD in the 
UK on June 27, priced around £25 and 
£20 respectively. 1 he film stars Keira 
Knightley, Carey Mulligan and Andrew 
Garfield, and arrives on Blu-ray and 
DVD accompanied by a 30-minute 
The Secrets of Never Let Me Go 
documentary, a gallery of Romanek's 
on-set photography, the trailer and 
a gallery of fake posters and graphics 
created for the film, 
www.foxmuk 


Nerds of a feather 

Simon Peggand Nick 
Frost are serving up 
an out-of-thrs-worid 
home cinema 
experience with the 
DVD and Blu-ray release of the sci-fi 
comedy Paul on June 13. Available as 
a two-disc DVD, Blu-ray: Triple Play or 
Limited Edition Blu-ray steelbook, this 
slice of geek heaven arrives as a new 
extended cut alongside enough extras 
to fill a warehouse in Area 51, including 
an audso commentary, bloopers. 

The Evolution of Paul visual effects 
featurette and Between the Lightning 
Strikes: The Making of Paul 
documentary, 

www.universalpictures.co.uk 
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Keep talking, Baby 

You’ll soon be able 
to listen to Al Pacino 
saying hello to his 
Tittle friend' in 
glorious DTS-HD MA 
7.1 following the news that Universal 
Pictures will be bringing Brian De 
Palma’s Scarface to Blu-ray in the UK 
on Septembers. In addition to the 
newly restored picture and upgraded 
audio, the disc will feature plenty of 
extras, including the new Scarface 
Phenomenon documentary, deleted 
scenes, and two U-Control modes - a 
Scarface Scoreboard that keeps track 
of swearing and bullets fired, and a PiP 
mode containing interviews, 
www.universalpictures.co.uk 


Hip, hip Hur-ray! 

Early details about 
the 50th anniversary 
Blu-ray edition o : 
Ben-Hur have started 
emerging from 
Warner Bros, in the US. Due for release 
later this year, the film has reportedly 
been restored from 6k scans of the 
original 65mm camera negatives for its 
hi-def debut. It will be accompanied by 
all of the extra feat ures from the earlier 
Collector’s idition DVD (including the 
'925 silent version of the story) plus 
a brand-new documentary entitled 
Chariton Heston 7 Ben -Hur: A Personal 
Journey., which includes home movie 
footage shot inside the Colosseum set 
by the late actor’s wife. 
































































































































HCC's guide to what's 
happening in the world 
of TV and films... 


Casting (Re)call 

Breaking Bad star Bryan Cranston 
has reportedly joined the east 
of Len Wiseman’s Total Recall 
remake. He’ll be starring as 
the villainous Viios Cohaagen 
opposite Colin Farrell in the 
sci-ft flick, which appears to have 
abandoned Mars all together for 
an Earth-based dystopia, 

‘Most excellent!’ 



BilL S Preston and Ted Theodore 
Logan are about to embark, on 
yet another excellent adventure! 
Keanu Reeves recently told MTV 
that he believes the writers 'are 
about six weeks away Tom a 
draft'. He also revealed that the 
plot deals with why the song Bill 
and Ted wrote to save the world 
in ...Bogus Journey hasn't worked. 

Let’s twist again 

M Night Shyamalan has already 
persuaded Jaden Smith and his 
dad Will to sign up to his next 
film, a sci-fi flick about a young 
boy exploring an abandoned 
Earth and trying to save his 
estranged father after their 
ship crashes. 


We asked.. 

Do you illegally 
download film and TV 
content to watch on 
your home cinema? 

Yes 

No 



Results from ww w.hmiieunerrachoiLd.LCHii 
Go online for more polling action 



Freesat HD TV recorder can 'sling' media to your internet location 


Satellite receiver and STB manufacturer 
EchoStar may not be a name you'd associate 
with a product as ground-breaking as the Sony 
WaLkman or the Apple iPod; but that's what the 
company reckons it has in its HDS-600R5 digital 
television recorder. 

At the London launch, EchoStar's VP sales 
and marketing, Rick Smith, presented the set-top 
box as 'a product to put you in compLete control 
of your entertainment experience'. 

The HDS-600RS combines an HD PVR, 
a : reesat receiver and SlingBox networking 
capability, It has a 500Gb hard drive with the 
capacity to store BOOhrs recording time in SD or 
lOOhrs in HD. It can receive around 150 free-to-air 
channels via a : fee sat dish, and can sling 1 live 
or recorded programmes to anywhere you can 
access an internet connection. The box features 
infra-red remote control, HDMI and S/PDtF 
connections for interfacing to your existing 
equipment, twin DVB-S2 tuners, a Smart. Card 
reader, USB 2.0 port, duaL Scarts, stereo audio 
outputs, dual RF inputs and a 10/100 Ethernet 
port. Functions include one-touch recording, 

Pause live TV, series link, upscaling from 576i to 



The HDS-60ORS is 
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according to Echostar's VP, 

Rick Smith. 


log on to their account via the 
internet. To access the system 
via an iPhone, iPad, Android or Blackberry, an app 
costing £19,99 is needed. Programmes can be 
‘slung' 1 in standard def only, but EchoStar's 
engineers tell us there's no reason why the system 
couLd not be updated to support HD, given a fast 
enough broadband connection. 

"he Freesat features allow access to the 
150 free channels available from the non-profit 
joint venture between the BBC and I TV. Speaking 
at the HDS-600R5 launch, Freesat MD Emma 
Scott said; The desire of customers to not pay 
a subscription remains central to everything we 
do. This is the first step to uniting with innovative 
companies and evolve the TV industry.' 

Scott went on to speak about how companies 
such as Freesat and EchoStar are 'treading a new 
route for free-to-air television 1 . 

Of course, you need a Freesat-compatible 


720p and 1080i. and an HD Electronic Programme dish to use the HDS-600RS as it does not have 


Guide. Connected TV apps include BBC iPlayer 
(with ; TV Player to be added soon). 

Most novel, though, is the Sling Player function. 
Using a PC or Macintosh and the SLingPlayer 

software, owners can watch _ _ 

media recorded on their 
HDS-600R5 from 
anywhere they can 


a Freeview terrestrial tuner. 

The Echostar HDS-600Rs is available now, 
priced at £350 Torn sources including Amazon 
and John Lewis. 
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Handmade hi-fi 

Anthem AV Solutions 
has been appointed 
UK distributor for the 
US ‘perfect invisible 
sound' specialist 
Live-Wall, its first product is the 
LW1218, which the manufacturer 

■E 

claims functions more like traditional 
high-end in-wall speakers while buried 
under plaster, paint or wallpaper, 

Priced at about £700 each, the 
speakers can be installed nearly 
anywhere due to a' 60 “ dispersion 
pattern. They treasure 
30.5 x 45.5 x 7.3cm and incorporate 
a 2in voice coil driven by an oversizeo 
neodymium motor, 
www.anthemavs.co.uk 


Get Smart (Bl) 

HDI Dune has 
unveiled its flagship 
high-definition 
network media 
player, the HD Smart 
Bl. Priced around £250 and distributed 
in the UK by Digital Audio Distribution, 
the deck is described as ‘an all-in-one, 
full HD video playback solution' 
combining a Sigma Designs' 8642 
processor-powered media player with 
full network support {UPnR SMB, NFS) 
and a built-in Blu-ray player. It also 
features a rich set of AV connections, 
bitstreams Dolby TrueHDand DTS-HD 
Master Audio and even offers Real D 
3D compatibility. 
www.dadaudio.co.uk 


More Tosh tech 



CEVO-powered TVs aren’t the only 
things on Toshiba's mind this month. 
The tech giant also introduced two 
standalone Blu-ray players to the UK 


market, the BDX1200 and the BOX3200 
(pictured), he latter sees the company 
venturing further into the third 
dimension with ‘next generation' 3D 
Blu-ray playback, plus REGZA-LINK 
technology, while t he former is a Profile 
2,0 entry-level model. 

Both decks also feature support for 
MKV, DivX, MP3 and JPEG file formats. 
Prices were TBC at the time of going 
to press. 

www.toshibajco.uk 
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This month s top 10 news stories in handy, bite-sized chunks... 



The war of words between 
Samsung and LG over 3DTV technology 


shows no signs of stowing down any time 
soon, with reports claiming that Kim Myun-suk, 
vice president of Samsung's digital media 
business, called LG’s developers ‘really stupid 
shits’ in a recent media briefing! LG described the 
insult as 'disappointing and unacceptable’ and is 
now considering taking legal action. 

Immersive yourself 

Panasonic has 
announced that 
it has created a new 
standard for 3D glasses that 
can work across televisions, 
projectors and 3D cinemas. 

CalLed M-3DI, the brand is 
hoping that the new' tech 
‘will let consumers enjoy 
the ;mmersive 3D 
experience across all 
types of compatible 3D 
displays, as well as at 
movie theatres with a single 
pair of 3D active-shutter eyewear.’ 


Director up in arms 

The Hangover director, Todd Philips, has hit 
out at film studios for releasing so-called 
‘Unrated’ versions of his movie on DVD 
and Blu-ray. ‘Really a Hit is, is about seven m mutes 
of footage that you cut out of the movie for a 
reason, it is entirely against DGA lDirector’s Gui.d 
of America) rules because it's not your cut, 1 stated 
the irate filmmaker. 

Get permission 

Hi-fi manufacturer Brennan has had the 
advertising of its JB7 Music Player puLled 
because the Advertising Standards 
Agency feels the ads incite users to commit piracy. 
[ his is because they stated you could copy muse 
on to the device, but not that you need permission 
from the copyright holder to do so. 

YouView list 

'You bled subs-free 
"V project, YouView, 
has announced a list 
of 29 content providers that 
are working with it to help 
shape its internet-connected 
service. These incLude: 
Blinkbox, Blinkx, BSkyB, 

I i.m4QD,Go!ant Media 
Ventures, Guardian News & 
Media. IndieMoviesOnline. 

r ■ 

LOVEFiLM, Pushbutton, 
Radioplayer, Stream UK, 

SIV, Travel Channel, Tvinci, 
UTV and woo mi. 






Streamsters 

Samsung has Launched a 3D v<deo 
streaming service in South Korea in 
partnership with DreamWorks. The 
on-demand media (currently limited to trailers, 
himseLf and Industrial Light Si Magic on converting music videos and educational content, but with 



Prime Focus feels 

the Force 

George Lucas has revealed that Pc me 


Focus is the company working with 



the Star Wars films Into 3D. If the name sounds 
somewhat familiar, maybe it’s thanks to the fuss 
that surrounded the rather memorable (for the 
wrong reasons) Clash of the titans 3D conversion 
t produced Last year. 


films coming later in the year) is accessible via the 
3D application on Samsung's Smart T V platform 
and will eventually be railed out gLobalLy. 



The human stain... 

Purpose-built home cinema seat mg 
supplier FrontRow has introduced a 
comprehensive five-year warranty on 
all purchases of its products for domestic use. 
it claims the ‘no-quibble warranty’ will cover 
everything from food and drink stains to 
accidental rips, burns and pet-related damage. 


■■ Onkyo supports Spot if y 


Onkyo has become the world’s first 
consumer electronics brand to offer 
direct access to the popular ‘internet 
music service Spotify through its home cinema 
receivers. The service is available now on the £500 
IX-NR609, and Onkyo will be introducing other 
Spotify-ready products in the near f uture. 



It's Blu-ray, not butter 

A neurological study undertaken by 
Mindlah International on behalf of 
the BDA, that involved hooking 
participants up to monitoring equipment while 
they watched the same film dips on DVD, Blu-ray 
and Blu-ray 3D has found that 12 per cent of 
subjects were more attentive when watching 

the Latter format than 
regular Blu-ray, and 17 
per cent more attentive 
when watching a 
Blu-ray than when 
watching a DVD. 
Emotional response 
also increased by 8 per 
cent when watching 3D 
Blu-ray over the same 
content on DVD. 




A recent column about 
copy protection raised 

plenty of ire on the 

HCC website... 



Down with DRM 

'DRM doesn't work. It only makes 
it difficult for the people who 
work with the system to do what 
they want. For example, I can’t 
play a Blu-ray on my PC because 
my monitor doesn't have DHCP, 
even though I have no intention 
of copying it Also, distributors 
use DRM to place additional 
restrictions that don't exist 
with physical forms {try selling 
a DRM-ed song you no longer 
want an eBay). I’m not saying 
there isn't an issue with illegal 
filesharing, just that if is not as 
black-and'White as articles like 
this make out.' 


Limited by region 

’The studios need to stop putting 
barriers in the way. I'd love to buy 
the newly released (in the USA) 
Blu-ray edition of The Fighter , 
However it's region-locked, so I'm 
forced to wait until its UK release 
in June or ‘steal’ a copy from the 
internet , Piracy can be easier 
than owning a Legitimate copy'. 

Art not commerce 

'There is now more, and better, 
music available now than there 
has ever been... the arrival of the 
internet has rendered much of 
what the music industry does 
irrelevant, as music effectively 
now markets and distributes 
itself Which begs the question: 
what do we actually need the 
music industry for? The same 
question is now being asked of 
the movies, and they’d better 
adapt to the new reality or go 
the same way, I for one, though, 
won't shed any tears if the 
word "industry" is never again 
appended to the art forms 
that I enjoy, 1 

Target uploaders 

'Trying to catch the down Loaders 
will be nigh on impossible, 
instead it should be a priority to 
try and catch the up loaders and 
seeders. Take away the supply,' 
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was 

the man in black 
In the Milk Tray ad 

until a back injury 
on a roof put paid 
to that. He's 
always missed the 
chocolate, though 



edia servers are a useless passing ''ad. 

I know, have spent the last two months 
_L V X setting one up only to discover it is utterly 
pointless. The server concept has always 
appealed to my intrinsicalLy gadget-obsessed 
bloke side but, until recently, it was all so damn 
complicated. Then Apple’s Airplay came into my 
life Like a box of chocolates from Steve Jobs, But 
as Forrest Gump once said, 'you never know what 
you are going to get’. 

Apple’s Airplay came on Den on's AVR-331 I 
review unit and i was smitten by its plain 
chocolate simplicity and caramel smoothness. 
The technology is not new, but Apple TV does 
what it promises without having to configure 
your DNS server Big-MAC IP address thingy or 
go through Windows’ home sharing fiasco oniy to 
discover nothing works anyway. Everything on my 
Tunes library was available on the Denon. Cool, 

The Denon went back, but my sweet tooth 
demanded just one more cherry cup, I bought 
a second-generation Apple TV. Equally easy to 
set up and blessed with an interface slicker than 
a well-oiled weasel. Plugged straight into an AVR 
over HDMI, it is a paragon of user-friendliness 
underpinned by a style that it seems only Apple 
can achieve. The menus, scrolling cover artwork 
and responsiveness are all wow-factor impressive. 
And at £89 from Amazon, Apple TV is the 
equivalent of Belgian pralines for the price of 
a box of Quality Street. 

re-built an old PC with Raid-1 mirrored 2"B 
drives, installed STunes and set about creating 
a serious media server Library, which is when the 
sweet began turning sour. Ripping 800 CDs in 
Apple Lossless alone took weeks before I started 
on the movie collection. This is a lot more 
awkward, requiring third party software such as 
iSkysoft or Clone2go for DVDs and I used Pavtube 
for ripping Btu-rays to MP4. Then you need to 
spend time faffing about importing the cover 



artwork and organising your library. When the 2TB 
drive began flagging capacity warnings I sti.L had 
haLf my DVDs on the shelf. 

Worse stilL, the Jobs ‘massive’ have ensured 
that Gen 2 Apple TV only supports 720p video and 
vanil.a Dolby Digital and DTS 5,1 sound., not t080p 
full HD or any of the HD audio formats. You wilL 
also lose most of the extras depending on how 
the menus are structured on the original disc. 
Ripping music in Apple Lossless wasn’t a tota. 
success either. Apple TV's Airplay to PCM 
electronics and cheapo HDMI and Foslink ports 
are, not surprisingly, not of comparable quality 
to the £4,000 Denon A1UD universal disc spinner. 

Rent boy 

I have created a monster ! A super-convenient 
beast of a server stuffed full of content that 
doesn’t look, sound or perform anything like 
as good as the original discs. Ironically I have so 
little free time to sit and watch movies or listen 
to music that, when I do, I damn well want the 
absolute best performance my system wilL offer. 
And I can get grab a disc from the shelf for that. 

‘Ah, but what of download content?’ hear 
you cry. Well the streamed rental model, such 
as LOVEFiLM and Apple TV when it offers 1080p, 
is going to be absolutely dominant in the future. 
Paying a few quid to watch a film once makes a 
lot more sense than paying three or four times as 
much to buy it and subsequently dog up your hard 
drives or shelves. And to see it again renting it is 
still cheaper. If you really insist on building your 
own content library, then keep it in the cloud so 
you can access it wherever and whenever you like. 

Whichever way you look at it, media servers are 
redundant. After al. my hard work ripping discs, I 
have actually ended up with the hard toffees and 
coffee cremes. And they always get left behind 

Have you moved from disc to disc-less home cinema? 

Let us know by e-m&iting hcc@futufeBet.com 


ILLUSTRATION- BY TEKURA MAEVA 
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hile the cinema chains regale us 
w?th tales of falling tickets sales, 
the Hollywood studios have come up 
with a sure-fire plan for parting us with our cash 

- and that’s simply to give us more o' what 
we want. To this end, 201! is set to break the 
existing record for the largest number of bigscreen 
sequels arriving in a stngLe year, with a whopping 
27 ~ breaking the previous record of 23 set in 
2003. Now, we aren't talking about the sort 

of rubbish you find heading straight to DVD 
(such as a new Lost Boys sequel). These are 
all high profile sequels such as KungFu Panda 2 t 
Sherlock Holmes: A Game of Shadows and 
The Hangover: Part ft. 

Numbers game 

And it’s not just a plethora of number twos either 

- although 1 have a sneaking suspicion plenty of 
them will be classed as such by most critics. 
Before the year is out, Hollywood will not only 
have served up plenty of part threes (Paranormal 
Activity 3 and Transformers: Dark of the Moon), 
but also a dollop of part fours (Mission: Impossible 

- Ghost Protocol and Pirates of the Caribbean: 

On Stranger Tides), a smattering of part fives 
(Fast & Furious Five and Final Destination 5), 
the odd part seven (Rise of the Planet of the 
Apes) and even a part eight (Harry Potter and 
the Deathly Hallows - Pari2). And that’s only 
scratching the surface. 

All of which is surely good news? Hollywood 
is generously giving us more of what it knows 
we want than ever before. So if you liked [insert 
generic action blockbuster title here], then you’re 
guaranteed to be dying to watch [generic action 
blockbuster] Part 2. Not forgetting Parts 3,4,5 
and so on, And it’s not as if the Hollywood studios 
are just providing sequels to recent hits either. 


This year will also see a new outings for The 
Muppets [last seen at cinemas in 1999) and 
even, the return of Johnny English (2003). Who 
says Hollywood is creatively bankrupt? 

I think ‘complete and utter despair’ would be 
a suitable phrase to describe the swell of emotion 
get every time I scan the list of this year's 
Hollywood fiLms. You see, while I don’t go out 
to the cinema anywhere near as often as I used to 

- thanks in large part to the combination of ticket 
prices and the time and effort I've put into building 
a home cinema system - [ do still beLieve that 
nothing quite beats the thriLl of watching a film 

in a packed cinema on a mammoth screen, 
surrounded by a rapt and attentive audience. 

But as with Hollywood and its sequels, it looks 
as if I’ll be setting my own record this year; for the 
smallest number of 'Urns watched at a cinema. 
And those few times i do go certainly won't be 
to catch the Likes of The Twilight Saga: Breaking 
Dawn t Part One or Cars 2 (although I might make 
an exception for the brilliantly titled Piranha 3DD); 
it’ll probab.y be in the hope of catching something 
potentially far more interesting in one of the BFL's 
seasons of films on the South bank or - best of a LI 

- some horror treats at this year’s FrightFest. 

But there is a siLver lining to this particular 
cloud. With next to nothing tempting me down to 
my local multiplex this year, I’Ll be able to spend 
much more time with my home cinema system. 
And, between the extensive .ibrary of BEu-rays 
I’ve been steadiLy buiLding and those slated for 
release this year (including The Lord of the Rings: 
The Motion Picture Trilogy - Extended Edition , 

Qua term ass and the Pit , Citizen Kane, BemHur, 
and the Star Wars saga) there’s no chance of me 
running out of films I really want to watch 

Is Hollywood afraid of taking a risk with new ideas? 

Let us know: email hcc@futLfrenet.com 


is unique, like 
Robocop. 
We tried to done 
hi m, but the 
results were 
horrific to say the 

least,. 
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nternet TV can work fine on a portable device 
such as a smartphone or tablet, with memory 
buffering keeping the pictures smooth even 
when the signal is temporarily Lost, There is a 
wide chosce of video sites, such as Sky News and 
You l ube, and receiving internet radio programmes 
poses no problems either. 

But accessing the internet from a mobile 
to download movies via a broadband data 
connection has, until recently, been horribly 
expensive. Since Last December, though, network 
operator Three has been offering ‘all-you-can-eat’ 
mob le broadband data for between £15 and £25 
a month - but can it be kept up? 

Three pLedges unlimited data day and 
night, all day, every day, for no extra charge. 

I hey say: ‘ [ here is no smalLprint download limit 
to the One Plan all-you-can-eat data. Customers 
are welcome to use their device as they wish to 
download, stream and generally make the most 
of the internet on the go.’ 

But can Three afford to give away so much 
data, and can the network stand the load? 

Kevin RusselL, Three’s CEO, thinks it can. 

‘I am comfortabte with supporting all-you- 
can-eat data,’ he assured ‘We are out to gain 
market share. It's not a promotion. We think it 
is sustainable. We are taking away the threat 
of the £1,000 bill.’ 

Other experts cast doubt on this, with one 
analyst saying, ’I will be surprised if Three can 
carry on. I don’t think mobile broadband can be 
a replacement for fixed broadband "hree will not 
have the capacity. They wilL either have to limit or 
choke services, or buy spectrum, t matters most 
at peak times such as early evenings.’ 

So Three's offer o r unlimited data may have a 
sell-by date, because demand for data may soon 
outstrip the radio spectrum that Three is .icensed 


to use. AIL eyes are now on the other UK operators, 
Vodafone, 02 and Everything Everywhere (Orange 
and T-Mo bile). Will they compete with Three by 
offering similar unlimited data deals, wait for the 
company to end the offer, or face complaints over 
slow speeds caused by congestion? 

Cinema in your pocket 

Meanwhile, other portable device manufacturers 
have seen the attractions of the movies-on-the- 
move market - particularly for the younger 
audience. HTC has un vet Led a ‘multimedia 
superphone', the Sensation, which features the 
HTC Watch video service. ‘Smartphones have 
evoLved into pocket-sized entertainment centres 
that enable people to take their favourite content 
with them wherever they go,’ said Peter Chou, 

CEO of HTC Corporation. 

' he H C Sensation's 4.3in qHD dispLay delivers 
high-resolution widescreen viewing, and the 
l,2Ghz dual-core Qualcomm Snapdragon 
processor enables fast video performance. 

The HTC Sensation also shoots full HD video in 
iOSOp resolution, with full stereo sound, at up to 
30 frames per second, and you can crop clips with 
the Video Trimmer tool. 

' he H FC Watch feature uses progressive 
download technology making it possible to watch 
videos without waiting "'or a huge file to finish 
downloading, and offers the choice of renting or 
buying videos on up to five different HTC devices. 

With its HDMI output, the Sensation could even 
be connected to your home cinema system, so is 
this the future of media playback? 'he question is 
whether mobile broadband services can afford to 
keep up with increased demand for movies on the 
move. Only time will tell 

Are you addicted to your smartphone for entertainment ? 

Let us know: email hcc@futurenet com 


has a forensic 
understanding of 
the strength and 
weaknesses of 
technology, 
second only to his 
love of Californian 
Ja 2 i radio stations 
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The world of AV and film 
changes fast. Our calei 
ensures you don't miss 


“ 1 




The Way Back: Get out of jail: do 

pass Go, do not collect £200 



Monday 


Tuesday 


Wednesday 


Thursday 





m 


\ 



Today sees t he DV D and 
BD release of this WWII 
drama starrtog Ed Harris 
and Colin Farrell. Director 
Peter Wei r weaves the 
tale of a group of 
escapees from a Siberian 

Gulag. 



: Blood 


The complete first series 
of this saucy swords "n ! 
sandals series finally 
makes Its DVD and BD 
debut in the UK today. 
Read our review in this 
issue's Playback sect bn 
www.anchorbay.c 0 .uk 



Friday 


r t 


1 


Atonement director, toe 
Wright serves up this 
intriguing action-thriller 
about a 16 -year-old giri 
raised by her father to be 
the perfect assassin. 
At cinemas across 


<E 

5 


the UK from today 


WWW, 


univ^rsalpldure&myk 


u 


Attack the Block 

The inner city takes on 
outer space in this alien 
Invasion comedy from 
comedian-turned- 
director Joe Cornish. 
Expect great things 
when it hits UK 
cinemas this Friday 

WWW. 


Capt jack Sparrow 
returns to UK cinemas 
from today-and he's in 
BD! Penelope Cmz and 
Ian McSbane join Johnny 

Depp for a the 


Whether ft’s warmly 
glowing tubes or coolly 
calculati ng signal 
processors, this popular 
trade fair promises to set 
the tone for high-end AV 
in Europe. Runs from 
today until May 22 at the 

MOC in Munich 


25 



26 




22 


I ■ 


Following Tl days of 
screening and premieres, 
the Cannes Fslm Festival 
draws to a dose today 
with the jury handing out 
the awards, including the 
treasured 24-carat gold 

Palme d'Or 


29 


The first public television 
station in the US, KUHT, 
began broadcasting from 
the University of Houston 
ca mpus on this day 

in 1953 


Beijing s China I nt'l 
Exhibition Centre opens 
its doors today for this 
four-day trade event for 
installers, manufacturers 
and architects operating 
in the Asia market 


The Hangover: Part II 

Director Todd Phillips 
reunites, actors Bradley 
Cooper, £d Helms, Zach 
Galifianakis, Justi n 
Bertha and Ken Jeong for 
this Bangkok-based 
sequel to the hit 2009 
comedy, Opens at UK 
cinemas today 

www.warrerbros.ta.ijk 


San Francisco's Golden 
Gate Bridge was officially 
opened on this day in 
1937. Since then its 
appeared in countless 
fii ms, argua bly the most 
memorable being its 
headache-inducing 
crosstalky turn in 
Monsters vs Aliens BD 


Legendary Hollywood 
actor Oenn is Hopper 
passed away on this day 
last year. Why not mark 
the day by revisit tog his 
iconic role as the 
psychotic Rank Booth in 
David Lynch's Blue Velvet 

on 






X-Men: First Class 

After Krrt-Ass, director 
Matthew Vaughn moves 

to mainstream 
superheroes with this 
prequel to the X-Mert 
films. Catch it from 
tomorrow at 

cinemas across 

the UK 
www,fox.co.uk 


Your favourite home 
cinema magazine hits 
the stands this Thursday, 
packed to the gills with 
hardware tests, features, 
outspoken opinion and 
full-on software reviews. 
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The Matrix 

Warner Home Video-*All-region BD-*£20 Approx 

Time code: 101.05-111.32 

One of the best ways to convince family and 
friends that your home cinema is worth the 
money is to show them a ''amiLiar scene 
with the improved benefits of HD visuals 
and authentic lossless surround sound. 

I he infamous lobby sboot-'em-up in The 
Matrix fits the bill perfectly. 

‘We wanted a spec if sc stylised approach 
to the destruction, to reduce those concrete 
pillars to apple cores, say the film's directing 
duo, the Wachowski brothers. And it works, 
from the moment Neo (Keanu Reeves) 
and Trinity (Carrie Ann Moss) are set upon 
by an army of guards white trysng to rescue 
Morpheus {Laurence Fishburne),to the 
dimactichelicopte r-smash ing-i nto-a- 


skyscraper c Li max, this scene is pure home 
cinema heaven. 

The sound mix is perhaps the most 
impressive element. At first, bullet-fire 
rampages across the sound stage, 
interspersed with the exquisite tinkling of 
spent shells and the clunk-click of reloaded 
ammo. Then more guards pile in, one shouts 
'Freeze!' and alL hei. breaks loose, as the 
Wachowskis ramp up the artillery and call 
in a big-beat soundtrack to underpin the 
glorious stuntwork. 

Then there’s .ust time to catch your 
breath whiLe Neo and Trinity hotwire a lift to 
the rooftop, before the carnage continues. 
It's here where we first see Neo's yoga- 
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infused bullet-dodging. The buLlets warping 
’Vom front to back of the sound stage, first 
on the right, then on the left, are cast-iron 
procr that you need a full surround system 
to really enjoy a movie like this, F inally, 
visitors to your viewing room wilL be Left 
slack-jawed at the low-frequency rumble 
when Trinity's hi-jacked helicopter collides 
into a skyscraper in the scene’s finale. 

A word of warning, though. To get the 
best out of this reference-grade demo 
sequence you must make sure your display 
is calibrated correctly. The sharp 8D visuals 
major on deep blacks and dirty greens, and 
there's nothing worse than watching 
bullet-time FX at 200Hz... 
























































The EchoStar Freesat+ SlingLoaded' HDS-600RS 

Now you can watch Freesat anywhere, on your Mac. 

PC or mobile device*. 

With Frcesatf you get 150+ digital channels including 

HD, On Demand services and the ability to pause, rewind 
and record TV, all subscription free. 


on iPad, iPhone and Android' mobile devices* 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS 


ca n make to your system is a high- 
quality HDMI cable. A Iphason’s new 
HDMI interconnect is exactly that” 
Chris Jenkins, Editor 
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24 PANASONIC TH-85VX200 £42,000 Approx www.awe-europe.com 




S o here's my dilemma. Do get 

that brand new, fully loaded 
Audi Q7 I’ve had my eye on for 
so long, do I book the family into a 
luxury vslla at the Maldives Hilton for, 
och, a couple of months or so, or 
do I buy Panasonic's TH-85VX20O 
plasma screen? 


Except that, of course, there isn't 
really any decision here at alL. For 
unfortunately alL three options Ve 
just described - even, scarity, the 
85VX2GG - cost a cool £42,000 or 
so, meaning they're little more than 
pipe dreams for me and the vast 
majority of people reading this article. 


However, when you get to the sort 
of status symbol price worn like a 
badge of honour by the 85VX200, 
you're not talking about a product 
aimed at ‘normal' folk. Instead, you’re 
talking about people like Roman 
Abramovich installing four 85 VX200s 
on a yacht (we kid you not). 


Dream screen: 

31) at this size 

is truly 

immersive 
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We know that many of you just 
love to indulge in the sort of home 
cinema fantasies represented by the 
85VX2G0. And we also know that 
if you ready want to get a handle on 
exactly where a particular AV brand 
is going in technological terms, you 
really need to check out its very 
biggest screens. So when the 
opportunity arose to get an 85VX2QO 
delivered to my test room, it really 
seemed churlish to say no. 

Plus, of course, having an 85VX200 
at my place when the weekly lad's 
Xbox night 1 came around wasn't an 
entirely unpleasant prospect.,. 

Long-term readers may remember 
that a few years ago I persuaded 
Panasonic to install its 103in plasma 
screen in my house for a bit ~ an 
installation marathon involving four 




people, lots of swearing/head 
shaking, and a crane. Thankfully, 
getting the 8Sin in was rather less 
of a palaver. It stdl needed two guys 
with a long-wh eel base lorry and 
a tail lift - and there were some 
concerned looks at the rather 
steep slope running down from my 
converted garage to the also inclined 
street below. 

After all, once an 8Sin plasma 
screen in a flight case starts roLling 
downhilL, neither cars nor my 
neighbours' houses wiLI be much 
use in the way of stopping it. 

Fortunately, though, after a little 
careful van manouvering, the huge 
flight case had been trundled into my 
test room, and the screen had been 
unpacked - without a crane in sight. 

' he relative ease of installation 
versus the 1Q3in screen isn't just 
down to the 85VX200 5 s smaller size. 
For the 85VX2001 tested came fixed 
to a nifty, purpose-made floor mount, 
complete with hydraulic lifting 
system. The base of this floorstand 
even formed part of the flight case, 
with the rest of the flight case just 
detaching from it. At no point did 
anyone have to lift the screen off 
the ground. Very dever. 

Not surprisingly, the hydraulic 
stands (around £8K from German 
manufacturer Med la Screen) are 
apparently proving popular with 
people buying 85VX2Q0s. Especially 
given the potential problems With 
trying to hang 18kg of plasma 
display on a typical internal wall! 

It's partly, even mostly, because 
of it’s installation difficulties that the 
85VX2G0 ships through Panasonic’s 
’Professional’, custom install channel 
rather than its consumer one. 

So it you’re lucky enough to be able 
to buy one, you need to approach 
your nearest custom installation firm 
to see if they have experience with 
this sort of Installation, and tell 
them to approach UK distributor 
AWE Europe Ltd. 

Attentive readers may have 
noticed that haven’t yet used the 


word TV’ in this feature, Why? 
Because the 85VX200 isn’t a TV. 
it has no tuners. Instead, predictably 
for such an expensive preduct 
shipped through non-consumer 
channels, you’re expected to add 
a LI externaL sources yourself . 

It’s worth adding, too, that 
the 85VX200 doesn't go big on 
multimedia support, carrying no 
USB jacks as standard, and not 
supporting Panasonic's VieraConnect 
onLine TV system. 

The 85VX2Q0‘s most eye¬ 
catching feature - after its price and 
size, of course! - has to be its 3D 
capabilities. After all, bigger always 
seems better where 3D is concerned, 
Also, the 85VX2GG’s freedom 
from pricing concerns has allowed 
it to carry two promising 
improvements over Panasonic’s 
consumer 3D models, First up is an 
ultra-high speed plasma drive engine, 
wh^h Panasonic claims boosts the 
plasma cycle speed by up to 75 per 
cent, "he other innovation is Motion 
Vector Prediction process;ng, 
designed to get the jump on motion 
in and out of a 3D image as well 
as across it, further boosting the 
85VX200’s 3D response time. 

‘ he main point behind all of this 
is to suppress the double-ghosting 
crosstalk noise so common with 
active 3D TVs. And you know what? 
it actually works. 

‘ he 85VX200 1 s3D pictures really 
do suffer less with crosstaLk than 
any other full HD 3D images I’ve seen, 
allowing you to revel in the detail of 
the full HD 3D Blu-rays of Avatar and 
Resident Evil: A fieri ife. 

Not having a nasty 3D glitch 
shoved in your face every few 
seconds aLso helps to create the 
sense of Immersion that’s really 
3D’s point. 

And the 85VX2G0’s 3D strengths 
don’t end there, either. The screen 
manages to deLiver 3D with higher 
brightness levels and richer colour 
saturations than Panasonic’s 
consumer models - possibly 


Handle 
with care; 

Getting the 

TH-S5VX200 

installed is 
definitely a 
two-mem job 


AV/CV 

Product: 


Positioning: 
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because the 85VX20Q’s 'Pro' 
classification means it doesn't have 
to abide by such stringent power 
consumption rules. 

For those of you who still doubt 
even the potential o - ' 3D in the home, 
it's hard to see how you wouldn't be 
convinced after a few minutes with 
the 85VX20G. 

Happily the screen is also terrific 
in 2D mode. The detailing inherent to 
good quality HD Looks even better 
when pumped onto a full HD 85in 
screen - especially when it's 
presented free of processing noise 
or any other obvious interference. 
Without the dimming effect of 
Panasonic's 30 glasses, moreover 
it's even easier to appreciate just how 
dynamic and vibrant the 85VX20O‘s 
pictures really are, 

Experience suggests that 
standard-definition struggles to 
translate well onto screens bigger 
than 50in. But the high-grade video 
processor instated in the 85VX20Q 
manages to upscale standard- 
definition pictures without 
exaggerating noise or losing a grasp 
on colour tones, meaning they're 


Skinny: really not 

Despite bei ng hard to watc h at al L. 


an 85in panel, 
its still only 

99mm deep 





I 




Weight-lifter: 

This hydraulic 
stand from 
MediaScreen 


So is the 8SVX200 perfect? 
Actually no. Its most aggravating/ 
stupsd problem is Panasonic's 3D 
glasses. Despite being second- 
generation affairs, their lenses are far 
too narrow, allowing too much light 
between your eyes and the lenses 
and making it tough to position them 
at the right angle between your eyes 
and the screen. I found myseLf having 
to either push the gLasses right to the 
end of my nose, or permanently tilt 
my head down. Neither of which 
makes for comfortable 3D viewing. 
But this is where universal 3D goggles 
start to earn their keep, 

Other issues find 50Hz pictures 
suffering marginal colour lag if you 
don’t employ Panasonic's (thankfuLly 
pretty good) Intelligent Frame 
Creation processing engine, and 
a little low-level speckling in dark 
scenes, Though you won’t often see 
this unless you’re sat cLoser to the 
screen than you ought to be. 

FinalLy, it seems rather mean- 
spirited of Panasonic to only 
include a single pair of 3D gLasses 
with the 85VX200. 

Bui despite this list of flaws and 
irritations, the five days I’ve spent 
with 85VX200 have arguably been 
the most AV fun I’ve ever had. Even 
so, I can’t say I ended up entirely 
convinced that an 85in screen can 
realLy justify 42 grand. Still, if money's 
no object and a projection system 
just fsn't practical, then the 85VX200 


is a worth whi 1 e m i gh t j ust be th e best £42,000 




add on 


you've ever spent! 


* Specifications 

HD Ready: res including 108 Op/24 
Tuner: m this is a screen only 
Component video: res one input (rear) 

res four, vl.4 

: input yes one D-Sub 
Resolution 1920x1,080 

no speakers included 

Brightness (claimed): NA 
Contrast ratio (claimed): 5,000,000:1 
Dimensions (off stand): 2015(w) x 

1195(h) x99(d)mm 

Weight: 118kg 

r '600Hz 1 , fast decay 
plasma cell technology; motion 
vector prediction for 3D: ultra-high 
speed drive mechanism; 30-bit 
colour processing; full colour 
management and white balance 
adjustment; endorsed by the ISF; 
3D transmitter built In and one pair 
of 3D glasses included in the price 



VERD CT 


Panasonic TH-85VX20Q 

£42,000 Approx 

High 1 Class-leading 3D and 
2D hi-def images; dean 
sta ndard-defln it ion p 1 ctu res 
Supplying only one pa r of 3D 
goggles seems a bit tight 
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DIY diva: 

Da mon has j ust 
finished helping on 
a custom-build 
for a friend. Sounds 
like a handy guy 

to know! 


Introduce yourself... 

Damon Manning. ! l m 41 and 
work for a building company, 
Are you an AV-hol ic? 

Yes, absolutely: Since i hooked 
up the TV to my stereo system 
back in the ’80s, and then when 
I got my first DVD player. 

What’s in your current setup? 

A Panasonic TX-P50S10B 
plasma screen and Panasonic 
DMP-BD80 Blu-ray player; 
Onkyo TX-SRS07 receiver; 

Sony SCD-XE67G SACD deck; 
Cambridge Audio DAB300; 
Virgin HD V+ box and a 
custom-built home theatre 
PC connected to the amp 
and TV, As f or audio, I run a 5.2 
speaker system, all from Roth: 
Oli 4 floorstanders, Qti C2 
centre, Olisurrounds and 
two Oii KH2 subwoofers. 

What was the last bit of kit 
you bought? 

A horribly expensive HDMI 
sound card for the H""PCi 
And what’s next? 

My next purchase will probably 
be to update the DAB radio. 
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How much have you spent on 
your AV habit over the years? 

I think, including this Little build, 
its around £20.000, 

a 

What does your family think 
of your hobby? 

My girlfriend loves the setup 
as she's half deaf, but enjoys 
the rumbles from the subs! So 
no noise issues from her and the 
neighbours haven't complained 
yet, either. 

What’s your current fave disc? 

My favourite Blu-ray at the 
moment has to be Ridley 
Scott's Kingdom of Heaven. 

Love the battle scenes and 
it gives the speakers a really 
good workout. 

Are you excited about 3D? 

To be honest I'm not sure! 
just finished a custom-build 
for a friend who has some great 
kit - the Sony 60in LED 3DTV 
and a Sony Blu-ray deck - and 
we watched Bolt in 3D. While 
the 3D was very immersive and 
looked great, it made me feel 
a bit disorientated. Maybe it's 
Lust me... 


Room essentials 

A Work in progress 

Damon's AV components are 
housed in this purpose-buiLt 
false chimney breast 

B Degree of genius 

The wall.-mounted Panasonic 
plasma is tilted at a slight angle 
so viewers aren’t off axis 

C Double dip 

This brace of Roth Oli 
subwoofers should provide 

room-filling low-end grunt 

D Back catalogue 

There's a useful space behind 
the FV to store Damon's 
software collection 

E DAB R.I.P. 

Replacing this DAB radio is next 
on our AV-hclic’s agenda 


Join the club 

Do you want to see your home 
cinema system featured in 
th e pages of Home Cinema 
Choice 7 If so, log on to www, 
homed nemachokie.com/avtiolic 
where you'll find all the 
information you need. 













































Marantz M-ER803 

Melody Movie 

A high-quality Blu-ray Receiver 
with 2 .7 sound and FM/AM Tuner. 



KEF Q300 Speakers 

Bookshelf speakers with 
audiophile quality sound. 



February 2011 




Before you buy Nome Entertainment, make sure you 
consult a dealer who really understands the latest 
products, who can demonstrate equipment properly 
and help you select equipment that is right for you, 
your home and your budget 

Musical Images is an award-winning dealer with the 
standards of technical expertise and service excellence 
demanded by top brands like Marantz and KEF, 


KEF T205 
Speaker System 

Flat speakers to match 
your flatscreen TV 
with plenty of power! 




Marantz SR7005 AV Receiver 

Powerful receiver with 7x 125W, 6 HDMI inputs 
and connects to your home network. 



marantz 
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3 times HCC Award Winner; 
"Best Multiroom Installation" 


Please call your local branch for opening time details , Audio Visual Lifestyle Ltd tfa Musical Images. E~m 

www.musical-images.co.uk 
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Demonstraten btudtos 

Cinema Theatre 
Himtik In&LaHuLwi 
Muftironm Specialists 
In House Service Uept 

Mail Order Available 
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ur golden Starman makes his return, as Home Cinema Choice once 



12 months, our reviewers have assessed an avalanche of gear 




speakers, AVRs and more. 




part. Now you can play yours. Welcome to the Home Cinema Choice 

Best Buy Awards, 2011... 
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category, this plasma edged out its rivals 
thanks to a gorgeously cinematic picture 
performance with both 2D and 3D alike 
- Panasonic’s NeoPDP panel offers 
first-rate mot son-hand ling and black 
levels, natural-looking colours and 3D 
images unblighted by crosstalk. Meanwhile, 
features such as USB recording, online 







well-judged THX preset complete a tasty 
bigscreen package. 


Philips 46PFL9705 

First reviewed: HCC#189 





months behind the competition 





LED-lit model was worth the wait. 


Design, performance and features 
all impressed. 


Sony KDL-4QNX713 




combines with a superfluous 
hi-def picture, and the ability 
to upgrade to 3D is handy for 
cautious consumers. 
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There aren’t many products that have 
people from around the office filing into 
our test room for a shufti, but Samsung’s 
high-end 9000 series TV definitely has 
that siren quality - sporting an ultra-thin, 
aluminium bezeL and touchscreen remote 
control, it’s quite simply the best-looking 
set we’ve ever seen. 

The supermodel design is backed up 
by an eye-opening AV performance, too. 

-rays on this 55in screen dazzle with 
their clarity, contrast and colours. ‘A great 
example of just how accomplished an 
LCD TV can be,’ was our review verdict. 

If we won the lottery we’d buy 10 of 'em. 




mlictc 

1 A 1313*i 


»f i 


Panasonic TX-Pe5VT20 

First reviewed: HCC #186 

This big brother of Panasonic’s 
award-winning P50VT20 offers 
an even more compelling 3D 
experience and best-in-class 
plasma pictures. Want a 65in TV? 
Get this. 


Philips 21:9 Cinema Platinum 

First reviewed: HCC #190 

The second-gene ration of 
Philips’ Cinemascope TV adds 
3D playback, LED backlighting, 
smarter design and a bigger 
screen size (now Sfiin) to an 
already brilliant idea. 
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Winner; Best Blu-ray player under £350 
First reviewed: HCC #194 


If you’re looking to add an affordable 3D 
deck to your system, then Panasonic’s 
£250 DMP-BDT310 should be your first 


audition. This second 



eneration 3D 


Blu-ray spinner builds on the excellent 
AV performance of its predecessor and 
adds plenty of improvements, including 


an eye-catching sli " ' ' w 

free sensor, Skype functionality and 


zfDDier 


eco-friendly power consumption 


the 


ists. » • 


First reviewed: HCC #194 
Philips' £200 BD deck is well-built, 


value for money. Features 
7.1-chanrel analogue outputs, 


Sony BDP-S57D 

First reviewed: HCC #185 

With its ‘Monolithic' design, 
intuitive GUI, built-in wi-fi, 
Super Audio CD playback ar 


spot-on picture performai 
there's a lot to love about 
Sony's £160 Blu-ray deck. 


times. Our Tech Labs were 




DMP-BDT310 uses only 7W when playing 
a movie, so you can feel good about your 
own planet while watching the human 
race destroy Pandora in Avatar 3D. 
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American brand Nu Force has taken 
Oppo’s BDP-83SE deck and turned it into 


an audiophile’s dream. 



DACs, new 


circuitry in the power supply and cleaner 
signal paths are some of the tweaks that 
make its music performance exemplary. 

On top of all that, it’s a stormer with 
Blu-rays and DVDs, handy with multimedia 


files and built Like a brick. In a good way. 


Finalists.*. 

Arcam BDP1GQ 

First reviewed: HCC #194 

The debut Blu-ray deck from 
Arcam (£1,000) was worth the 


Dsnon DBP-1611UD 

First reviewed: HCC #194 

Denon’s£400 DBP-1611UD can 
play any media you care to throw 


wait, marrying a sleek uncluttered at it, including 3D Blu-rays, Super 


design to custom install-friendly 
connections and superb video and 



Audio CDs and OVD Audio discs 
- and it does it all with the brand’s 

typical high-end swagger. 


If you buy one, it’LI be £1,300 well spent. 
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Winner: Best home cinema system 
First reviewed: HCC #192 


way to step up 


being a 


mere flatscreen TV owner to a home cinema 


is to get an 


-m-one 


And they don’t come more adept than Samsung’s 
HT-C6930. Offering full 7.1-channel audio and 


3D Blu-ray, the gloss black-designed package 


doesn’t skimp on other features, either. Built-in 
wi-fi, twin HDMI inputs, home networking, online 


calibration are just some of the highlights of its 


extensive spec sheet. And with impressive visuals 


and a well-meshed soundfield, it’s e 
a class-leading product. 


y to call it 


-i 


5 > 
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» 








Don’t 
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LG HB-965TZ 


#187 


LG's elegant-looking 5,1 
system features sweet¬ 
sounding stand-mo unted 
speakers and a slender but 
powerful sub, while the onscreen 
interface is effortlessly slick. 


Panasonic BFT80QEBK 

First Reviewed HCC #192 

With its wireless subwoofer, 
sliding disc draw/iPod dock and 
designer looks, Panasonic's 
sound bar solution is one of the 
coolest products we’ve seen all 
year - and it sounds good, too. 




Gnkyo’s HT-S3305 couldn't be in the 










System award as it doesn’t actually 
feature a disc player, but it's still 
easy to recommend. This£330 
package {reviewed in HCC #108) 
mixes a tvoicaliv excellent Onkvo 


_ 


— 




I 


passive subwoofer, plus colour- 


upgrade. Just add a BD-spinner 


vl A i 


're in business 
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market, but none that so successfully 
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Finalists... 

Panasonic DMR-BW880 

First reviewed: HCC #186 

Another year, another 
outrageously specified Biu-ray 
recorder from Panasonic - this 
time toting twin Freeview HD 
tuners. An essential purchase 
for AV archivists. 


Samsung BD-D8500 

First reviewed: HCC #194 

Samsung’s Freeview HD PVR 
stands out a bit from the crowd 
by packing a fuUy-functional 30 
Blu-ray deck in the same chassis 
- not to mention direct access to 
its smart Hub portal. 















































































































































Cinema Rooms specialise in designing, installing and calibrating private home cinemas Starting with an in depth consultation and site survey, our team 

listen to exactly what you want to achieve and set about designing a bespoke solution tor your requirements. Call us now and let US start to design your 

dream cinema room. 



Special Offer - Free iPad 21 


AH our cinema rooms utilise the very latest iPad control systems to make our systems easy for the whole family to enjoy Order any complete 5.1 system 

from us until the end of October 2011 and we will include a TREE iPAD 2 * 


Call us: 020 6144 2723 f 07964 604762 
E-mail us: info@cinema-rooms.co.uk 
www.cinema-rooms.co.uk 
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Denon’sE350 bottom-of-the- 
range AVff got the seal ofapproval 
from our Tech labs for offering 
a class-lead i ng p ow e r o u t p ut 
and speaker terminals on all 
binding posts 


Yamaha RX-V1067 

First Reviewed: HCC #130 

With eight 3D-capable HOMI 
inputs and two outputs, 
Yamaha’s £800 receiver is 
perfect for those with a 
component fetish, and its sound 
is dynamic, open and engaging. 
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Pioneer SC-LX83 

First reviewed: HOC #186 

This 7,1-channel powerhouse 
from Pioneer (£2,000] offers 
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Onkyo’s flagship integrated AV receiver 
is definitely worthy of its range-topping 
status. This £2,400 THX Ultra2-certified 
beast has a rear panel awash with every 
conceivable hookup, battleship build 
quality, a full roster of features including 
iSF calibration modes for every input, 
and ran through our Tech Labs' tests 
without batting an 



It 



up 


whatever audio you feed it, too. All action 
movie mixes are delivered with ferocity 
and speed, while less in-yer-face music 


brings out the TX-!NR5008’s softer side. 



Finalist 


3i#i 


Krell 5*1200U & S*1500 

First reviewed: HCC #184 

Krell’s £20,000 separates 
solution offers more than 
enough power to drive the 



plus design and build quality 
that cannot be faulted. 



NAD M2 5/Ml 5 HD 

First Reviewed: HCC #183 

A return to our Best Buy Awards 
for NAD’s flagship Masters Series 
this pre/power combi utilises 


V 



ahead of the game, and sounds 
simply fantastic. 
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Sky Player sold separately and ssiiject to separate terms. Subscription costs may appty. Broadband speed of 2MB or higher recommended. For full detail visit www.hunahdi^ltaLoo.uK'skyplaryer 
'To thd out if Fne^'ie^ HD Is available In your area, visit wwrteevlew oo.uK/HD 
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Canadian brand PSB might not be a 
household name in the UK, but we hope 
that changes. Its Imagine Series speakers 

-range marvels. 

This £3,000 5,1 package features 
a gorgeous design and build quality, 
and an astonishing performance. 

The Ferrofiuid-cooled tweeters work in 
tandem with the mid-range drivers and 
500W subwoofer to create an immersive 
soundfield suited to both hi- 
action flicks and multichannel music. 

We wonder what PSB’s high-end ranges 
sound like,.. 


*■ * 


Finalists 


Monitor Audio Apex 

First reviewed: HCC #190 

Monitor Audio's high-end driver 
technology ensures this premium 
priced (£2,400 ) compact system 
delivers the goods - these 
speakers may be small, but their 
sound certainly isn't. 


XTZ 99 Series 

Fi rst reviewed: HCC 

This 5.1 setup from Swedish 
manufacturer XTZ offers a 
smorgasbord of fine-tuning 
capabilities and a surround 
sound performance beyond its 
£2,200 asking price. 
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Monitor Audio knows that if you’re going 


Series, you’d better make sure they sound 
good. But we were so blown away by 


been called the Iridium Series and we 
wouldn’t have complained. 

Designed from the ground up to be a 


PL200AV system is pure class, from the 


buiLd to the luscious finish and awe 


ii a 


re speedng a 


cinema 


room, you can’t afford to ignore it. 



* ■ 

■ 


r 

■ n pv 

A4" Hil 

m 

iy 

m 

ts 


Canton Vento 800 Series 

First reviewed: HCC #194 

Second only to the Reference 
range in Canton's stable, this 
£6,500 floorstanding 5.1 setup 


high-quality sanies and looks 
that could kill. 




Stealth Acoustics LR Series 

First reviewed: HCC #189 

If you want speakers you can hear 
but can't see, this package of 
‘invisible’ in-wall cabinets fits the 
bill perfectly. £7,000 gets you 
seven surrounds, two subs and 
jealous neighbours. 
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Ail of our award-winning subwoofers 
will sound great in your AV room, but 
if you want to get the tightest, 
loudest and most even bass across 




you might want to consideraddtng a 
second one. Or maybe even four. 





Reproduction: Loudspeakers and 



Finalists... 

BK Electronics XXLS400DF 

First reviewed: HCC #191 

This 12m woofer from British 
manufacturer BK Electronics 
delivers tight, precise bass and 
plenty of user control - all for 
around £400. A brilliant upgrade 
to your system. 


Polk DSW Micro PRO 2000 

First reviewed: HCC #186 

Winner of our stealth subwoofer 
group test, Polk’s 8-incber serves 
up a performance of mind boggling 
proportions from such a small 
enclosure. And it’s simple enough 
for even a Luddite to use. 
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Vivltek H5060 

First reviewed: HCC #186 

Vivitek’s attack on the UK 
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SIM2 MICO 40 

First reviewed: HCC #189 

Italian brand SI M2 regular blows 
us away with Its £20,000+ 
projectors and the LED MICO 40 
manages the same effect for 
nearly half the price. Capable 
of a truly mesmerising picture. 



Runco LS-5 

First reviewed: HCC #187 

Custom install favourite Runco 
surprised us by unleashing this 
awesome OLP projector for only 

£7,500. Imagery is bright, dynamic 

and rich, and the calibration 
possibilities almost endless. 
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CC 2011 Hall of Ferne Award 




It’s our view that 3D works best when 
it’s done big - but not everyone can afford 
to splash out on one of the few dedicated 
3D projectors available. That’s what makes 
Optoma’s 3D-XL so brilliant - a £280 
magic box that works in tandem with 
a 3D-ready DIP projector to bring three- 
dimensional fun to your viewi ng room 
at a size no TV can match, 

A clever bit of innovation from a brand 
that knows a thing or two about bigsereen 
entertainment. 



w m m 


DSPeaker Anti-Mode 8033 

First reviewed: HCC #17? 

Want to banish bass bloom? 
Got £220? Then snap up this 
ingenious gadget from Finnish 
brand DSPeaker that auto EQs 
your subwoofer to overcome 

room resonance problems. 




Screen Innovations Black 

Diamond 2 

First reviewed: HCC #18 3 

With its science-tastic grey fabric, 
this projector screen can greatly 
improve the picture quality of 
your home cinema by eliminating 
light scatter. 
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South East-based 
installer Cinema 
Rooms is responsible 
for this gorgeous- 
looking 12-seat home 
cinema that drips with 
hi-tech hardware. 
Artcoustic speakers 
provide 72-channel 
audio, Vivitek's LED- 
based H9080FD 
projector handles the 

visuals and intelligent 
lighting and control 
come courtesy of 
Crestron and Rako, 

If we had this ht-def 
haven in our house, 
we’d probably never 

go out again... 


m _^ | 

pp ■ ip 13 li91 # m 

FAB AV 

first reviewed: HCC #184 

One of two home theatres 
we've drooled over from 
St Albans company FAB AV 
in the last year, this spacious 
i nstall features a potent AV 
combination of Kateidescape 
server. Titan projector and 
Geneiec active speakers. 


S martcomm 

First reviewed: HCC #187 

This stylish room was 
designed and specified by 
Buckinghamshire installer, 
Smartcomm, to be easy 
to use for a whole family. 

A foolproof Crestron control 
system means even the youngest 
visitor can enjoy the bigscreen 
movie experience. 
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This amplifier/processor duo from 
luxury US brand, Krell, astonishes at 
every level, with exquisite build quality 
and exemplary AV performance. With 
this £20,000 pairing in full flow, movie 
soundtracks are huge, immersive, richly 
detailed, full-bodied and effortlessly 
smooth, with a naturalness that goes 
about as far as an amplifier can in 
assisting the film’s suspension of 
disbelief. And that, of course, is what 
premium-quality home cinema is all 
about. Easily deserving of our Special 
Reference Status Award. 


m m * 


Finalists 


Eclipse Time Domain 

First reviewed; HCC #189 

In terms of design, build 
quality and pure audio 
performance, this £16,000 
5.1 system from Japanese 
brand Eclipse has few peers 




1 
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Samsung UE55C9000 

First reviewed: HCC #185 

Another nod for Sa msung's 
£7,000 ultra-thin, high 
performance 30 LED TV. 
We're yet to come across 
a screen that can match it 
for pure wow factor. 
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ANTHEM Flagship AV receiver Tom Canadian brand CAMBRIDGE AUDIO Stealth 5.1 system 
ONKYO The first of Onk’s hotly-anticipated 2011 range VIRGIN MEDIA TiVo-powered triple tuner PVR 

SCREEN EXCELLENCE Acoustically-transparent projector screen TOSHIBA 1 I B media player 



HC C DOESN'T BELI 


VEIN OVER 
A PRO 

L 





HARDWARE. CONSEQUENTLY, A THREE-STAR 1 RATING 

MS ACCORDINGOO ITS CATEGORY POSITION. A FIVE-STAR RATING IS ONLY AWARDED M EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES 






BAD RESULT - IT SIMPLY 
IN 





















































56 PANASONIC TX-P50GT30-* Approx£1,800 -> www.panasonicxo.uk 
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Panasonic's debut second-generation 3D plasma TV reminds 
John Archer what all the active 3D fuss is about 



anasonic's new active shutter 
P50GT30 3DTV doesn't 
exactly get off to a great start 
- you don’t get even a single pair of 
{£'00 a pop) active spex with the 
TV, Compare this with the seven free 
glasses currently being given away 
with LG’s passive 3D TVs, and you 
can see why some people might find 
the Latter technology attractive. 

But my mood quickly improves 
with the eye-catch in gly slim design 
that feels tike it’s been hewn from a 
single metal sheet What’s more, by 
adding a metallic silver trim to both 
the inside and outside of the bezel, 
Panasonic has actually given its 
latest plasma TV some style, Blimey. 

' he brand has also gone for broke 
with the set's connections. : he four 
HDMls should be enough for even the 
most forward thinking of AV systems, 
white multimedia fanatics will Lap 
up the three USBs, D-Sub PC port, 

SO card slot, and LAN port, the latter 
being able to receive files from 
networked DLNA PCs. 

' he USBs can take an optional 
wi-fi dongle, pLay back a wide range 
of photo, video and music files, or 
be used to record Tom the set’s 
F reevsew and : reesat HD tuners to 
most USB-powered hard-disk drives. 

The SDcard slot can show photos 
from digital cameras, while the LAN 
slot also gives access to Panasonic’s 
new Viera Connect online portal. The 
apps count is bound to increase over 
time, since the portal is bu<it using a 
‘cloud’ approach and with an open 
development platform. 



Checking out the portal’s current 
content via its slightly unwieldy 
‘burrow down 1 onscreen menu 
system reveals a solid, rather than 
inspired, suite of utilities. Highlights 
include: BBC iPlayer, Skype, the 
Acelrax movie purchase/rental 
platform, You rube, and Eurosport. 

Screen cred 

Third-party endorsements seem to 
be increasingly important these days, 
and the P50GT30 has two: one from 
calibration guru the imaging Science 
Foundation and another from THX. 
The former relates to the screen 
having plenty of video calibration 
tools, including passable colour 
management and middling gamma 
controls. The ! HX accreditation, 
meanwhile, points to simple quality, 
with the FV earning its ‘ r HX seal of 
approval for both its 20 and 3D 
pictures. There’s also a THX picture 
preset that proves a fine default 
setting for HD movie viewing. 

For motion hand.ingand stability, 
the P5GGT30 combines 600Hz 
sub-field drive technology and 
Panasonic’s Intelligent Frame 
Creation ( FC) system, which 
interpolates extra frames of image 
data to reduce judder. 

Last year's equivalent GT20 
plasma models delivered a great 
combination of value and 
performance, but the GTBO's 
pictures instantly look far better. 

f was initially quite surprised by 
this. PartLy because of how good the 
G1 20s were for their money, and 


partly because it’s a mid-range 
model rather than a flagship one. 

But the more I looked into what 
might be behind the improvements, 
the more it became clear how much 
effort Panasonic has put into 
revamping its plasma technology for 
2011. !n fact, rather than squeezing all 
this ‘NeoPlasma’ information in here, 
we’H be going into it in further detail 
in our next issue, so watch this space. 

' here are two areas in particular 
where the P50GT30's pictures surge 
ahead of its predecessor: brightness 
and colour. Brightness levels are in a 
different league and colours look 
more vibrant and saturated, adding 
up to a picture that’s much more 
dynamic and punchy, This does 


3D: res Active shutter 


HD Ready: res including 10 

Tuner: res Free View 


HD and 



I I 


res one 


res 


vl,4 options 
PC input: res one D-Sub 


Sound: 20W 
Brightness: N/A 


Dimensions (offstand): l,T77(w) 


Also featuring: ‘60 0Hz': Viera 


NeoPlasma technology: DLNA 
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Good-looker: 

Panasonic's 
2011 plasmas 
feature an 
improved bezel 

design 


much to counter the most familiar 
complaint raised against the brand’s 
plasma panels, namely that they look 
rather muted versus the aggressive 
images produced by most LCD TVs. 

The extra brightness and colour 
vibrancy also, of course, has a hugely 
positive impact on the P50GT30’s 
3D capabilities. For, where last year 
the 6T2G's 3D images Lacked colour 
punch and lost considerable shadow 
detail in dark areas, the GT30’s 
colours remain much more believabLe 
and eye-catching with Panasonic's 
active shutter glasses installed on 
your nose. And dark areas appear 
much less ‘hollow’. 

Black joy 

Underlining the P50GT30’s marked 
colour and brightness improvements 
is a further '"amiliar plasma strength: 
an excellent black level response. 
Having deep, naturally toned black 
colours present in the same frame 
as bright, colourful eLements without 
having to compromise the image’s 
overall brightness level (as you do 
with most CCFL LCD and edge-LED 
TVs) produces an extreme and 
consistent contrast range that’s a joy 
to behold What’s more, there’s none 
of that nasty backlight inconsistency 
you can get with LCD TVs, especially 
the edge-lit ones. 

Black levels hold up 
superbly when watched 
from a wide angle, too, 
contrary to our experience 
with the vast majority of 

LCD TVs, Colours, similarly, retain 
their saturation levels over a much 
wider viewing angle than you get 
with LCD TVs. 

Yet more good news finds the 
P50GT30 delivering a stunning sense 


of the sharpness and detail with both 
2D and 3D images - the latter fact 
providing a timely reminder of why 
active 3D was originaLly created. 

Finally, plasma’s advantage over 
LCD when it comes to response 
times is also superbly evident in 
terms of the image’s almost total 
freedom from 3D crosstalk and 
complete lack of motion blur, '"here’s 
some judder at times, particularly 
when watching camera pans in 50Hz 
PAL material. But if this bothers you it 
can be addressed via the IFC system, 
which can be used on its Medium 
setting without generating too many 
unwanted side-effects. 

Joining the mostLy stellar 
P506T30 pictures is a satisfying 
audio effort. There’s not as much 
power and dynamic range as I’d 
hoped for, especially at the bass end, 
but the soundstage is open and clear, 
with good treble detailing. 

Do I have any downers on the 
P50GT30s performance? Well, 
some LCD TVs, especially Samsung’s, 
still deliver slightly more shadow 
detail with 3D, but only at the 
expense of more crosstalk. Also, 
Panasonic’s 3D glasses still remove 
considerable brightness from the 
picture and are probably the most 
uncomfortable ones le’ve used. 

Finally I spotted signs of image 
retention if I left a braght image 
element stationary on the screen for 
even just a few minutes - although 
these issues should diminish over 
time, and can be removed easily 
via a provided 'screen wipe’ "eature, 

But let’s not get caught up on the 
negatives, because relative to the 
P50GT30’s many and outstanding 
talents, the bad stuff doesn’t amount 
to a NIL of beans 



Tech Labs 


Power consumption: Watts 



White screen: 

Defaults to a CA FS 
mode, which uses a 
sensor to adjust 

brightness according 
to ambient light 


Test footage: 

With volume maxed 
and CATS on, average 
consumption with 
a movie is good for 50in 

plasma 


IV Contrast: Rati o 


4 

Claimed 

5mllUon:l 



Actual 

44 , 000:1 


Colour accuracy 


m 



Picture: Ho way near 

theSmillionrl claim, but 
in TUX mode with CATS 
on we measured 
44,000:1. Switching 
CATS off lowered it to 
8,000:1 with an 
increase in luminance 


presets: in normal 

mode, both Warm and 
THX hit 6,000K. 
Courtesy of manual 
white-balance 
adjustment, 6500K is 

possible 
Cool: 9,400K 
Normal* 7,000K 
Warm: 6,000K 
THX: 6,000K 
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Panasonic TX-P50GT3Q 

£1,800 Approx 

Highs Great build qual ty: stunning 

pictures with either 2D or 3D 
ws: No 3D glasses included; minor 
image retention concerns; 3D 
pictures much less bright than 2D 
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SAMSUNG 


Samsung UE55D80G0 


Ultra Clear Panel Ultra Contrast 
Built-In WiFi, Smart TV, 

Samsung Apps 
4 HDM! (v1,4) Inputs 
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SAMSUNG 


Samsung UE40D8000 

Ultra Gear Panel, Ultra Contrast 

Bui It-In WiFi Smart TV, 

Samsung Apps 

£1429 








SAMSUNG 


Samsung IE5SC65G 


■ SS" Series 6 

- FullHDIOSOp 

* LCD TV with Crystal TV 1 " Design 

- FreeviewHD 

£ 1069.00 


l 




SAMSUNG 


Samsung UE40D7000 


- 3D (with 1D/3D conversion) 

■ Wi-Fs built in wrth 

* 4 HDMIand USB 2.0 

- Freevtew HO and Freest HD 

£ 1279.00 


/ 
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SAMSUNG 


Samsung LE32C530 

► 32' Series 5 

■ FullHDIOaOp 
* LCD TV 

£ 262.00 




A 


SAMSUNG 


Samsung UE40C5S00 

* 40 " 5 erl «5 

► FgllHDIOeOpLEDTV 

* FreevtewHP 

£ 512.00 


_ 4J! 

Seii'Sun 


SAMSUNG 


Samsung PS42C450 

► 42 * Series 4 

* HD Ready Plasma TV 

* Integrated Digital Tuner 

£ 347.00 


call us on 


020 8924 7744 


or visit one of our award 
winning showrroms 


SAMSUNG 


Samsung UE4 SCSI Oft 

* 40“ Series 5 

* UifraSlim 

- Full HD lQSOpLEDTV 

£ 479.00 





Ilford Showroom: 

543-549 High Road, Ilford, 
Essex IG1 1TZ 

Call 020 89247744 

Gp&n Monday to Saturday 9am • 6pm Sr Sunday 
10.30am - 5pm. Open All Bank Holidays 10am - 5pm 

Free On-site Parking with Public Car Park 

Opposite Store 


Loughton Showroom: 

121 Roding Road, Loughton, 
Essex, 1610 3BS 

Call 020 8508 3399 


Open Monday to Saturday 9am • 5.30pm except 
Thursday (closed). Closed Bank Holiday Monday. 

Free Customer Car Park at rear of Store 
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BESJ CONSUMER 
FlFCTBOMGS retailer 



Tree Warranty-available dd selected products purchased m-stwe. Prices cornerl at time of seine. Id pres-:-, bul -ire "subject Id -a he ration without notice-. Pictures-are far illustration purpose:- onJv. ESOEti RGB 20ll. All trans-Khans subject to hjt berms and conditions-Iwritten Petals -available hi request). 





























































60 ANTHEM MRX 700-*£2,100 Approx-*www.anthemavs.co.uk 



C anada: a land of sweeping 

mountains, pine forests and 
ice hockey, where maple 
syrup rules and giant moose walk 
the streets.. But what the country 
is becoming increasingly famous for 
is its rather tasty AV equipment 
Anthem's classy high-end D2V 
processor and P-series power amps 
wowed our high-end sensibilities last 
year, leadng to a three-strong lineup 
of more affordable AV receivers 
coming to these shores for 2011. 



Here we have the range-fopping 
MRX 700 coming in at around £2,100 
and competing with the likes of 
Denon’s AVR-431 'and Onkyo's 
TX-NR50G8. From the cosmetics 
aLone you can trace the MRX 700’s 
lineage from the D2V and they share 
more than a few design features 
and philosophies, too. Compared 
to the D2V's cluttered looks, which 
suggested had a fascia ideally suited 
to an enclosed cupboard, the 700 is 
positively stylish. The silver buttons 


As Canadian 
as maple 
syrup: 

This AVR has 
lhe confidence 
to forge its 
own pa th 


and bold white logos on matt black 
are a long way from the elegance of 
British or Japanese receivers, but it’s 
nothing like as cluttered as the D2V, 
and the side flap over the front inputs 
is a very neat touch. 

This contrast between AV 
receivers from differing nations 
continues under the casework, too. 
Anthem has its own state-of-the-art 
eLectronics and software design 
facility in Ottawa, shared with sister 
brand Paradigm, and it dearly has 
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the cajones to forge its own path 
rather than follow the herd. 

The MRX 700 is no Swiss army 
knife of functionality, and in a game 
of pure features strip poker it would 
be silting at the card table in, nothing 
but its boxer shorts tong before 
the Oenon and Onky o. The focus is 
on delivering the best possibLe sound 
quality at the given price without 
diluting the R&D budget with widgets 
and fluffery that you might not 
use anyway. 

PARC life 

Of course, it has decoding for all 
mainstream standard and high- 
resolution movie and music sound 
formats, USB inputs with an iPod 
dock on the way, upscaling to I080p, 
Ethernet networking and even a 
Dolby Pro Logic llz height channel 
option, But that is your lot for 
secondary features, '"here’s no 
independent multi-room AV, or 
Airplay, no bespoke anti-jitter digital 
link-ups and (at present) no iPad 
App remote control There is also 
a quite amazing lack of big-name 
component brands such as Anchor 
Bay, S : ', Burr-Brown etc, and virtually 


all the electronics are born and bred 
in-house at the Paradigm Advanced 
Research Centre, or PARC. Most 
notable of these is Anthem's own 
ARC EQ system, notable for being 
a lightly pared-down version of the 
ARC system found on the D2V, And 
that is the best-sounding EQ system 
of any I am yet to hear by a long, 
Canadian country mile. 

Setup and installation is not 
necessarily for the faint hearted, 
though, because the protocols and 
accepted procedures used by almost 
all other manufactures have gone 
right out of the window. Unlike the 
competition, that supply a little 
plastic bodied set-up mic, the MRX 
range comes with a so Lid aluminium 
USB audio mic, an easily adjustable 
tripod, cables and software for your 
Laptop. The whole set up procedure is 
controlled from the PC which runs 
thorough a complete Real me 
Analysis (RTA) measurement before 
applying »ts comprehensive fiLters for 
best stereo music and multichanneL 
movie response curves. ARC feels so 
much more flexible on the PC than 
an in-receiver based system and the 
filtering range runs from 5kHz right 


AV/CV 

Product: 

Positioning: 

Peers: 


down to 20i Iz - a lot lower than 
Audyssey's effective range. Moreover, 
the sheer number-crunching power 
and data storage requirements are 
moved to a dedicated device (ie your 
laptop, notepad, PC etc) offering 
much greater depth, detail and 
flexibility in the system. 

Okay, i admit, the setup is actuaLly 
rather mind bogglingly complex. 

' he Laptop-based EQ will no doubt 
have some users running for the hills 
and the onscreen interface is simply 
not as logical or as well laid out as 
the slick GUIs on the latest Japanese 
receivers. If you do use the setup 
without the safety net of a deaLer 
installation, 1 guarantee you will 
be flicking back and forth through 
the manual wondering why certain 
things just aren’t working. Still, we 
like a challenge. 

True Grit 

"he 7x -20W amps are traditional 
class A/B design, fed from a chunky 
power supply to ensure plenty of 
current for big muLtichanne! swells. 
As per most receivers, the EQ system 
defauLts to being on, but it is worth 
spending some time with the MRX 
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DOLBY VOLUME 


MUTE 



z If 

M 



MEDIA J iPod 


TUNER 


CHANNE13 


AUDIO 


Dolby TrueHD: ves with Dolby Volume 
DTS-HD Master Audio: yes and DTS ES 

6,1 Discrete 

THX:«o 

Multichannel audio: yes 7x120 W 
Multichannel output: yes 7.1 channel 
Multi room: vzs Zone 2, audio-only 

HDMI: vies 4-in, 1-out vl„4a 
AV inputs: yes 4 x composite video & 
phono audio; 2 x coaxial and 

3 x optical 
Video upscaling: yes to 108 Op 
Component video: V£s3-in, 1-out 
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Connection 

quandary: 

Only four 
HDMI inputs 
and one output 
might limit 
setup options 


700 with the EQ off to start with. It is 
a robust sounding beast with plenty 

of'oomph'on tap. The natural 

stance is a heavyweight 
balance that delivers a 
sound stage forged of 

granite with lead trimmings 
and ballast in the belly. With 

suitably dense and moody movies 
such as Hetthoy It on BLu-ray the 
sense of dark foreboding is amplified 
with crushingly intense effects, 
and the bass presence threatens 
to squeeze the air out of your chest. 
While impressive with the right movie 
it's all a bit heavy for Love, Actually 
or Toy Story. 

Engage the ARC and the effect 
is nothing short of astonishing. 1 he 
system’s grip and control of the lower 
frequencies is stunning, turning phat 
bass with added room reverb into 
uLtra-tight, mega-punchy effects 
with lightning-fast transient attack. 
Better still, it does this without 
culling any of the bass power, Quite 
the opposite in fact! Gunfire has 
incredible power that will flap your 
bell-bottoms with every round, and 
explosions attempt to physicalLy 
pitch you off the sofa in a sharp- 
edged wave of percussive violence. 

The ARCs control over the 
subwoofer in particular is way ahead 
of the game, making even Velodyne's 
excellent built-in EQon the DD18 
sound woolly by comparison. 


Pure fairy dust 

In Hettboy 2, as the tooth fairies fly 
around the auction house, the scale 
and dimension of the soundstage is 
perfectly formed, becoming wide, 
spacious and uncluttered. The 
effects come fast and furious With 
the newly dry and tightLy focused 


bass underpinning every effect. 

As Hellboy unloads round after round 
at the fairies, the effect is thrilling and 
immersive, the MRX 700 punching 
well above its price point in terms 
of adrenaline-fuelled action. 

Stepping the pace down produces 
sound that is cleaner, crisper and 
more infectious with the ARC 
engaged, bringing life and sparkle 
to slower-paced movies and Plxar 
classics alike. Dialogue is precision- 
crafted ‘front of house 1 with 
admirable tonaL accuracy to voices. 

It is an incredibly impressive and 
involving sound, but the ARC does 
have its Limitations on the MRX 
series. For example, compared to the 
•mole men tat ion on the D2V, it is not 
quite as sophisticated and the upper 
frequency EQ stops at 5kHz. 

This means that any top-end 
issues borne of, say, feisty speakers 
with too much treble, for instance, or 
an over-damped room, packed full of 
Laura Ashley's finest soft furnishings, 
are left untouched. 

With my elderly Tan nays and their 
now rather smooth and rolLed-off top 
end, the Anthem never achieved the 
sheer magic of the full-bandwidth 
D2V ARC system, " hat. said, it is still 
very impressive and some seven 
grand cheaper, too, Cool, 

ARC royal 

With the ARC tuned to perfection, 
the MRX 700 establishes a new 
standard of sonic performance at 
this price point, and leaves the rest of 
the pack sounding a little lacklustre 
by comparison. Okay, so there is no 
Audyssey DSX, Airplay; full multi¬ 
room, Napster, THX modes and so 
on, but does that matter? Possibly 
not. Decisions, decisions... 
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■4 Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 


im 3W 
m 400 

7D 

0 500 

Idling: Another AVR 
that you're advised to 
switch off when you 're 

not using it 


200 300 


m 

400 

1 Jf nfc 

0 

500 


Powered: 

In five-channel mode 
and at a comfortable 
listening level, real 
world consumption 
averages 12 QW 


Power ratings: Watts (8Q, 0.5% THD) 


K0 

100 ^ 200 



250 


30Q 


150 

10(1 - 260 



250 


300 


2-channel Our 

Tech Labs measured 
135W into 8£i in 
two-channel mode, 
which is above 
Anthem's specification 


5-channel As 

expected there is a 
drop-off in power in 
five-channel mode to 
115W,andto&0W in 
seven-channel mode 


Untainted: Watts 

Anthem MW too 

130W 



Denon AM R-43I 





Of&ynTX'^RSOO* 


ITOW 


Mower St-LXflS 


BOW 


Signal/noise: d S 


20Kz 


I 



70dB 


1kHz 


I 



70dB 


20kHz 



70dB 


Fidelity fine wait: 

A measurement of 
power untainted by 
distortion (0.03THD. 

8P, lkHz), the Anthem 
is somewhat eclipsed 
by its Japanese rivals 


s/N tests: A solid 

measurement across 
the frequency range 



VERDICT 


Anthem MRX 700 
£2,100 Approx 

Highs: Fantastically engaging sound: 

excellent ARC EQ system; 

exceptional build 
Lows: Complex to set up, frugal 
features; low HDMI count 


Performance; 

Design: 

Features: 


























































In the same way that film makers go to great lengths to create spectacular, unforgettable movies, DSE 
Invests all of its effort and expertise to ensure that your new home cinema is a sure-fire blockbuster. 


This means sensational sound and vision for captivating movies, games and TV, and a complete design, 
which balances the best use of precious space with excellent decor to endow a stunning room with the 
perfect ambience. 

Whatever your taste and wherever the space, we'l! help you to find a home for the ultimate HD entertain¬ 
ment experience! To find out more please call 0191 491 4141 


2nd Floor 530 Durham Road 

Low Fell, Gateshead NE9 6HU 

i n fo(S>d seg ro u p.c o.u k 
w w w.d segroup.co.uk 



















































If you still aren't convinced about 3D, John Archer has no doubt at all 
JVC's latest projector will change your mind 
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Distinguishing mark: 

The only way to tell the X? apart 
from its X3 sibling is by the THX 
logo on the front edge 





TV X ot everyone ‘gets' 3D, Indeed, 

I \ I there are days when I’m not 
-L N sure i totally need it myself. 
But not so today. 

At the root of my sudden 30 
love-in is JVC's new DLA-X7 projector. 
Regular readers will know that 
I’ve already tested and thoroughly 
enjoyed the brand’s entry-level and 
ridiculously good value DLA-X3 
(see HCC #193). But the step-up 
X7 reaLly does take quality to 
another level. 

Not that the qualitative Leap is 
obvious from the outside. For, at first 
glance, it appears identical to the X3, 
with the same large, vaguely el Lip tic a I 
body shape, impressively poLished 
finish and striking racing car-style 
vents down either side. 

The X7 does weigh sLightly more 
than its sibling for some reason, 
but really the onLy obvious external 
sign of the X7’s step-up status is 
the addition of a little IHX logo on 
its upper edge,,. 

For dedicated home cinema fans, 
of course, this logo is potentially 
very important, as it shows that 
the X7 has been officially endorsed 
by the legendary third-party ‘quality 
assurance' group, What’s more, 
the logo refers to the machine's 
performance with both 2D and 3D, 
meaning ' HX was convinced about 
such key 3D issues as brightness, 
colour and crosstalk noise. 

Professional thumbs up 

WhiLe I'm on the subject of 
endorsements, the X7 joins the X3 
in being supported by the Imaging 
Science Foundation (ISF), which 
considers the projector f Lexi bie 
enough to be professionally 
calibrated by one of its experts. 

Among the tools available are 
fuller colour management tools 
than you get on the X3 (including a 
unique option to adjust the picture's 
orange balance), a 12-point gamma 
adjustment system, and lamp output 
and manual static iris settings. 

The colour management system 
is a little unusual in its presentation, 
but you can get it to bend to your 
will after a little experimentation, 
it’s pretty likely, however, that most 
people buying this projector will 
have it installed professionally. 

The X7 ! s more basic set-up tools 
- motorised image shifting, focus 
and optical zoom - are impressive 
in terms of both range and the 
finesse with which you can fine-tune 
them, And it’s decently connected, 
with its twin vl.4 HDMis, D-Sub PC 
port (the latter not found on the X3), 



RS232, LAN port and 12V trigger port, 

I always find myself wishing for a 
third HDMI on projectors at the X7 ! s 
level, but JVC is hardly alone in 
sticking with two. 

One other notable connection 
is the port that enables you to add 
JVC’s external 3D transmitter. 

For, unlike Sony's VPL-VW90ES 
active 3D projector, JVC’s models 
don’t incorporate the necessary 
3D transmitter within the main 
projector chassis, i his might annoy 
some, though actually I think the 
flexibility it offers in terms of being 
able to optimise IF? transmission 
angles could be quite handy 
for some room installations. 

More annoying is the fact that 
JVC only includes one pair of active 
shutter glasses as standard (though 
even this is more than you get 
if you buy the X7 in most other 
European territories). 

Peruse the X7’s quoted 
specifications and you’LI notice that 
while it has the same 1300 ANSI 
Lumens of maximum brightness 
as the X3, it promises a 70,000:1 
contrast ratio compared with the 
X3‘s 50,000:1 And let's not forget 
wsth JVC's D-1LA projectors that 
these are native contrast figures, 
in other words, you shouLd be able 
to enjoy a truly extreme contrast 
performance without seeing the 
sort of distracting brightness 
'jumps’ you get when other projectors 
use dynamic irises to achieve 
better contrast. 

And so it proves. For just 35 

I've found with so many 
JVC D-ILA projectors 

before, the X7 can deliver 
a contrast range that’s 
nothing short of awesome. 

The main contributory factor 
to this is the X7’s superlative black 
Leve: response, I simply haven't seen 
a better black colour from a projector 
costing less than five figures. 

Even better, the deep, rich blacks 
don’t look 'breed or dominant, 
thanks to the appearance of 
genuine shadow detail and subtLe 
colour differentiation within even 
the darkest areas. 

i felt on occasion as i r the X3’s 
black level response wasn't quite 
as good as that of JVC's previous 
equivalent model (perhaps as 
a result of JVC having increased 
the X series' brightness output 
substantially to counteract shutter 
3D's tendency to reduce brightness). 
With the X7, though, you get the 
best of both worlds: a significantly 
boosted brightness boost over 


AV/CV 

Product; 


Positioning; 


Peers: 
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Plug n' play: 

Alongside the 
usual video 
inputs, you'll 
find a hook up 

for JVC's 
external 3D 
transmitter 


fast year's equivalent HD750 model, 
but also a black level depth at Least 
as good as that of its ground¬ 
breaking predecessor. Not 
surprisingly this combination makes 
for an image of frequency jaw- 
dropping dynamism. 

Cranked up brightness 

It's also a combination that serves 
the X7’s3D playback extremely we LI. 
For where last year's DLA series 
would have Left 3D looking muted 
and dull (if they'd been able to 
display the new format), the 30 per 
cent boost in brightness JVC has 
introduced for its current range 

means the X7’s 3D images 
look punchy and richly 

coloured - although as with 
any ser ious projector, I'd recommend 
a completely blacked out room 
if you want the very best effect. 

The X7 also suffers even less 
with crosstaLk ghosting noise than 
Sony's VPL-VW90ES. in fact, 
it seldom bothered me at all, 
even during scenes such as the 
notoriously tricky Golden Gate Bridge 
sequence in Monsters Vs Aliens. 

[ his is very impressive indeed 
considering how I’ve become an 
obsessive crosstalk hater over the 
past 12 months. 

However, the really good thing 
about the X7's 3D pictures is their 
sheer size. For seeing great 3D discs 
such as Despicable Me and Avatar 
delivered well on a screen more than 
lOOin in breadth is enough to win 
over even the most die-hard 3D 
sceptic. I've seen it happen. 


My biggest gripe with the X7's 3D 
playback actual.y doesn't involve 
its picture quality. Rather it’s the 
relatively loud running noise the 
PJ kicks out when using the high¬ 
brightness 3D preset. It’s not 
unbearable, but it could be enough 
to persuade some people to sacrifice 
brightness and switch the lamp 
power output to its lowest level, 
which greatly reduces cooling noise. 

Fab with flat-0-vis ion 

However impressive the X7's 3D 
pictures might be, 3D viewing 
will probably only occupy a small 
proportion of your total viewing time 
(unless you’re James Cameron). 

So it’s handy that the X7 is aLso 
a terrific 2D projector. On top of 
its impressive handling of dark 
sequences are punchy whites that 
are a big step forward from last year’s 
models, intense colours and dean 
motion handbng, even without 
resorting to the provided motion 
processing circuitry. 

I'd also like to commend the X7’s 
complete freedom 'Tom distracting 
video noise and its terrific sharpness, 
which did fulL justice to the 
exceptionally detailed BLu-ray 
transfer of The Social Network during 
my audition period. 

The big question for the X7,1 guess 
guess, is whether it can really justify 
costing nearly twice as much as the 
X3. in my opinion it can, because it 
delivers a marked improvement over 
its cheaper sibling. 

it’ll be interesting to see how the 
flagship X9 can be even better... 


* 


Tech Labs 


Power consumption: Watts 



White screen: 

An expected power 
consumption torn such 

a potent projector - 
'high'lamp mode 
increases it 305W 


Test footage: 

No change in power use 

with movie footage 


Contrast: ratio 


Gaime d 
70,000:1 



Actual 

45,000:1 


Colour temp: Kelvin 



Picture: An excellent 
real world contrast 
ratio, with a brightness 

cfl3.3fl 


Presets: 

A range o* CT presets 
that we measured as 
being sightly off (see 
below). But you can 
create your own 
user Setting to 
achieve 6,500 K 
5500 K: 6300 K 
6,000K: 6800K 
6.400K: 7,400K 
7,500K: 8.500 K 



VERDICT 

JVC DLA-X7 
£6,500 approx 

-iighs: Stunning 2D and 3D pictures; 
plenty of set-up and calibration 

flexibility; solid value 
l ows; Minor crosstalk with 3D; 
slightly tricky colour management 
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Cliff Joseph goes on a file frenzy with Toshiba's 1TB media player 




TOSHIBA 


here’s no 
shortage of 
‘multimedia hard 
disks’ available these days, and 
they're handy for people who want 
to store photos, music and video 
files and play them on a TV or music 
system. However, most of these 
devices are produced by specialist 
hard disk manufacturers and they 
aren’t always as user-friendly as 
they couLd be - so I was curious to 
see what additional expertise mass 
market brand Toshiba would bring 
to its Stor,E TV+. 

This is a neat little black box that 
sits alongside your TV, "wo versions 
are available: the one reviewed 
here with a 1TB internal hard disk 
and a 2TB model at £200 (cheaper 
than rivals such as the popuLar 
WD TV, which costs £199 with a 1TB 
hard disk), 

A glance around the back reveals 
two USB ports - one for connecting 
to a PC, and the other for attaching 
a memory stick, externa: hard disk or 
camera - along with an Ethernet port 
for network connection and HDMI 
port that provides 1080p output '"or 
your HD TV, "here’s also a composite 
video output, analogue stereo and 
coaxial connector for 5.1 audio. 

On the right-hand side of the unit you 
get a third USB port and a memory 
card reader, too. 

However, i was a little 
disappointed when 1 powered up 
the Stor.E TV+ to find a decidedly 
functional onscreen interface. Its 
main Home screen consists of eight 
just icons, which enable you to 


rowse the contents of the internal 
Black b ox: h a rd d is k, con nected USB devices o r 
Store. E TV+ m emory ca rds, o r to adj us t net wo rk 
sits by your and other settings. 



Storage: 


TV without 
offending 
you r eye 


One option that did catch my eye, 
though, was the ‘External DVD' icon 
that lets, you connect a USB DVD 
drive- to the Stor.E TV+ and use it to 
play discs. You can control playback 
using the standard remote control 
provided and this also includes an 
8X zoom for video playback, 32X fast 
forward/back or 1/16X slow-motion. 

The Stor.E TV* can also 
play a good range of audio 

formats, it 

handLed my mixed iTunes library 
of AAC and MP3 audio files with no 
problems, and produced good results 
with a number of HD video test files. 
Supporting uPnP, it can also play 
media files stored on games consoles 
on your network. 


UPnP Compliant: Yes 




3 x USB; Memory card reader (SD, 


, Memory Stick); 
al digital audio: c 


vl.3; 


stereo phono output 
Dimensions: 46.4(h) x206{w) 


Weight: 13Kg 
Audio file formats MP3, AAC, WMA, 
OGG, FLAG, Dolby Digital, DTS 


Video file formats: MPEG-1, MPEG-2, 
MPEG-4, AVI, H.264, WMV9, MKV, 



AV/CV 

Product: 


Positioning: 


Peers 


Achilles* Heel 

he Stor.E "V+ does have some 
rough edges, though. There’s no 
support for DivX or Xvid formats, 
and MP4 files from iTunes with the 
,m4v suffix had to be relabelled as 
MP4. The files played perfectly well, 
but renaming is tedious work. 

You can browse through individual 
folders on the internal hard disk, but 
the device won’t let you check your 
music library by artist, genre or album 
title, as per the WD TV. Toshiba 
boasts that the Stor.E TV+ can store 

,000s of hours of media files, but 
it needs to provide more efficient 
browsing options to help you find 
what you want more quickly 





VERDICT 

Toshiba Stor.E “V* 

£170 Approx 

Highs: Large hard disk; supports good 

range of audio and video 

file formats 
Lows: Inelegant graphical nterface; 

limited browsing options 
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Danny Phillips auditions the musically-endowed, super-featured AVR 
from the brand with a big reputation for value 


E very year, Onkyo’s home 

cinema hubs top the bestseller 
lists, appealing to punters 
looking for an amp that delivers 
maximum bang for their buck. 

And this year, the company clearly 
intends to retain its position at the 
top. The 7.2-channel TX-NR609 is 
the most advanced model in Onkyo’s 
first wave of 2011 receivers, offering 
full network capability and a couple 
of exciting world firsts. 

Chief among these is its ability to 
stream music directly from Spotsfy. 
With over 10 million songs available 
in 320k quality, it could put your MP3 
player out of a job, but you’ll need 
a Premium account to use It. 


Alongside this is a wealth of other 
connected services, including vTuner 
internet radio, Napster, Last.fm, and 
DLNA-certified music streaming from 
networked devices, AIL of these are 
accessed at the touch of a button 
using gloriously simple menus. The 
Spot if y interface is particularly good, 
displaying cover art and providing 
access to playlists and features such 
as ‘What’s New’ and 'Starred'. 

It’s also the world’s first receiver 
to feature MarveLl Qdeo video 
processing technology, which has the 
power to upscale any video source 
to 3840 x 2160 (4K) resolution. This 
may not have any practical use right 
now, but could be handy when sets 


Like Toshiba’s 4K glasses-free TV hit 
the shops within the next 12 months. 

Above and beyond 

Head bn e-grabbers aside, when it 
comes to such fundamentals as 
audio processing, amplification and 
performance, it’s pretty much 
untouchable at this price. Like its 
predecessor, the brilliant TX-SR608, 
the NR609 is THX Seiect2 Pius 
certified, decodes any HD audio 
format and offers 7 x 160W of grunt, 
with two LFE pre-outs if you want 
to buLk up bass wsth a second sub. 
There’s even a choice of ‘vertical 
surround’ processing, with Dolby Pro 
Logic Hz and Audyssey DSX both 
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vying for your attention, rhe latter 
offers greater flexibility,, enabling you 
to use the surround back speakers 
as front height or front wide channels 
(although with only seven channels, 
you will have to give up those 
surround backs no matter what.) 

On the socketry front, you get no 
less than six HOME vl.4 inputs (one of 
which is found on the front) making 
it ready to receive full HD 3D signals 
and audio from an ARC-compatible 
TV, Other high.ights come in the 
shape of powered Zone 2 output, 
an analogue RGB input for PCs and 
a USB port with extensive media 
playback. The Ethernet connection 
is currently your only way of getting 
online, but Onkyo is set to launch a 
wireless USB adaptor. On the minus 
side, there are no multichannel 
analogue inputs. 

Build qua Li ty is spot-on and Onkyo 
has revamped the external design, to 
include a flat fascia with buttons 
discreetly tucked along the grooves. 
While classy, the exposed sockets are 
asking for troubLe if you have kids. 

Get set 

The Audyssey 2EQ auto setup works 
•ts magic with the supplied mic and 
test tones, or you can OIV by delving 


into the onscreen setup menu, which 
uses the same logical layout as last 
year's modeLs but with swanky new 
fonts and graphics. 

Its performance is magnificent, 
handling Blu-ray soundtracks with 
consummate control, roof-raising 
power and the same deftness of 
touch that graced its predecessor. 

During the sedate opening scenes 
of inception, it gently caresses the 
Lapping waves, teasing out the 
background ambience. And the 
expository dialogue is articulated 
with admirable clarity and body. 

But as the dream starts to fall 

apart, the Onkyo handles 

the epic-scale action with 

thunderous power, swift, 
decisive steering and 
terrific effects placement. 

Debris crashes to the floor with 
a chandeLier-shaking thump, while 
the wave of water cascading into 
the room mixes frightening low- 
frequency presence with clean 
top-end detail t’s a top-drawer 
movie performer, and although you’ll 
get even greater power and subtlety 
from more expensive modeLs, we 
doubt you’ll hear many better £500 
amps this year. The TX-NR609 is a 
force to be reckoned with 


AV/CV 

Product: 


Position: 


Peers: 


Tech Labs 


Power consumption: Watts 

200 300 200 300 

ISO 400 100 *00 



Idling: Reasonable 
power consumption for 

an AVRofthis 
complexity 


Powered: 

With movie footage, 
real world use averages 

150W with five 
channels driven 


Power ratings: Watts (812, 0 . 5 % THD) 



2-charnel Sii: 

Delivers a solid stereo 
measurement, 
althoLsgh below 
Onkyo 5 own 
specification 


5-channel BP: 

This multichannel 
figure is very good 
considering 
the receiver's 
market position 


Untainted: Watts 


75W 



CWOQfl AVR-l&fl 



now 


Pioneer VSX-92B 

6DVV 



VametaSX-1067 


12 D'A" 


Signal/noise: dB 


20 Hz 



85dB 


IkiHIz 



85dB 




Fidelity firewall: 

A measure of power 
achieved before 
distortion becomes 
unacceptable 
(G.03%THD). 
The Onkyo is up to spec 
but not as 'clean’ 
as some rivals 


S/N tests: 

Good, but not excellent 

across ail frequencies 
- high listening levels 
are afflicted by a 
noticeable hiss 




VERDICT 


Onkyo TX-NR609 
£500 Approx 

Highs: Comprehensive features; 

stunning sound quality 
Lows: No analogue 
multichannel inputs 


Performance: 

1 Jr 

JUUu 

—!*■ jMW, Jllfa. 

Design: 

3000 
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E RM2-T £4,860 



www.screenexceUence.com 




John Archer auditions an 
screen that pleases his ears and his 




espite being a relatively new 
name on the UK projection 
screen scene, Screen 
Excellence (part of U.See Ltd) has 
already successfully established 
itself, apparently as a result of the 
product that’s really catching the 
eye of both end users and custom 
installers alike, And that's the EN4K 
fabric, as fitted for our test into the 
motorised RM2-T rig. 

So just what’s so specia. about 
this textile? WelL, essentially, it’s a 
proprietary acoustically transparent 
screen that avoids the picture 
problems often associated with 
such screens (to the extent that it’s 
apparently ‘4k compatible'), while 
also costing surprisingly little. 

Meanwhile, the iOOin RM2-T rig 
Looks fairLy unassuming, having been 
designed to be unobtrusive when 
you’re not using it. The container for 
the screen is just a long, flat-backed 
barrel in a metallic black finish. 

However, this finish immediately 
raises concern, because it reflects 
a noticeable strip of light along the 
barrel’s underside when the screen 
is being used. 

(We're now told that the RM2-" 
wilL be offered with a fuLl velvet finish 
as an option - Ed.) 



Motor home 

After this slightLy careless start, 
though, things improve fast. For a 

start, the simple motorised 
mechanism for lowering 

screen 
works surprisingly 
smoothly and quietly for 
a unit in the RM2-TTS price 

bracket. What’s more, once it’s 
fully extended, it has enough tension 
to look as flat and ‘solid’ as a fixed 
frame screen. 

It’s good, too, to see the screen 
framed by a really light-absorbing 
black veLvet border and fitted with 
a layer of black backing. This backing 
should play a crucial role in reducing 
the light let through (and thus 


Hasta la Vista: 



Excellence 
also offers the 
VistaCurve 
Cinemascope 
screen with 
EN4k fabric 


flV/CV 

Product: 


Positioning 


Peers: 
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‘wasted’) by the acoustically 
transparent screen’s perforations, 

Mean while, the ‘weave’ of the 
main 0.98 gain, matte white fabric 
is startlingly dense and smooth for 
an acoustically transparent screen. 
And since there's no easily discernible 
mesh or grid-like pattern in the fabric, 
no discernible screen structure shows 
up in the pictures, either. 

Acid test 

Using a trio of projectors — Epson's 
TW55O0, JVC’s X3 and Sony's VW90 
- with various brightness outputs 
and source types, the RM2-”' never 
once betrayed a hint of fabric screen 
structure from any sort of remotely 
sensible viewing distance. 

This a considerable achievement 
for an acoustically transparent fabric 
that starts at around £1,800 for an 
80in fixed screen version. Even some 
similarly priced ‘solid' vinyl screens 
struggle to completely hide their 
structure from the picture, 

Even better, there’s not 

the slightest trace of moire 

interference. This wavy line 

noise can occur with acoustically 
transparent screens when the rows 
and columns of pixels in a picture 
have a step size dose to that of the 
fabric’s perforation step or weave 
size. But the RM2-Fs image is totally 
noise-free and natural, even when 
showing very bright images. 

The fineness and solidity of the 
EN4K fabric suggests, Indeed, that it 
probably will deliver on its ‘4k’ claims, 
although I couldn't actually test this, 
given the current difficulties in finding 
4k projectors and sources. 

What I was able to test on the 
EN4K, though, was full HD alternate 
frame 3D footage. And the screen 


resolved Avatar’s extraordinary deta 1 
levels and perfect depth handling 
with seemingly effortless accuracy 
that was just superb. 

Three-dimensional viewing does 
highlight a solitary EN4K ‘weakness’, 
as 3D images looked a touch darker 
and less punchy than they do on my 
reference solid (not acousticaLly 
transparent) screen. The slight loss 
of brightness created by the screen’s 
acoustic transparency can also lead 
to colours looking marginalLy less 
vibrant, too, But hues are nonetheless 
very accurate in tone and extremely 
clean with it. 

In fact, while a solid screen might 
give you a slightly brighter image, 
by the standards o' acoustically 
transparent fabrics, especially 
affordable ones, the amount of 
.ight seeping right through the EN4K 
material is actual.y remarkably 
smalL, especially when you take into 
account how well it allows audio to 
permeate through from speakers 
mounted behind it. Screen Excellence 
claims the screen introduces just 2dB 
of audio Loss, despite the density 
of its fabric, and to be honest, I 
struggled to detect any deterioration 
in the audio at all, using either my 
ears or measuring equipment. 

Lightbulb moment 

At this point, the full and potent 
appeal of the RM2-T suddenly 
becomes blindingLy clear. 

From the way it balances picture 
quality and acoustic transparency 
while costing so relatively little, 
it makes a hugely attractive 
proposition for anyone wanting 
to put together a convenient, but 
aLso high-quality home cinema 
room without spending a fortune 


Here come 
the grills: 

The RM2-T 

never once 
revealed 
a trace 
of fabric 
structure 



Low light seepage: The tightly 
woven ; 1N4K fabric is the secret 
ingredient to this screen's success 


■» Specifications 

YES happy showing stuff up 

to 4k and beyond 

0,98 neutral 
Mounting onlinn.';; Fixed frame; 

motorised RM2-T; 
Masking version; curved 
Cinemascope version 
Max size without seam; 3m 
fpfj turin N ewly d eve loped weave 
to simultaneously allow acoustic 
transparency and solid; motorised 
option with simple but effective 

tension system 
o te contra One button makes the 
screen go up: another makes it go 

down Got that? 



VERD CT 


Screen Excellence RM2- , 

From £4,860 approx 

Achieves a remarkable screen 
density for an acoustically 
transparent screen; very affordable 
-qws: Light reflects onto the bottom 

of the top casing 
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B lu-ray players are evolving. No 

longer is a straight HD upgrade 
to DVD enough to tempt 
cash-strapped buyers, We demand 
more from our kit; we want 3D, 
networking, rainbows and kittens. 

And lo. As a great example of 
hybrid theory, Samsung is giving us 
the BD-D69GG, "be disc-spinning 
element o ,r this deck is just one 
of many attractions; it aLso has 
a Freeview HD tuner, access to 
Samsung's Smart Hub IPTV and 
apps portal and can even double as 
a PVR (if you provide the hard drive). 

The device has been designed to 
ape the brand’s upmarket TV 
screens, being thin and shiny, with 
a centre-mounted, touch-sensitive 
display. The unit uses a slot-in drive 
and there's integrated wi-fi, too. 

Accessing this feast of functions is 
easy via a lovely, hi-res menu system.. 
From here you can jump to the Smart 
Hub, search your network for devices 
or watch and record TV. As stated, the 
BD-D6900 will record to an external 
USB d rive, h ooked o n e up an d i t was 
good to go after being formatted. 

DRM ensures recordings can only 
be pLayed back on this unit. There is 
Limited in-deck editing, though, such 
as dividing and partial deleting. 


-> Specifications 

3D: vies and 2D-3D conversion 

Upscaling: yes to 1080p 

Multircgion: wo Region B BD/R2 DVD 

HDMl: yesx 1V 1.4 

Component: vss x 1 

Multichannel analogue: wo 

Digital audio: m optical and coaxial 

digital outputs 

SACD/DVD-A: nq/hd 

Dolby TrueHD/OTS-HDdecoding: rcs/vES 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD bitstream: /es/mes 
Profile 2,0: yes 

Tuner: DVB-T2 Freeview HD 
Memory: Records to external HDDs 
Dimension: 430(w)x 255(d) 
x33(h)mm 


The Smart Hub portal looks much 
Like it does on the brand's TVs. But 
there’s no open web browser or 
Live TV window. Our review sample 
sported most of the key attractions: 
You lube, Daily Motion, Fac ebook, 
''witter, Picasa, Google Maps, 
Acetracks. There was no BBC iPlayer, 
but this may have been offline. 

The unit is DLNA compliant, but 
network media streaming isn’t 
entirely successful. Across my test 
network, it was unable to play MKV 
or MOVs. AVIs played albeit without 
SRT subtitLes. Samsung optimises 
streaming from PCs rather than NAS 
products, so other users may have 
more success. The deck is at its best 
when pLaying files from a USB Flash 
drive, whereupon stubborn MKVs kick 
into action and AVIs do play back 
with subtitles, 


Swiss army 
knife: Playing 
Blu-ray discs is 
just one of lhe 

BD-D69O0S 

many functions 


3D converter 

Blu-ray playback in both 2D and 3D 
I’d rate as fine for the cash. Pictures 
enjoy lavish levels of detail and noise 
is low. : 'here’s 2D-LO-3D conversion 
for flat source material, and while this 
can be unpredictable with moving 
images, it creates a quite interesting 
effect on some digital stills. For what 
it’s worth, I think Samsung has 
probably the best faux 3D conversion 
tec h a vai [able. 

However, I would only rate DVD 
upscalsng as average, and as a 
CD player the BD-D6900 is best 
described as functional. Plumbed 
into a relatively high-end system, 
it realLy doesn't image that well. 

But then, it’s not that kind of product. 

OveralL, the BD-D6900 is 
a pleasingly innovative release 
from Samsung, "hose looking 
for a do-it-aLl 3D, HD and 
connected TV upgrade to their 
entertainment systems will find 
it uniquely appealing 


Tech Labs 



Power consumption: Watts 

3W) 200 300 


400 

100 

400 

5m 

0 

500 


Idling: A fair figure for 

a machine with an 

integrated tuner 


Powered: An increase 
of only 3W when 
spinning a disc 


Audio Jitter: Ps 

500 

250 7M 


0 1000 

Sound: 

A good result audio 

jitter results that 
suggests a solid 

Construction 


Loading: Boot/Java 

Boot speed 

■ i2s 

Disc loading 
speed 



Disc loading & Java: 

Boo: up takes you 
straight to the tuner, 
and is a little slow, but 

the slot loading 
mechanism is quick 


HOC VERDICT 

Samsung BD-D690G, £300 Approx 

Highs: Generous feature spread; 

Smart Hub portal; good 
all-round performance 
Lows: Can't record/browse the 
Smart Hub portal at the same time; 
unpredictable media streaming 
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STORES 

NATIONWIDE 

Aberdeen* 01224 252797 

Basingstoke'01256 324311 
Black poof 01253 300599 
Bolton* 01204 395789 

Brentwood" 01277 264730 
Brighton (Hove)* 01273 733333 
Bristol'0117 974 3727 
Bromley 020 8290 1938 
Camberley* 01276 685597 

Cambridge* 01223 304770 

Cardiff* 029 2022 8565 
Chelsea" 020 7352 9466 

Cheltenham' 01242 241 i 7 


ChoHeywood (V\ktford)* * 0345 5046364 

Enfield* 020 8367 3132 
Epsom* 01372 720720 

Exeter* 01392 213395 
Glasgow" 0141 332 9655 

Guildford 01483 536666 

Holborn'020 78377540 

Kingston* 020 8547 0717 

Lancaster* 01524 39657 
Leeds (Wetherby)' 01937 536886 
Lincoln* 01522 527397 
Lough ton* 020 8532 0770 
Maidstone* 0! 622 636366 
Manchester' 0161 839 3369 
N orwich" 01603 767605 
Nottingham* 01 15 911 2121 


Oxford' 01865 241773 
Poole* 01202 671677 
Portsmouth* 023 9266 3604 
Preston* 01772 883958 
Reading* 01(8 959 7768 
S eve no a ks 0173 2 45955 5 

Sheffield* 0114 255 5861 
Southampton* 023 8033 7770 
Swansea* 01792 474603 
Swindon" 01793 538222 
Tunbridge Wells 01892 531543 
Warri ngton" 01925 632179 
Weybridge 01932 340859 
Wttham {Essex) 01376 501733 
Worcester* 01905 619059 
Yeovil* 01935 700078 


VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE 

for the latest offers and news, 
as well as the convenient 
option to order many 
products on-line or click to 
reserve before you travel. 




NEW 201 I 
GUIDE 

Visit our website and request 
the new 56 page Seven oaks 
and AudioT guide FR££. 

UK McrJand Only: 


PLEASE MOTEs SOME RRANDS/PKODUCTS ARE NOT AVAILABLE AT AL. STORES. SPEC! AUADDED VALUE OFFERS ARE MOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER JNICWAOO). ADVERT VALID UNIT: 01*W2QI I. f&OE 

*THESE STORES ARE FRANCHJSEO AND OPERATE UNDFR A LICENCE AGREEMENT TO 5FVFNOAKS SOUND & VISION. 


www.SSAV.com 
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REAL STORES 
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Sevenoaks Sound & Vision have Stores nationwide - Each carries 



the very best in Home Cinema and Hi-Fi equipment on 

ready for you to watch* Isten to and compare in our dedicated 

demonstration rooms, 



REAL PEOPLE 

Our staff are friendly knowledgeable and passionate about 

music and film and the equipment needed to get the most 
out of your coUeeuon.They will be tie lighted to assise you 


system for years to come- 




REAL PRODUCTS 

A wide selection of produces from the worlds leading maaufec- 
turersrbotfc traditional and contemporary is in stock and available 
for you to take home. We abo offer a delivery and installation 
service as well as a convenient on-line option to dick and reserve 
many of our products before you travel www.SSAV.com 





FOR THE LASTEST TV RANGES FROM PANASONIC, 
PHILIPS, SAMSUNG Sc SONY VISIT WWW.SSAV.COM 



DEMON ID / UNIVERSAL DISC PLAYERS 

Enjoy Super Audio C X DVD-Audio and network content in ex¬ 
ceptional sound and picture quality with the Denon DBP-1611UD 
and new DBP-2012UD 3D Elu-ray disc players. 


YAMAHA 3D / UNIVERSAL DISC PLAYER 

his new BD-S106/ 3D Blu-ray player has been designed for high 
performance and for■ optimum matching with Yamaha AV receivers 
and is SA-CD and DVD-Audio compatible 



ARC AM FMJ AVR400 AV RECEIVER 

Using technology developed from the acclaimed AVR6C0 receiver 
and AVBB3 processor; the new AVR4C0 has been d&veloped as a 
more affordable way to .access Arcarn's legendary sound quality 



PIONEER AV RECEIVERS 

Whether you're I isten ing watching or playing Pioneer's range of 
AV receivers is desigi>ed to lift your senses to the highest level aixJ 
offer you the bed: 3D viewing experience.; 



ON KYO TX-NR609 AV REC EIVIR 

Get the most out of your movies, music and gaining with Onlyo's 
intuitive: and easy to use AV receivers.The range indudes the new 
TX-N R60$ which replaces the awand-winningTX-SR60B. 


NEW 



OPTOMA 3D-XL * HD67N 3D PROJECTOR 

The new 3D-XL projector adapter simply connects between a 
3D source and the HD67N projector for a big screen fully im¬ 
mersive 3D experience. 



NEW 



www.SSAV.com 


Ptease Noe© Some brands/producte are not m <liable at all scores. 
Sp#csaii'afddi!d value offers are riot n corjuncrion wsLh any other 
(NICWAOO). 

Adwrt valid writ® 02K)6/2011. FlfOK. 
































































PANASONIC 

VS ERA DT3Q 3D LED TV 


NEW 


These new Full HD 3D LED-backlit LCD 

HDTVs features a host of facilities including a 
3D VIERA I mage Viewer to view 3D HD video 
recorded on an SD Memory card along with 
2D and 3D digital still JPEG images; DLNA,4 
HDMI connections; 3 USB ports; a PC input 
and are WiFi-ready 


Both models employ IPS Alpha LED panel for 
a wide viewing angle with almost no picture 
degradation. 


TX.L12PT30 „ TX-L37DT30 
£ SSAVCOM 1,7 £ SSAV.COM 



SONY BDP-S380 BLU-RAY PLAYER 

New Blu-ray disc player 'which also supports multimedia content 
from the Internet or from a computer £ SSAV.COM 



KEF KHT 700S ■ KHT 8005 AV SPEAKERS 

Stunning 5.1 surround sound from only four -slim speakers for 
your flat screen TV, 

KHT 7005 £ SSAV.COH KHT S00S £ SSAV.COM 


PANASONIC DMP*BDT310 3D BLU-RAY PLAYER 

This new top-of-the-range 3D player offers everything you could 
possibly hope for in * Blu-ray player £ SSAVCOM 



YAM A HA O EG ITAL SOU NO P ROj ECTORS 

Improve your TV sound with a digital sound projector Features 
include HD decoding. 40 beam drivers and digital amplification. 

YSfM 100 / YSP-5 IOD £ SSAV.C OH 


REAL VALUE 

Fantastic vai ue for money is our ai m. Although we remai n 

Independent, youll be pleasantly surprised just how 
competitive we can be - with the added benefit of seeing, 
hearing m4 touching die product before you buy, md 

someone to help if things go wrong. 


FOR our latest prices 

AND OFFERS VISIT 

www.SSAV.com 



DEMON AV RECEIVERS AVR- 1911 


Endowed with Denon's high-end technology 
and experience, these versatile and uncompro¬ 
mising AV receivers meet the needs of both 
hqme cinema enthusiasts and beginners alike. 


£ SSAVCOM 
AVR-2311 

£ SSAVCOM 



YAMAHA AV RECEIVERS RX V2067 

Building on their long ti aditioo of sonic excellence £ S S AVC O M 
and exceptional build quality Yamaha's range of 
AV receivers includes many perfomnance en- RX-V3067 
hsncing technologies and innovative features. £ SSAV.COM 




REI¬ 
TS SUBWOOFER 

The RELT5 delivers the 
exceptional low-bass 
performance, rugged build 
qualrty and inique design 
of lai ger REL. models at a 
more affordable piice- 

Gloss Black or White. 


BOWERS Sr WILKINS MT-30 SPEAKER PACKAGE 

Award-winning 5.1 speaker system combining the Ml satellite 
speakers with the PV-1 subwoofer 

PANORAMA SOUND BAR 


Panorama adds a whole new dimension to home entertainment 
bii nging truly immersive surround sound to yourTV from a single, 
discreet speaker 






BOSTON SOUNDWARE XS £J 

SPEAKER PACKAGE 


This award-winning small, but sturdy;speaker package gives 
a cohesive, balanced, full-bodied sound 


KEF AUDIO 



T SERIES 

Enjoy serious hi-fi sound with KEFs ultra-dim 
T Series speakers Featuring a new low profile 
woofer and vented tweeter for dear midrange 


and sparking detail. 






Q SERIES 







Tie new Q series 
features an all new Uni-Q 
array with advanced bass 

technologies. 



JVC DLA X3 D-ILA 3D PROJECTOR 

Expeiieixe 3D mwies, games and sport at home.The new 
DLA-X3 D-ILA. projector will bring another dimension to 

your viewing enjoyment 


MON1TORAUDIO 

For superior sound quality anywhere in your home, Monitor Audio has a speaker solution 
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RADIUS R90 HD 10 


BRONZE BX2 5 1 



SEVENoa<S 

SOUND & VISION 


Release: StoreMags & FantaMag 


























































A t first glance, the Minx looks 

no more remarkable than the 
speakers you get with an 
all-in-one home cinema system 
made by various Korean or Japanese 
mass market brands. But we need to 
look West rather than East in seeking 
a comparison: think Bose rather than 
Sony or LG and you get the idea. 

Cambridge Audio reckons 
that Minx ‘completely rewrites the 
rulebook of what's possible from 
miniature speakers’. 


BuiLd quality bodes well, with 
ext ractable banana sockets and 
a high-gloss lacquer finish applied 
to dinky Little cabinets that are 
engineered from acoustically 
damped thermo polymer and 
extruded aluminium. Peeling off 
the grilles reveals a surprise: instead 
of domes and tweeters there are 
perfectly flat discs with rubber 
surrounds. Each driver has a hybnd 
flat-panel radiator mounted on 
a conventional rubber surround. 


Sexy little 
Minx: 

Cambridge 

Audio's new 
sub,'sat system 
is cuteness 

overload 


Here is Minx’s unique selLing point: 
its use of Balanced Mode Radiator 
(BMR) technology. These full range 
drivers - reaching the 20kHz Limit 
of human hearing - use NXT-style 
‘bending wave' principles for higher 
frequencies and conventional 
pistonic driver movement for lower 
ones. According to CA, this resuLts 
in a wider frequency response than 
similarly sty Led speakers with deeper 
and more powerful bass, plus broader 
sound dispersion. 
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The company is certainly playing 
the lifestyle card here, and as welL 
as black and white lacquer finishes, 
there are options for mounting, 
comprising the basic supplied wall 
bracket, a £15 pedestal stand and 
£80 floorstanders. 

The Minx lineup comes in three 
5.1 permutations, ranging from the 
Min 215 with single-driver satellites 
combined with a 200W subwoofer; 
or the twin-driver satellites hitched to 
their 300W sub and, finalLy, the same 
sats in tow with a 500W sub. My 
sample, the 5325, uses the twin- 
dirver sats and the 300W woofer. 

The sub looks classy and 
resplendent in gloss bLack and sits on 
so.id rubberised feet Like the sats, it 
takes an unconvent ion a l approach; 
behind a removable nylon grilLe is a 
forward-firing driver which combines 
with an downward-firing Auxiliary 
Bass Radiator (ABR). A bespoke DSP 
has been implemented to help 
deliver superior efficiency and enab.e 
a much smaLler footprint than would 



normally be expected to deliver a 
claimed frequency response as low 
as 33 Hz. 

The rear panel offers control of 
gain, phase and crossover frequency 
and includes a line-out socket for 
adding a second sub, "here’salso 
a handy signal detection feature and 
a w-reless port for removing the LFE 
input cable at some future stage. 

Blow the doors off 

Fired up, it soon becomes apparent 
that the Minx is indeed a remarkable 
system, but not an unqua.ified 

success. The sub is an 

extraordinary beast, tike a 
kitten with the lungs of a 

tion. In the first chapter of there 
Will Be Blood on Blu-ray, Daniel 
Day-Lewis sets off an explosion 
that blew the gnlLe off the sub. My 
fault for not fixing it tightly enough, 
but on a second serving! watched 
in amazement as my plasterboard 
walls reverberated. As the beautifully 
scored soundtrack reaches a 
crescendo you really feel the drama 
of the scene’s cLimax is enhanced, 
as the bass seals the sense of 
excitement and fulfillment Likewise, 
when The Thing shouts ‘fine’ on the 
Brooklyn Bridge in the Fantastic 
Four’s DTS-HD soundtrack. I had 
my shirt pressed back into my chest. 
As the truck exploded, the subwoofer 
gently flexed its LFE muscle and the 
room boomed in a purposeful, yet 
controlled, way. 

But what of the satellites? 

They certainly seem to '111 the room, 
exhibiting much more power than 
you’d expect and ac hieving that 
broad sound dispersion, but they do 
have ars obvious flaw, which is that 
mid-to-bigher frequencies tend to 
lack subtLety, while dialogue sounds 
cold and shri.l as if it has come from 
a primitive, unrefined digital amplifier. 
B-gger noises, such as the fsre engine 
crash in the Fantastic Four, screech an 
uncomfortable assault on the ears, 

A quick spin of Jeff BuckLey’s Real 
was a si mi La r experience; the sub and 
sats filled the room effortlessly, but 
the vocals remained deeply 
unsatisfactory and felt unreal. 

Gorgeous 

[ he S325 is certainLy a remarkable 
product. This system can fill a 
room with an impressively broad 
soundstage, the sub would be 
a truly compelling proposition as 
a standalone product, and the 
whole package .ooks gorgeous. It s 
just a shame its upper frequency 
performances lacks refinement 



Specifications 

Min20 LCR and rears 
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2 x 2.25in BMR cone drivers 

E r 'sure: Sealed 
jency Response: 130Hz-20kHz 
Sens 87dS (2.83Vrms) 

Prwpr Fhnrilinr?' 15-75W 

78(w) x 154(h) x 85{d)mm 

Weight: 0./5kg 


Minx X300sub woofer 

Drive Unir: 1 x Sin aluminium cone 
driver subwoofer; 1 x Sin aluminium 

cone driver passive radiator 

Enclosure; Sealed 
Frequency Response?: 33Hz-200Hz 
board power: 30OW RMS digital amp 

266(w)x 311(h) x 

278(d) mm 

75 kg 


L- 





VERDICT 


Cambridge Audio Minx S325 

£800 Approx 

Highs Gassy finish; extraordinary 
power especially from the versatile 
sub; removable banana sockets 
Lov Shril; mid-to-high range 
frequencies; cold-sounding dialogue 


> 



AWARDS 2010 HQM1 CiNfMA CHOICI 


















































78 PANASONIC DMP-BD75->£110 Approx 


www. Panasonic 






If 3D is a complete turn-off and you just want a competent Blu-ray player that 
delivers great pictures, Danny Phillips has the perfect solution 


U nsurprisingly, 3D will continue 

to dominate the home 
cinema agenda in 2011, with a 
flood of 3D-capable TVs and Blu-ray 
products hitting the market as the 
year unfolds. Indeed, Panasonic’s 
new range of Blu-ray decks includes 
no fewer than four 3D-ready models. 

But it’s worth remembering that 
not everyone has the desire or the 
budget to embrace the 3D revolution, 
which Is why Panasonic a:so provides 
a coupLe of non-3D models, including 
the DMP-SD75. 

This entry-Level player has been 
stripped of the headline-grabbing 
features of its 3D stable mates, its 
focus shifting to the brands proven 
picture prowess, and given a lower 
price tag to match. 

Little black number 

Panasonic has made a concerted 
effort to downsize dimensions in 
order to reduce the amount of 


packaging, making the BD75 so slim 
you could aLmost slip it in your wallet. 
Art deco it's not, but the understated 
black styling is undeniably tasteful 
and the aluminium bodywork is 
surprisingly robust. Just a couple of 
buttons adorn the fascia, alongside 
a USB port in place of the usual SD 
card slot and a basic display panel 

The rear panel also screams ‘entry 
level’. A LI you’lL find there are HDMI, 
composite video and stereo audio 
outputs, which is pretty much all you 
need if you own an HDMI-equipped 
AV receiver. But those who need a 
separate digital audio output, or 
muLtichannel analogue ports, shouLd 
look further up the range. 

There’s also an Ethernet port, 
which on Panasonic's more 
expensive players enables you 
to explore the new Viera Connect 
cloud internet service and Skype 
functionality, but here it's limited to 
DLNA networking (dubbed Media 
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Positioning: 


Peers: 


Server), BD-Live downloads and 
firmware updates. There's no wi-fi 
support at all, whether built-in or 
dongle-fed. Still, it’s encouraging to 
see networking filtering down to even 
the cheapest players, as the abiLity 
to stream music, video, photos and 
recordings stored on DIGA recorders 
is always a bonus (even though you 
need a Windows 7 PC to use it). 

The USB port on the front panel 
provides another way of playing 
digital media. As well as supporting 
the usual suspects - MP3, JPEG and 
DivX HD - it also handles MKV, but it 
didn't want to know our AAC, WMV 
or WMA fiLes, plus, we could only hear 
the audio for AVI. "he USB port is 
also used for storing downloaded 
BD-Live content, so if you’re a regular 
down loader get used to having a 
USB stick protruding from the front. 

The onscreen interface has also 
been given a new Lick of paint for 
2011, including a radical rethink of the 
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4 Tech Labs 


Power consumption: Watts 




navigation system. While there 
was nothing hugely wrong With the 
brand’s previous menus, this is a 
distsnct improvement, even so, with 
the added immediacy and Logic 
bringing it cLoser in spirit to Sony’s 
Xross Media Bar. 

Sign of the cross 

Indeed, icons are laid out in a cross 
and the relevant menu is selected 
simply by hitting a direction key or 
Enter, "he icons are cute and the 
colour scheme bright and bubbLy. 
it's a dream to use and poses no 
problems when streaming, surfing 
media folders or tweaking the 
settings, amongst which is a bunch 
of picture presets and a user-defined 
mode where you can adjust colour, 
contrast, brightness and sharpness. 

The remote takes an 'ain't broke 
don’t fix it’ approach, keeping the 
same compact shape, button layout 
and dear Labelling as last year's 
zappers, while providing a dedicated 
button for the Media Server feature. 

Panasonic has also shaved a 
chunk off last year’s disc loading 
speeds: it gets Terminator Salvation 
from tray to play in 40 seconds, with 
less stubborn discs firing up in 30. 

And in terms of 
performance, the DMP- 
BD75 offers everything you 

expect from a Panasonic 

player, particularly when it 
comes to picture quality. 

its tried and trusted on-board image 
technology delivers deep, vivacious 
colours and sublimely sharp detail. It 


Thin on 

features: 

DLNA 

networking is 
about the 
extent of 
advanced tools 


paints the ush high-definition 
Landscapes of Pandora throughout 
Avatar with such intensity that you 
can't resist being pulled into the 
picture, and with close-up shots 
of faces or CG creatures the deck 
doesn't miss a single pixel. 

On a more objective level, 
the Silicon Optix demonstrates 
what a smooth operator the 
DMF-BD75 really is, particularly 
for an entry-level deck. Neither the 
FiLm nor Video Resolution loss tests 
showed a single sign of strobing, 
the edges of the moving white bars 
on the jaggies test patterns are as 
smooth as a baby's bum, and the 
rows of seats during the pan across 
Raymond James Stadium look 
steady and composed. 

HD audio soundtracks are as crisp 
as you’d expect over an HDMt 
connection, and our Tech Labs’ 
analogue audio jitter test suggests 
it’s a solid CD player too; although 
subjectively I thought performance 
was unspectacular. 


Budget deficit 

if you’re in the market for a basic 
Blu-ray deck that serves up eye¬ 
popping pictures, and you have 
no need for bells and whistles, then 
you could do far worse than plump 
for the DMP-BD75. But most AV 
enthusiasts will surely be tempted 
by the more exciting treats offered 
higher up Panasonic's 2011 range. 
An extra £100 gets you built-in wi-fi, 
access to the Viera Connect portal 
and, of course, 3D playback 


Idling: An excellent 
figure. Oddly, standby 
mode rated at 3W 


Playing: Even with a 
disc playing power use 

barely registers 


Audio jitter: ps 

1.000 

S30 1,500 

■H. I 

JP J 

i-ai 1 

0 W 2,000 

Analogue: 

A thoroughly-decent 
result tor what *5 a 
budget player. 


Loading: Boot/Java 

B oot speed & 
tray eject 



Tray in to 
malm B0 menu 



pise loading & lava: 

Brilliant boot time and 
respectable loading 
time with our test disc 
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is 430(w) x35(h) x 

185(d)mm 
Weight: l.Gk^ 
s: Ethernet; USB port, DivX HD, 
MKV, MP3, XviD, JPEG, A VC HD 
.support. Net FV; DLNA certified; 
1080/24p output; Deep Colour; 
Colour, 192kHz/24-bit audio DAC; 

Viera Link; picture presets 

and user settings 





VERDCT 


Panasonic DMP-BD75 

£110 Approx 


ighs: Superb picture quality; DLNA 
networking; MKV support; improved 

onscreen displays and 
quicker disc loading 
1 ow- Basic spec; no memory or 
wi-fi; no AAC, WMV or WMA 
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Adam Rayner is surprised by a set of speakers that conform to a cosmetic 
brief; but still manage to sound awesome..* 


I cannot begin to understand those 
people for whom actual visible 
speaker cabinets - enclosures 
with loudspeaker drivers in them 
-areanathema.Personally,I love 
huge veneered boxes, shiny piano 
black monoliths and tweeters in 
sexy tapenng tubes stuck on the top. 
But sadly, there is the issue of 
sharing a film with others, It's .ike 
love-making versus self abuse; the 
former is far more fulfilling and one 
tries to pLease one's partner. Well, 
so! was told... WAF (Wife Acceptance 
Factor) therefore remains of huge 
importance in the speaker industry. 
So, while any Trekker worth his salt 
knows the ‘laws of physics never take 
a holiday, Jiml', and that really 
superbly potent and sexy speakers 
require the tebensraum of cavernous 
boxes, we also find whole categories 
of speakers that try not to obtrude. 

There are funny little things with 
a cross-section no bigger than a slice 
of Batten berg cake: skinny towers 
to match sylph-like tellies; blade- 
shaped stumps on wall brackets; and 
flattened speakers hidden behind 
prettily printed canvas, so they don't 
appear to be speakers at all, 

[ he Image Audio set here fall into 
the latter category: wall-mountable 
flatpaneL speakers covered in a 
designer grille. You choose the 
images you want from the company’s 
wannabee tkea selection, or you can 
pay a n extra £25 per frame to u se 
your own image. 

Easy to hang 

Called the 5, S and C, Image Audios 
speakers have simple two-way 
designs and are ported cunningly, 

' he boxes look basic yet are as 
clever as weasels, For one, they have 
two-piece, spring-steel wall brackets. 
One bit goes on the wall, the other is 
we.L-fixed to the rear and as the two 
marry up when you hang them, they 
use the weight of the speaker itself to 
secure the box realLy firmly onto the 
rear Neoprene gaskets that isolate 
them from the walls. 


Inside, they are well braced, 
and have some splodgy secret that 
absorbs the massive back wave from 
the driver (where it is so very close to 
the woodwork) and stops any bad 
effects from: there. 

More importantly, the drivers are 
crafted by Morel, a company which 
makes some of the very best in the 
worLd and are universally acclaimed. 

These run on passive crossovers 
using sexy capacitors of the sort 


adored by hi-fi nutters. Image Audio’s 
designer was not aiming at merely 
AV. he was aiming at studio 
monitoring, as he has done his whole 
career. So as R&D progressed, Image 
Audio went ever further into the 
zone, while perhaps never realising 
just how unique this made the 
product, or just how bonkers 
high-end the sound it was getting. 

Or maybe IA simply thought that was 
the only standard to go for. Upon 


Image fo suit: 

You can specify 

your own 
design for 
the grille, or 

choose from 
TAs catalogue 
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audition (at Image Audio’s UK 
headquarters), any lingering 
p reco n cept i on s had en terta in ed 
about hidden wall-mounted 
speakers were quickly 
and thoro ughly d is pel Led. 

I was played a clip from 
Spiel berg’s War of The Worlds and 
sat sLack jawed I was prepared 

to make allowances for the 
cabinetry, but the sheer 
levels of detail, resolution, 
clarity and purity were just 

astonishing. As the Martians 
ray-gunned the place, the voices in 
ail directions, be they queruLous and 
quiet or distant and shouting, were 
all presented with accuracy that was 
hard to credit. 

Not onLy that but the two 
weightless droplets of water 
coalescing in front of Jake Sully’s "'ace 
as he wakes from Cryosleep have 
never ‘plipped’ with greater delicacy 
and rarity. It was a great precursor to 
the hugeness and epic scale of 


Cameron’s opening sequence for 
Amtar- which the Image Audios 
played without breaking sweat. 

I should point out that for 
sub-bass we used a lQin MJ 
Acoustics Reference 100. This 
was crossed over pretty low, as 
the IA 8s reached down wel. below 
the regular crossover point of an 
active subwoofer with ease. 

If must be love 

' hese Image Audio speakers are easy 
to love. I found myself com paring this 
delicious experience not with other 
panel styLe speaker s, but with true 
high-end offerings in big boxes, 
designed with clever baffles and 
sculpted sections. I he drivers in 
these boxes and the cleverness 
of the !A design, has added up to 
a virtuoso home cinema product. 

So, I’ll take Stonehenge in a ruddy 
dawn for the rears, and monochrome 
Liberty, Eiffel and Big Ben for the 
fronts, pLease... 



Specif! cations 

image Audio (A 8 

□rive Unics: 1 x 8in Morel Hexatech driver 
with double magnet and 75mm voice 
coil; 1 x 1.25in Morel Hextatech tweeter 

nciosiare: Two-way ported with 
Neoprene wall seal. Equipped with 
two-piece steel wall-com press ion 
bracket and internal damping for rear 

wave of bass driver 
Frequency Response: 43Hz-25kHz 

+/-6dB 

Sensitivity 89dB (2.83V @ lm) 
Power Handling: 150W RMS 
Dimensions: 520(w) x 622(h) x 110(d) 

mm (joe griLLe) 
Weight: 14.8 kg 

image Audio IA C Centre 

Drive Units 2 x 5.25in Morel 
Hexatech drivers; 1 x l,25in Morel 

Hextatech tweeter 
E (closure? Two-way ported 

F rnq u cn cy Rc spa nsc: 67H z -2 5k H z 

+/-6dB 

Scnsiti t 88dB (2.83V @ lm) 

Power Handling: 300W 
Dimensions: 1010(w) x 212(h) x 110(d) 

mm (inc grille) 

13.8kg 

image Audio IA 5 Surround 

Drive Units: 1 x 5,25in Morel 
Hexatech driver; 1 x 1.25in Morel 

Hextatech tweeter 
Ei asure: Two-way ported 

Frequency Response: 45Hz to 25kHz 

+/-6dB 

Sensitive 88dB (2.83V O lm) 
Power Handling; 150W RMS 
Dimer : z>ns: 394(w) x 494(h) x 102(d) 

mm (inc grille) 
Weight; 11.1kg 


HC VERDICT 

Image Audio IA 8/5/C package 

£4,000 Approx 

Highs: Superb sound with nil 
acoustic compromise; excellent 
picture choice; custom finish option 
ows: They use some of the best 
transducers available worldwide, so 

they are not cheap 
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£500 Approx -► www.onkyo.co.uk 





T hisTHX-certified player has 

purpose. Designed from the 
rivets up to be nothing less than 
a bad-ass home theatre disc spinner, 
it's the designated driver for the 
brand's current Line up of 
' NX AV receivers and pre/power 
P R-SC5508/ PA-M C5500 combo. 

It doesn't hold much truck with 
BD or IPTV network portals and that's 
the point: it’s all about movies and 
music. Think of the Onkyo BD-SP808 
as the bastard offspring of Harry 
Knowles and Katherine Jenkins. 

Build quality is outstanding, 
with good old-fashioned attention 
to detail. The player has a solid 
machined fascia and rigid cover, 
ensuring that unwarranted 


resonances and wobbles just don't 
get a look in. The drive mechanism 
has been centre-mounted, for all 
the right reasons. 

The front fascia offers up an SD 
card slot and a fairy-tree assortment 
of status lights. On the rear is an 
HDMI vl,3 output, component jacks, 
phono video out (answers on a 
postcard if you can think of any 
possible use for this), digital 
coax and optical audio ports, and 
Ethernet. With an eye to the custom 
install market, there’s also an 
RS232 port, and IR input/output 
jacks if you want to operate the 
player to feed a secondary zone, 
but the unit is out of range of the 
supplied handset. However, you can 
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use an IR re Lay from the likes 
of Xantech to control it. 

Clearly, the player isn't a Fancy 
Dan. Once powered up, the welcome 
screen is bleak and offers only 
a discreet invite to scour your 
connected home network. I accepted 
its terse invitation and seconds later 
was looking at my server list; alL 
storage devices were found and 
accounted for, including my 
dedicated music server, A couple 
more clicks and : m rocking to the 
OST of Wes Craven’s Shocker (what 
can I say? I like it!), it's worth noting 
that it can take a tittle time for the 
SP808 to read the contents of a NAS 
- it al. depends on how much 
material is on it. 
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MP3 and WMA music playback 
is fairly rudimentary. There's no 
provision to display aLbum art, With 
just a numerical list of tracks being 
the sum total of presentation on 
offer. At least you can navigate 
quickly using the colour keys on the 
remote. Needless to say, the player 
doesn’t supportf LAC, OGG or other 
esoteric formats. Extraneous video 
support basically extends to AVCHD 
played from SD card. 

Standard bearer 

For a Biu-ray player, the SP808 is 
surprisingly adept with standard- 
definition DVD. "he opening 
sequence to Shakespeare sn Love 
(Superbit Edition), featuring the 
slow spiral down into the Rose 
theatre, is rendered beautifully with 
no stepping or iaggles when upscaled 

to loaop. indeed, the player 

passes all the deinterlacing 
tests on Silicon Optic's 
HQV DVD evaluation disc 
with flying colours. 

The Onkyo's native HD output 
is equally sweet, with exquisite fine 
detail. " here’s Little overt video noise, 
so textures shine through; skin tones 
and glinting metal alike are totally 
convincing, The result Is a supremely 
cinematic image. 


If your AV receiver is getting 
a Little Long in the tooth, it might 
be worth letting the SP808 do 
a Lossless audio conversion to 
multichannel PCM. The player 
employs a 192 kHz/24-bit Audio 
DAC that is well above average, 
and its multichannel PCM output 
is seductively smooth. 

Similarly, for CD playback, I would 
advocate using the analogue stereo 
output rather than the HDMI 
connection. I Laced the deck up so 
that I could select CD to listen to this 
■'eed sans video (keeping the HDMS 
f eeds separate for home theatre use) 
and was delighted at the resuLt. The 
output stage is custom-built by 
Onkyo and it shines. 

Overall, the BD-SP808 is a class 

■9 

act with a pure AV heart. While it’s 
an undoubted shame that the deck 
is not compatible with Super Audio 
CDs or DVD-A discs, and has shonky 
multimedia file support, its overall 
performance is accomplished. 
Perhaps Onkyo should consider 
a Universal solution with its next 
Blu-ray outing, rather than just being 
predictable and throwing its lot in 
with the 3D crowd? 

Overall, the BD-SP808 is a 'must 

■I 

audition’, especially for owners of 
related Onkyo THX kit 


Hard as nails: 

Unlike budget 
BD decks, the 

BD-SP8Q8 is 

solidly built 



-> Tech Labs 


Bower consumpt ion: Watts 



Idling: Mot 35 low as Playing: Has a lot of 
many budget players power-hungiy 

electronics inside 


Audio Ji tter: ps 

ljOOO 

S00 1,509 


0 J.000 

Analogue: 

Anexceflent result, in 
the same class as 
high-end CD players 


Loading: Boot/Java 

Soo t speed & 
tray eject 


Tray In to 

main BD menu 



Disc loading & Java: 

Whil e quick to power 
up from standby, it's 
rattier slow to load 


Specifications 

3D no 
vs to 1080p 
yes RegionB BD/R2 DVD 

HDMI: res one vL3 

Component: vs one 
M u It ic h a n ne l a n a logu e: jvg 
Digital audio: vs optical and coaxial 

digital outputs 

SAC D/ DVD-A: no/no 
Dolby I rue HD/D IS HD decodi ng: yes/yes 
Dolby 1 1 ue H D/D IS HD bitstream: yes/yes 

Profile 2.0: vs 

imensi 430mm(w) x 108mm(b) x 

321 mm (d) 

Weight: 5kg 

he a tu :: Ethe met; DLNA 1.5 rated; 
SD card slot; Marvell Qdeo video- 
processing; independent circuit 
blocks for audio, digital video, and 
analogue video; RS232 port; IR input 

and output 



VERDICT 


Onkyo BD-SP808 
£500 Approx 

High 1 ;: Superb build quality; THX 

certified: excellent video 
performance: entertaining CD player 

l ow.s: Lacklustre user interface; 
limited media file support; generic 

remote control 
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Virgin Media has brought TiVo back to the UK in its latest set-to; 
Mark Craven goes goggle-eyed with excitement 
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AV/CV 

Product: 


Positioning: 


Peers: 



Revamped: 

VM TiVo sports 
an elegant 
curved design 


I love my Sony PlayStation 3. 

So much so that a while ago, 
i dec?ded that if my house was 
burning down, it would be the first 
thing I'd save (after the cat, of 
course). The rest of my AV gear, 
including flatscreem TV, receiver, 
speaker system, Xbox 360 and 
regular Blu-ray player could melt 
i n a g loss*- b lac k pyre. As fa r was 
concerned, my BD-deck-cum- 
ga m es-co n soie-c u m -med ia j u kebox 
was more precious. Vet now, with 
Virgin Media's new "IVo-powered 
set-top box plumbed into my system, 
the PS3 ! s position as hardware 
numero uno is looking increasingly 
precarious. 

In fact, I'm happy to admit that 
Virgin Media's flagship cable box has 
radically aLtered the way I watch : "V. 
Where I once wasted hours of my 
week trudging around the EPG and 
VQD menus looking for interesting 
programmes, I now sit smugLy, while 
my set-top box does all the hard 
work, bringing me juicy content like 
an obedient dog retrieving a slick. 
This is extraordinarily cool 
But first, back to basics. Virgin 
Media powered by TiVo (its full title), 
is the new, top-of-the-range service 
offered by the UK cablecaster. it’s 
available to anyone living within a 
Virgin Media cable area, which the 
company claims is around half the 
UK's homes, but as detailed in HCC 
# 194, can be a bit of a postcode 
lottery (check Virgin Media's webs;te 
to see if your address is covered.) 

Getting the box isn’t cheap. 

Pricing for new customers is £200, 
plus installation, and you need to 
subscribe to Vlvfs TV XL package. 
Existing customers can get one for 
£”50. VM has been taking pre-orders 
for a few months now, too, so there 
could be a delay getting one in staled. 

A 500GB box was announced just 
before we went to press, available to 
all VM TV (not just XL) subscribers, 
and at a cost of just £50. 

Style upgrade 

VM I i Vo offers ma n y i m proveme nt s 
over V+HD, but 111 start on the 
outside. Gone is the double-decker 
bus form ''actor, rep.aced with a 
slim, elegantly curved unit and a r ar 
less chunky remote control It's also 
quieter in use. While V+HD whirred 
and clicked so much it was like 
having two mice playing ping pong 
in your living room, VM TiVo is 
assassin-quiet. 

Under the hood, things are 
different, too. The HDD has been 
increased to 1' B, which equates to 


storage space for around 4G0hours 
of standard-def T V and IQOhours 
of hi-def. The implementation of the 
three tuners has also been tweaked. 
With V+HD you could record two 
channels while watching a third, but 
now you can record three channels 
at once, while watching a recording. 
Even better, the tuners can be used 
for multsple buffering of live TV, 
aLlowing you to switch between 
three channels and pause/rewind/ 
fast-forward each of them. It's 
trick play TV on steroids. 

Various recording options include 
prioritising shows to avoid dashes, 
adding repeats to Series Links, 
extending recordings of live shows 
that run over time, and activating 
recordings remotely via your phone 
or the web. 

Lurking inside the Cisco-made box 
is also a dedicated modern, meaning 
the VM TiVo box can suck on 
net-delivered content without 
■impacting on your home’s own 
broadband feed. 

So far, so good. But it's not the 
hardware changes that make VM 
l iVo as cooL as a dead polar bear, 
it’s the all-new GUI and software. 

You see, Virgin Media TV XL 

customers have long had 
the best catch-up TV and 
VOD offerings available, 

but under the old V+HD regime 
actually finding what you wanted 
to watch was sometimes a bit of 
a chore. Too much choice made it 
hard to actualLy choose. Sensibly, 

VM has realised this, and called upon 
legendary US PVR brand TiVo to 
overhaul its system. So now, just 
like the original, much-revered TiVo 
service, your cable box Learns your 
viewing likes and dtsLlkes and brings 
content to you. 

Of course, it doesn't do this by 
magic. You have to put in some 
groundwork by rating content under 
asimpLe : humbs Up/Thumbs 
Down system. Once you’ve begun 
‘thumbing’ programmes, VM T iVo 
then gets to work, firstly, by recording 
show's that it thinks you will enjoy 
to the hard drive (but never at the 
expense of one of your own 
scheduled recordings) and by 
highlighting programmes in the home 
menu’s ‘discovery’ bar. If it suggests 
something you don’t like, just thumb 
it down and it (almost certainly) 
won’t do it again. 

Even if you can't be bothered to 
thumb content, VM TiVo will make 
suggestions based on shows you 
have chosen to record. 

After a few weeks, my box seems 
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TiVo on tap: 

Virgin Media's 
new remote 
features the 
Thumbs Up/ 
Thumbs Down 
buttons 


Colour 

correction: 

The old 

V+HD interface 
(A) has been 
replaced 
by a new 
full-colour 
GUI with cover 
art (B) 


to have a got a good grip on what 
I enjoy. There have been a few 
bumps along the way (just because 
I like Red Dwarf doesn't mean I like 
Doc for Who, okay?) but generally, 


to help find the content you want; 
type in Jason Statham and it will 
point you towards anything the 
muscles from, er, Chesterfield 
is in, whether it’s available on VQD, 


everything VM Ti Vo has recorded has or on a forthcoming broadcast. 


been up my street,. And it’s helped 
me keep up with what’s on TV. 

For instance, I only discovered a new 

series of Russell _ 

Howards Good News 


had started on BBC 
Three because it 
appeared on my 
hard drive one 
morn ng. As 
someone who 
never reads a TV 
guide (face it, who 
does these days?), 
this is very useful. 

n fact, so innately 
clever is VM’s version 
of ‘push’ TV that I've 
actually been late to 
because I’ve felt 
compelled to check f 
Suggestions before I 
the house. 
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Search me 

Working alongside the 


J, 


if you want, you can then set up 
a ‘Wishlist’ search, so VW "iVo 
wiLl continually hunt for Statham 
material from now on — and 
automatically record it, too. 

And it’s not just actors and 
directors you can set wish lists for; 
I’ve got a ‘pork’ keyword search set 
up,soVM I'iVo is now recording 
cookery programmes which 
feature my favourite meat. 

Sad, but true. 

The search function is also 
linked to another feature making 
its first appearance on the VM 
platform, YouTube. The video 
upload site is one of a small 
selection of apps currently 
available including eBay, 




TL i 


Thumbs Up/Down system 

is a new powerful see 




ft** 






and browse function 
uses extensive metadata 


Twitter and Weather. These 
de in a dedicated Apps 
menu, but YouTube access 
pops up all over the VM 
'[ iVo interface, serving up 
clips related to what 
you’re watching. 

Apps scheduled 
to appear sn the future 
include : ace book, FLickr 
and Pieasa, 


**5 


There are other new features and 
improvements that I simply don’t 
have space to explain, but one that 
does deserve special mention is the 
backwards ERG, which lets you go 
back in time, sort of. 

Why would you want to see what 
was on TV last Wednesday? Because 
anything which features a circled ‘C 
logo on the ERG is available to watch 
via catchup. Neat. 

Picture quality is subjectively 
identical to the V+HD service 
- ie. perfectly fine. It varies depending 
on what channel you’re watching, 
naturaLly, but turn to any native 
HD content on the growing number 
of hi-def channels and your're 
rewarded with sharp, stable pictures, 
have also noticed fewer 
instances of the box momentarily 
freezing up than did with V+HD. 


Work In progress 

Of course, VM f iVo isn’t 100 per cent 
perfect. During my audition process 
I encountered a couple of minor 
niggles and one major one,.. 

Firstly, while the GUI is 
sleek, colourful, quick and 

heautif ully hi-res, some 
of the sub menus aren't 

decorated. 

For instance, the Wishlist Search 
portion looks .ike it’s been designed 
in another century, with much larger 
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Specifications 

Turner: ms 3 x DVB-C 



HDD: res 1 
HDMIivesI x output 

Digital audio: vesI X Optical output 

Start: res 1 output 

Dimensions: 

370(w) x 65(h) x240(d)mm 

Weight: NA 



Features: 

Down ‘smart PVR’ functionality; 

7- 







back wards EPG; extensive VOD/ 



of up to 


Back up plan; 

There are 
transport 
co ntrolson the 
front fascia, but 
I doubt you'll 
ever use them 


Scree n: 

The grid-based 

EPG (C) allows 

you to 'go back 
in time, while 

the Discovery 

Bar (D) is used 
to suggest 
movi es and 

shows. 
The search 
function (&} lets 
you drill down 
into content 
metad ata 


fonts and a text-onLy interface. 

I hope VM can polish these up, 
but seeing as it's using third-party 
software, that may be harder 
than it shou-.d be. r he official 
company line at the moment is: 

J TiVo is an evolving service so expect 
new updates and enhancements 
as it evolves,' 

Secondly, I noticed some 
metadata on on-demand content 
failing to correspond to the actual 
programme. This isn’t a major 
gripe, but reading the description 
o'" an episode of hit comedy Not 
Going Out and being served up an 
entirely different episode altogether, 
isn’t ideal. 

Thirdly, the operating system 
takes some getting used to, 
especially if you’ve been a V+HD 
owner. Personally, I .ove it, and Like 
the multiple ways you can choose 
to navigate yourself to the same area. 
On the other hand, my wife has, on 
occasion, threatened to throw the 
remote control down the toilet when 
she’s been unable to do something 
in the way she was used to. 

Lastly - and this is the real gripe 
- the BBC’s Red Button service 
has gone AWOL For some peopLe 
this will mean nothing, as the 
teletext service has been stripped 
so thin it’s barely worth bothering 
with, but sports fans wil. know 


it’s where the Beeb frequently 
houses additional sports coverage, 
including FI Grand Prix pre-qualifying 
rounds, Wimbledon, Open Golf and 
international football tournaments. 
And, although we would expect 
this service to appear shortLy (it’s 
still present on VM's other set-top 
boxes), we haven't yet managed to 
get confirmation. 

Despite these grumbles, I’m still 
happy to award the VM II Vo box the 
fu.l five stars. It’s an unrivalled piece 
of home entertainment hardware. 
Sky may broadcast a more satisfying 
range of content in terms o ? 3D, 
sports and movies, but Virgin Media 
outmuscles it both in terms of VOD/ 
catchup material and usability. 

he TiVo-driven interface makes 
watching IV fun again, and the 
triple tuner/1TB HDD combo is 
a timeshifters' dream. 

Ultimate upgrade 

If you already have V+HD, you should 
be upgrading to this (or perhaps 
the more affordable 500GB version) 
as soon as possible. And if you live 
in a Virgin Media cable area, but 
aren't currently a subscriber, I'd give 
it serious thought. 

After alL, there aren’t many lumps 
of metal and plastic around that give 
you a warm, fuzzy feeling, but this 
one does... 






VERDICT 


Virgin Media Powered by TiVo 

From £150 (+subs) 

fighs: Triple tuner 1TB PVR is best in 
class; innovative seareh/wishlist/ 

suggestions features 
1 .ows: Complex user interface takes 
time to learn; no BBC ‘Red Button’ 

at prese nt 
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Choosing a home cinema system is 
a potential minefield that must be 
negotiated with great care or safely 
avoided by letting experts guide you. 

If you want to end up with a system 
that, as a minimum, meets your 

expectations in terms of picture and 
sound quality, reading magazine 
product reviews and choosing the 
recommendations, five-star favourites 

or best buys can only ever be part of 
the answer at best. Looking for the 
cheapest price and having a system 
delivered to your door, even with a 

'knowledgeable' friend to help set it 
up, is a well-trodden path to 
disappointment. 

There is a bewildering choice of components 
on the market today and also dif'erent ways 
in which components car be installed and 
connected together, which sort of visual 
system do you go for? Projector and screen, 
or plasma, LCD or LED TV? 3D or non-3D? 

Full 10SOp capability is now the only 
sensible choice but the appropriate source 
components, such as a Blu-ray player, need 
to be part of the equation. The sound 
performance of a system is also hugely 
important, even more so if you will be 
listening to music, or music DVD's, through 


the same system. If so, you need an amp 
that approaches the performance of a decent 
2-channel hi-fi amp, which is not that easy to 
find. Having an amp with (he right inputs for 

the best connectivity is essential but you will 
also need to decide on a 5.1 or ?.i speaker 
system, passive or active sub and, crucially, 
where they will be sited for the best results. 
In short, it's complicated and very fertile 
ground for getting it wrong. 

ACHIEVING POTENTIAL 

To select a system, you could choose a 
collection of 'Best Buy' components in the 
hope that, they will be a great combination. 
Maybe, but probably not. You could buy a 
pre-packaged all-in-one system from one 
manufacturer. This is almost certainly not the 
best route either as you will miss out on 
enormous potential. From informal surveys 
conducted, it appears highly likely that the 
majority of home cinema systems selected 
and installed on a DIY basis (that is without 
professional input) are performing at way 
below their optimum level. To compound 
matters, most are also ill-matched to the 
room in which they are installed and are, in 
reality, the wrong system. Without 
considerable knowledge or experience, high 
quality home cinema is not a suitable DIY 
activity. 

Our aim must be to buy a home cinema 
system that will provide an excellent picture 


quality plus an audio delivery that will match, 
or even better, the commercial cinema 

experience. It must be exciting, reliable and 

deliver true value for money, 

WHAT ANO WHERE TO BUY 

To ensure a home cinema system is right for 
you, where do you start? Here's an important 
tip ...don't start with WHAT, start with 
WHERE. There's only one way to give yourself 
the best chance of getting it right first time, 
and that's through a specialist AV dealer. It's 
possible you have preconceived ideas that 
put you off visiting one. Allhough you would 
welcome the advice and guidance, you don't 
know the technical jargon. You don't want to 
be talked down to. Your friend has said they 
only sell expensive gear and they're no! 
interested if you don't have a big budget. 
They're expensive. These are just myths. 

Most specialist av dealers are running their 
business because, above all, home cinema is 
their hobby. They spend a large portion of 
their time comparing systems to get the best 
possible results. They know the component 
combinations which don't gel together and, 
conversely, they know' the combinations 
which give the best performance within a 
given price range, very importantly, they 

know how to get a system working to its 
optimum. But they all also know the system 

must suit you. 
































BUYING OR BEING SOLD TO? 

There are dealers around, web based or 
otherwise, who will sell you anything you 
are willing to pay for. They may be a bit 
cheaper but that's all they offer. Now there's 
a carefully selected group of long-established 
specialist dealers who are totally committed 
to putting the customer first. Their idea of 
'selling' is to discuss your requirements, offer 
their advice, give you the best options, then 
play the systems for you and allow you to be 
the judge. You'll probably be surprised and, 
almost certainly, relieved to discover how 
easy it is to see and hear the differences 
between components and between systems. 
You'll be able to make a dear and informed 
decision about what to buy. 

The story doesn't end there. These shops 
won't abandon you once you've put your 

hand in your pocket. They won't leave you to 
set up the system you've selected as best 
you can. They'll install it in your home, make 
sure it performs to its best, and ensure you're 
entirely happy with the way it works. Why? 
Because a high proportion of these dealers' 
custom comes through people who have 
bought from them before, either directly or 
by recommendation. It's vital to them to get 
it right tor you. 

GETTING THE BIST DEAL 

Unless you've got money to burn, you'll 
be living with your new system for years. 
Most of these dealers offer much longer 
equipment guarantees than provided by the 
manufacturer, a very worthwhile benefit, but 
it also makes it in the dealer's interest to 
ensure high build quality and reliability. 
Maybe you could save a few pounds by 
buying piecemeal but you'll lose out on the 

overall package. As far as the dealers are 

concerned, they believe that taking care of 
their customers properly is a far better way 
of doing business than just handing over 
boxes. 


OUR TOP 20 UK SPECIALIST AV DEALERS 


SOUTH 

Chelmsford RAYLEIGH HI-FI SOUND & 
VISION 

216 Moulsham Street. 01245 265245 
www.rayleighhifi.com 

Colchester RAYLEIGH HI-FI SOUND & 
VISION 

33 Sir Isaac's Walk. 01206 577682 
www.rayleighhifi.com 

Kingston-upon-Thames INFIDELITY 

9 High Street, Hampton Wick. 

020 8943 3530 
www.infidelity.co.uk 

Maidenhead AUDIO VENUE 

36 Queen Street. 01628 633995 
www.audiovenue.com 

Rayleigh, Essex RAYLEIGH HI-FI SOUND 
& VISION 

44a High Street. 01268 779762 
Custom Install Dept. 

01268 776932 
wwwjayleighhifi.com 

Southend-on-Sea RAYLEIGH HI-FI 
SOUND & VISION 

132/4 London Road. 01702 435255 
www.rayleighhifi.com 

Tunbridge Wells KENT HOME CINEMA 

69 London Road, Southborougb. 

01892 535007 

www.kenthomecinema.co.uk 

LONDON 

Ealing AUDIO VENUE 

27 Bond street. 020 8567 8703 
www.audiovenue.com 

N1 GRAHAMS HI-FI 

190a New North Road. 020 7226 5500 

www.grahams.co.uk 


SW11 ORANGES & LEMONS 

61-63 Webbs Road, Battersea. 

020 7924 2040 
www.oandlhifi.co.uk 

MIDLANDS 

Coventry FRANK HARVEY HI-FI EXCELLENCE 

163 Spon Street. 024 7652 5200 
wwwirankharvey.co.uk 

Nottingham CASTLE SOUND & VISION 

48/50 Maid Marian Way. 0115 9584404 

vvww.castlesoundvision.com 

Solihull MUSIC MATTERS 

93-95 Hobs Moat Road. 0121 742 0254 

www.musicmatters.co.uk 

NORTH 

Chester ACOUSTICA 

17 Hoole Road. 01244 344227 
ww wacoustica.co.uk 

York SOUND ORGANISATION 

2 Giliygate. 01904 627108 

www.soundorg.co.uk 

SCOTl AN D 

Aberdeen HOLBURN HI-FI 

441 Holburn Street. 01224 585713/572729 

www.holburnhifi.co.uk 

Glasgow GLASGOW AUDIO 

135 Great western Road. 

0141 332 2200/4707 

www.giasgow3udio.com 


CEDIA 


PS 



■ lussini 


iVflitiniOf vriuinr 


The majority or Lhe above dealers are members or one 
or both of the major trade organisations, BAD/v or CEDI A 


STAR QUALITIES 

VALUE FOR MONEY. r 7 I ft 

SERVICE...★ ★ ★ ★ y 

FACILITIES..★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

VERDICT. 



» 


QUALITY I 



UK 


SPECIALIST HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT DEALERS 


ASSURED 


* + 
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C ompact bookshelf speakers 

are all well and good / you 
don’t have much space, but 
for bigger, bolder home cinema thriLls 
you've no choice but to make room 
for a decent set of f loorstanders. 

While that would normally mean 
upping your budget, Teufel is in the 
business of delivering maximum 
bang for minimum buck, and this 
column-based system can be yours 
for a wallet-f nendLy price. 

Columa TOO is the baby of the 
range, which also includes the £490 
Columa 300 and £',060 Columa 
900. This set comprises four 
identical 109cm-high speakers for 
the fronts and rears, the CL 100 C 
centre and a powered sub that kicks 
out 100W of bass. But if you get 
a last-minute pang of guiLt over how 
much space the co.umns are taking 
up, you can substitute the fronts, 
rears or both for shorter 3 5 mm-high 
satellites. But we're going for the Full 
Monty column system here. 

' he design of the titular columns 
is a break from the norm, thanks 
to the seductive gloss-black f inish 
and a curvy back end that provides 
an elegance missing from some 
of Teufel’s Ngh-end speakers. 

At 8.6cm deep, they're a lot 
shallower than your average 
floorstanders, and when mounted on 
the ovaL bases they realty are a sight 
for sore eyes. Don't expect the same 
tank-like build quality as Teufel's 
pricier packages, but at this price 
I'm not complaining. 

On the back you'll find gold-plated 
binding posts, but their location 
inside a small recess makes it quite 
tricky to feed cables into the holes, 
inside each column are a pair of 
all-new Klippel-opt ionised 2.75 in 
midrange drivers and a 0.75in 
tweeter, with an optimised crossover 
puLling the frequency strings, 

Fhe same drivers can be found 
inside the CL 100 C centre. 

' he best part of the sub is the 
front-mounted power button, which 


could be a blessing if it’s installed 
with its back to the wall, although 
with Auto power on board you 
shouldn’t need to use it. 

A couple of controls are provided 
on the back to get the sub singing in 
harmony with the other speakers 
- a volume dial and a switch that 
flips the phase ’809 

In action Columa 100 
delivers the sort of sound 
you’d expect for the money; 
an enthusiastic, detailed 
performance that warms 
the cockles, but can’t 

muster the power, insight and 

evenness provided by sister systems. 

Telltale signs 

During Inception, the opening scenes 
are a riot of well-placed effects 
such as the crack of falling timber 
and the rush of flood water. 

But there’s a hint of brightness 
behind some of these effects at 
loud volumes that betrays the budget 
price tag, such as the clink of shells 
discharging from a gun or glass 
hitting the f Loor as Ariadne smashes 
the mirror. Better than the vast 
majority of atl-in-one systems, 
mind you, but still unpolished. 

Meanwhile, the centre channels 
dialogue hand Ling is assured and 
easily cuts through busy action 
scenes, but the star of the show 
is the sub, which delivers the sort 
of punch and agility you’d expect 
in a much pricier package. 

With a bit of tweaking, it blends 
with the columns beautifully, 
working its magic without grabbing 
too much attention. 

And the rear speakers' ability to 
express subtle ambience and project 
louder effects creates an open, 
engaging rear soundfield. Columa 
also has a keen ear for music, 
with a crisp, rhythmic presentation 
of CDs and SACDs. That, a Long with 
the generally enjoyable movie 
performance and good looks, makes 
Columa 100 well worth a look 



■4 Specifications 

CL 100 FCR fronts/rears 

2 x 2,75in midrange drivers; 
1 x 0.75in fabric tweeter 
Enclosure: Closed, PVC 

ency response: 120Hz-20kHz 

Sensitivity: Not given 
Power handling: 100W 
nensions: 162{w) x 350(h) x 

86(d)mm 

1.4kg 


CL 100 C centre 

: 2 x 2.75in midrange drivers; 
1 x 0.75in fabric tweeter 
Enclosure: Closed. PVC 

ucncy response 120Hz-20kHz 

Sensitivity: Not given 

Power handling: 100W 
tt:i(w)x /■(••ix 

lG3(d)mm 

Weight: 1,5 kg 


US 5108/1 subwoofer 



Sin cellulose woofer 
Fidosure Bass reflex 

Dense: Down to 38Hz 

Dn board power: 100W 


is 240{w) x 420 (h) x 

365(d)mm 
Weight: 12.8 kg 
Phono line level input 



Teufel Columa 100 

£350 Approx 

Highs: Great value; curvaceous 
design; crisp, energetic sound; 

excellent subwoofer 
Lc • vs: Some brightness; fiddly 


binding posts 

O00O0 
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92 TANGENT IPOD DOCK 


FREELOADER SOLAR CHARGER 







Adrian Justins trawls the shelves for those must-have home cinema extras 





KEF UNIVERSAL 

WIRELESS 

SYSTEM 

Apprax £450 

Connecting a pair of surround 
speakers without trailing cables 
across a room is the main 
benefit of KEF's wi-fi system, 
but it can aLso be used to deliver 
CD-quality sound from PCs and 
MP3 players over the airwaves. 

It consists of a transmitter with 
a 3,5rrim standard audio lack 
and two BOW, mains-powered 
receiving units, which sport 
binding-post speaker terminals 
for outputting the final Leg 
of the audio relay. Use of a 
narrow signal band couples 
with advanced error correction 
technology to ward off 
unwanted interference, while 
Advanced Frequency Hopping 
Spread Spectrum imperceptibly 
changes channels to keep the 
signal stable. 
www.kef.com 

HOC VERDICT 

Almost too stylish to banish 

behind the sofa 




Approx £70 




With ‘ V screens getting ever thinner, the 
pressure is on to make suitably complementary 
wall mounts. Thus, from the Omnimount stable 
emerges the ultra-slim NCLP series that can 
mount a screen within 14mm of a walk A key 
benefit is the latest incarnation of the brand's 
Lift n r Lock feature, which allows a screen to be 


attached to the mount and the Level adjusted with 
ease. Other features include sliding lateral on-wall 
adjustment and an open-architecture design that 
provides ease of access to in-wall wiring. 

w ww.omn imo u nt.com 

HOC VERDICT 

More reliable than a hard wall picture hook 
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PHILIPS DS9800 

SOUNDSPHERE- 


Approx £700 

Philips has updated the .00 k 
of its unusual Sound Sphere 
speakers and combined them 
with a revised Fidelio ;Pod dock 
that incorporates Apple’s 
Airplay, "he latter enables 
streaming direct from iTunes 
10.1 or later, plus iPhone, iPad 
or iPod 'ouch with iOS 4.2 or 
later. The speakers' curved rigid 
cabinets place the tweeters 
at a distance from the other 
speaker components, thereby 
leaving them free from vs b rati on 
and other resonance. Philips 
reckons that this creates a clear, 
uncoloured sound with an extra 
wide sound stage, 
www.ph i U p s. co. u k 


VERDICT 


Gorgeous to look at- but not 
kind to the piggy bank 



TANGENT ALIO 

Approx £250 

Looking resplendentLy retro in 
: errari red (but also available in 
gloss white or bLack and walnut 
veneer) the Alio combines an 
iPod dock with CD deck and 
: M radio. Measuring just 13.5cm 
high, St will happily sit on a shelf 
or bedside table. Tangent 
claims the Alio’s loudness 
and equaliser pre-sets 
combined with its ceiling-facing 
10W speaker deliver a .evel 
of performance normally 
associated with larger products. 
Muse format includes 
compatibility with MP3 and 
WMA on CD-Rs and RWs, plus 
there's an aux line Input, 

The large, ^ 

four-line LCD 
display, at the 
centre of the 
front panel, 
featu res 
adjustable 
brightness to 
avoid glare, 
plus a dual 
alarm 

function, - 

WWW. 

tangent-audio, 
com 

HCC VERDICT 
Why no DAB? It's not 
perfect, but has its uses 







FREELOADER CLASSIC SOLAR CHARGER 

Approx £40 

A back-up power source that feeds off the sun’s rays can be a useful 
solution to the problem o f a dying battery while watching a movie 
on a portable media player. I he latest Freeloader boasts a 1200mAh 
environmentaLly-friendLy Li-Ion battery and sports a built-in LCD 
data panel, which provides useful information about battery level, 
power input and connectivity. It takes eight hours of unfettered 
sunshine to charge (about three weeks in the UK then) or cheats can 
cut the time to three hours by using a PC, "he unit comes supplied 
with nine connector tips including the new micro USB, and features 
a standard USB socket for hooking up to iPads and the Like, 
w ww.solartec hnology. co.uk 

VERDICT 

Handy for the Northern Line and the North Pote alike 




Clips... 

Small items that will 
make a big difference 
to vour system 




va iM- 


Valet 



From £45 


This ingenious 
device allows 



WWW, 


in.com/uk/conserve 


One For All SV9390 



Looking like 
an upturned 


eTV, 



traditional loop or Dipole 
aerials. It can be placed 
anywhere - horizontally, 
vertically or on the wall - and 
provides a 360° reception angle 
without any loss in performance 
www.oneforail.co.uk 
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e 



V-Link 


3 Do you want 

coaxial or optical 
audio from a 
computer? If 
the answer is yes, 
then considerthe latest V-Link, 
a 24bit, 96 kHz Asynchronous 
USB to S/PDIF converter. A 
special low jitter power supply 
feeds an ultra high precision 
digital dock and enables the 
V-Link to ‘re-dock’ the data 


Min 1 Min i flaifl ; Mii 


with greater accuracy. 
www.musicalfidelity.com 

AirTies 4420 
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REMASTERING FOR BLU-RAY 
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enior Vice President, Asset Management, 


and we kept the entire work flow at that Level a LI 



rilm Restoration and Digital Mastering, Sony the way through. It was about a good six months’ 


Pictures Entertainment. Grover Crisp’s job 
title doesn’t sound particularly exciting. Yet this 
affable American has one of the cooLest jobs in 
home cinema, overseeing the Blu-ray releases 
of everything from classic films to the latest 3D 
blockbusters. But for once, when I meet him for a 
chat, we Ye not talking 3D at all. Instead, I want the 
skinny on two much-loved movies that are 
their first appearance on Blu-ray. 



So tell us about the Blu-ray restoration 


of The Bridge on the River Kwai. 




Well, what's interesting about this film is that the 
studio did a restoration was not involved in about 
20 years ago. It was entirely photochemical and 
it was okay for its time. ' here were a lot of things 
that they couldn’t do then. About 10 years ago, for 
the first DVD we wanted to release, I did a Little 
more follow-up, and we did some new mastering 
at that bme. And it was then that we discovered 
so many issues with the film materials, Things 
that were actually quite evident when you look 
at the print, but which fend to get buried as you 
col Lapse the resolution down from film or HD 
down to standard definition. So, when it was 
decided that this would be the next David Lean 
film to come out on Blu-ray, i decided it was time 
to start working on it the way we’ve been doing a 
Lot of our other restorations lateLy. We went back 
to our original negative, we did a 4k scan of that 




so Lid work. 

t he issues with the film are fairly traditional in 
terms of damage and deterioration over the years; 
torn frames, things Like that. There were scratches 
that ran for hundreds of feet in every single reel 
of the film. 

More challenging, however, were the inherent 
issues with the production. : "here was a camera 
problem - one of the problems with this film 
we’ve also noticed with a lot of other Columbia 
Cinemascope films from the same period. The 
result is that the image jumps, a technical problem 
within the camera itself, so if you were to watch 
a print directly off the negative you would see 
this little jump from side to side, as well as some 
mis-registration where edges of characters seem 



Before and after: The picture 
below illustrates the extent 
of the ghosting and mis¬ 
registration issues in ...River 
JCwai that had to be corrected 
during the new restoration 
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Seal o! approval: 

The involvement of 

filmmakers in 
film restoration is vital 

according to Crisp 



to suddenly bloom out in the back, "hose 
problems ran throughout the entire film. And 
you’re kind of forgiving of things Like that when you 
watch a print, but in high definition for Blu-ray, it’s 
pretty unforgiving, So we decided that we needed 
to try and deal with those issues as best we could. 
And we spent a tong time doing a lot of digital 
dean-up for those kinds of issues. 

Our goal with this, as with everything we work 
on, is that when we do it digitally we sti.l try to 
maintain the film look. Not necessarily a film 
made today, but certainly as if it were new in the 
period when it was made.. So we didn’t realLy do 
anything with the grain or anything like that. And 
I feel that if you treat it correctly in terms of your 
scanning and your resolution, some of those kinds 
of things take care of themselves. 


Hard labour: The Bridge on 
the River Kwai's restoration is 
the result of 'six months' solid 

work/ says Crisp 
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Well, I really take the phrase home cinema very 
seriously, and the whole idea behind that concept 
is that you want to replicate that experience 
you had in a motion picture theatre, That’s our 
operating mantra, so to speak, to try and maintain 
the origins, look and feel and sound of film. 




Candid camera: F laws 
caused by the Cinemascope 

cameras used to shoot ...Kwai 
have now 


There is one cast member alive, it’s Geoffrey 
Horne, who gets an Introducing' credit on the 
fiLm. But Jack Hildyard [cinematographer' is 
no longer around and David Lean is not around. 
We had reference prints, though. Also, because 
of the issues, at a certain point the film itself 
tells you where to go; you can only push it so far 
in one direction or another, whether you do it 
photochemically or digitally, like we did this one. 



I his is an interesting concept, t co-ordinate a 
technical symposium a couple of times a year. 
Recently, someone screened a restored film 
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that was made in the ’50s. An audience attendee 
was watching the dip and remarked, ’WelL, this 
r 'slm doesn't really look the way I remember it 
when it was new.’ So, when I got to the mic, 

I said, ‘When this was new, it was 19581 And 
you’re telling us that you remember exactly 
how it looked when you must have been about 
eight years old at the time?’ There realLy is not 
a good answer to that. 

The other point is that there's not a film at 
alL today that's going to look the way it did when 
it was originally released 30,40, 50 years ago. 
Partly because the characteristics of the physical 
film itself change over time. Also, film stocks 
are different now, so you get a different colour 
curve out of it. The processing is different as well 
- the optics in the film printers are di "erent, 
so a film printed now off the camera negative 
versus a film printed off the camera negative 
in 1945 is going to look different. It’s going to 
look sharper for one thing, because the optics 
are sharper. The grain is going to Look different 
on the print because the grain is different in the 
new film stock. 

One reason that I showed ...Kwai digitally 
at the London Film Festival is because 1 think 
it's important for people to realise that they 
can digitally do a LI the work they used to do 
photochemically, at a high Level, and maintain 
that a. 1 the way through the presentation and 
stilt have it look like a film. I just came vom a test 
and the projectionist said; ‘Yeah, it looks pretty 
good. It's a bit grainy here and there,’ And I said 
that that’s because some shots are grainier 
than others and we didn’t want to do anything 
with that. So that’s kind of what it’s about - it 
needs to ? ee, like a film. 
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Well we switched over a few years ago, especially 
when Blu-ray started to flourish. So, instead of just 
doing a film to HD tape transfer, we actually scan 
it at 4k. It doesn’t matter what the fi.m is or what 
the title is, we will do that high-resolution scan 
because we’ve determined, through work flow 
tests, that the scanning is the most important 
part, if it's a high enough resolution it helps the 
grain management, for example. You don't really 
have to do any noise reduction. And that is 
essentially the basic resolution of film. If it’s a large 
format., 65mm, we may scan it at 8k to make sure. 
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We’re working on putting together some 
examples. One is with The Bridge on the River 
Kwai , just to show the difference between DVD 
and Blu-ray. We’ve created some split-screen 
examples, .iterally pulled off the discs, .ust to 
show. At the studio we have a showcase room 
and invite journalists and technologists in to show 
examples of this th:ng kind of thing. 

What we’re reaLly excited about is being able to 
get as many of the classics out on Blu-ray as we 


Release: StoreMags & FantaMag 


AWARDS 20N HOMi CINiMACHOJC! 




























































Grover Crisp recalls a 
moment of absent- 
mindedness 


'We were working on a new 
transfer of Hook a while back. 
Spielberg’s representatives are 
always great and come in to look 
at everything. So, we were 
watching it one day with the 
colourist and he and I had been 
working on the film for weeks at 
that point. But we are looking at 
the film and when we get to the 
underwater scene with Robin 
Williams and the mermaids, 
someone says, ''So. what did you 
do aboin t he scuba diver?” I said. 



"What scuba diver?" And he 
pointed and said, ‘‘That one right 
there " And, sure enough, in the 
background there's a scuba diver, 
really obvious, feeding an air hose 
to one of the mermaids, I looked 
at the colourist and we both 
shook our headsand thought 
"how could we not have seen 
that before!” So. I guess it’s 
somewhat well-known for having 
that bit in the background of that 
scene. When it came out on VHS 
and DVD, it was visible, i said, “ I 
don’t know' - now do we remove 
an entire person?" We discussed 
it and felt it important to consult 
the director. He picked up the 
phone right then, made the call 
and the answer back from the 
director was that we should 
always try to preserve the illusion. 
I thought that was actually a 
good answer. So, we did a bit of 
work on the scene and. when it 
eventually comes out, if you 
know it was there, you can see it, 
but if you didn't know it was 
there, you would never notice it. 
Preserve the illusion.' 



50th anniversary: Crisp and 

his team are restoring 
Lawren ce of Arab? or for 

Bln-ray 




can. It’s a little bit slow going, Lawrence of Arabia 
[tentatively scheduled for next year] will be a long, 
many-month process, because it has a lot of 
issues in terms of damage to the original negative, 

1 his is the first time the original negative has been 
used since the restoration that was undertaken 
some 20 years ago. Even then they just printed 
off it to make an element and never went back 
to it again. So all the prints that have ever been 
made for that film from that restoration are 
actually from a duplicate negative. And that work 
was good for it’s time. But there are a lot of things 
we can do now that no one could do 20 years ago, 
no one could do 10 years ago. So we ll get there. 


It's very interesting you say that. We had the 
cinematographer Michael Chapman come in, 
when we’d been working on it for a few weeks, 
and it was now ready for bi m to assess in terms 
of coLour, density, etc, making sure it Looks the way 
it should look, based on the fact he shot the film. 
We had this conversation while we were watching 
the film. I said to him: 'You know, a lot of people 
just think this is reaLly grainy, grungy film in terms 
of the way it looks. But it’s really not that grainy.' 
And he said: 'I know. I think it’s because of the 
theme that everyone thinks it's this grungy, dark 
film. 1 But it’s actualLy pretty crisp and sharp¬ 
looking for most of it. And we’ve done absolutely 
nothing to the grain. It is what if is. 

Also, Taxi Driver looks deferent than it does on 
the DVD edition. I he last time it was remastered 
was about 2002. So everything that has come 
out since then has been from that master. 

When we started working on Taxi Driver from 
the negative, and started applying the colour 
algorithms to it to bring it into focus as far 
as colour goes, we had the previous master 
as a reference the whole time. I also had an 
answer print off the original negat ive approved 
by Martin [Scorsese] and the cinematographer, 
so we knew how that should look. What we 
discovered about that 2002 master, which was 
not really supervised or talent-approved, is that 
they had compromised the fiLm in a number of 
ways. They had blown up the image to avoid 
things like changeover cues, to avoid painting 
them out, "hey reframed incorrectly. The ‘you 
taLkin' to me’ scene, for example, was seriously 
cropped on that edition. The shots were originally 









You've been framed: The 

new restoration of Taxi Driver 

corrects the frami ng issues 
that plagued previous DVDs 




from the camera looking at his reflection in the 
mirror, not straight on of him while he talks, but 
they had cropped out the side of the mirror to give 
him more headroom. You could barely see the gun 
he’s holding! 
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We discussed it, but the film wasn’t just printed 
darker or muted, "he two sections were actually 
cut from the camera negative and sent to 
a smai. lab in New York where it went through a 
Chemtone process. Thai opens shadows allowing 
for greater density and lower contrast. 1 hey 
delivered back duplicate negatives of the two 
sequences, in effect an optical dupe with the 
desired colour and density built into it. We've 
searched many times over the years for the 
original negative, but have never found it. 

So, those muted colours are built into the 
dupe negative and there is no way to grade it or 
print it the way it was originally shot. You can’t 
succesfully pump colours back into a film that 
aren't there. There have been attemp ts over the 
years, .ike the old DVD, but the colours were not 
right, “he extra red in the sequence is in the walls, 
cLathing, skin, everywhere. And we asked the 
cinematographer about this, and his answer was 
that we should follow the film. So the colour in a 
number of scenes when it comes out on Blu-ray, 
especially the Last reel, will be quite a bit different 
from what it was on these DVDs and is more 
accurate to how it looked in 1976, That’s one of 
the great things about Blu-ray 

Read our in-depth reviews of The Bridge on the 
River Kwai and Taxi Driver, in the Playback section, 
pages 102 and 103 
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» Software highlights THE KING’S SPEECH The Oscar-snatching movie makes 

the move to hi-def THE GREEN HORNET Comic book action just perfect for 3D PLATOON Vietnam 

war classic is a must-own THE BRIDGE OVER THE RIVER KWAI Lovingly brought into the 21st 

century by Sony Co.orworks TAXI DRIVER NYC never looked so mean AND MUCH MORE! 
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7.1 -channel mix adds much-needed pizzazz to stereoscopic virtual world sequel 



Tron and Tron Legacy are films (unLike The Dark Knight) there’s no off-putting 












VERDICT 

Tron Legacy 3D/Tron; The 
Original Classic Walt 

All-region BD 


Disney 


(US import) 

(w w w, m oviety mexom) 

EssentiaL sci-fi Blu-ray 
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that enthuse and infuriate in equal amounts. Both 
the 'Original Classic’ and its belated sequel are 
films that don’t bear thinking about too hard, lest 
the plots fa LI apart like a spectacularly : limsy 
house of cards. Instead, both favour style over 
substance... and what incredible style it is l 
Set inside a virtu a L worLd, the visuaLs seduce 
you into thinking that things would indeed 
look like this inside a computer. And that’s 
how it works, until one of the cast delivers 
yet more dreadful dialogue that rips you 
straight out of the worLd the films create. 

But then another great action scene 
occurs to wash the banality away. 

Chris Jenkins on picture: Tron s AVC 
2.20:1 l080p encode flaunts the film’s 
age, filling the screen with rough-hewn, 
live action photography matched with 
crisp and vibrant (if extremely basic) 

CG visuaLs. While not the most attractive 


rendering you’ll ever watch, it’s about as 
accurate a representation of the film 


£43 Approx you'll ever see. 


Tron Legacy is a different 
proposition in both 2D and 3D 
incarnations. It switches aspect 
ratios between 2.40:1 (35mm) and 
1.78:1 for material shot using MAX 
cameras. While this is a little annoying, 
there’s no denying that the 1,78:1 
footage looks simply incredible, and 



edge enhancement in the rest of the material 
to compensate foi the sharpness of the IMAX 
footage. The MVC 2.40:1/1.78:1 lG80p 
stereoscopic version looks every bit as good as 
the 2D version, it’s crisp, razor-sharp and rock 
solid, with no distracting crosstalk. 

Mark Craven on audio: It s hardly surprising 
that Iron is showing its age a bit on BLu-ray 
with a DTS-HD MA 5.1 mix that is naturaLly 
.imited by the quaLity and precision of the 
original materials. More unexpected is just 
how good its sequel sounds. Mixed in 
7.1-channels for its cinema release, the 
Blu-ray’s DTS-HD MA 7.1 mix perfectly 
complements its 3D visuals. It’s pure 
reference-quality fare that makes 
incredible use of the full sound stage. 
Anton van Seek on extras: A barebones 
3D BLu-ray of Tron Legacy , a DVD copy of 
that film and a Digital Copy of the same 
count for three of the discs in this 
five-disc set, which leaves just the 2D 
Blu-ray versions of the films to search 
for extras. Tron fares best with ail of the 
goodies from the old two-disc DVD, plus 
a couple of new featurettes. Tron Legacy 
is less impressive, serving up a trailer for 
the Tron cartoon, four featurettes, a 
musk: video and a suite of video dips 
and an intriguing feature that syncs up 
an iPad for more behind-the-scenes info. 






























































PLAYBACK 101 


The Ki ng’s Speech 

Momentum-* Region B BD 
£25 Approx 

Having made off with 
■' stfu is of awards, 
this account of how 
King George VI 
overcame his stutter 
with the aid of an unorthodox speech 
therapist now takes its bow on Bfu-ray. 
While the film's story and style are 
very much that of a one-off I TV Bank 
Holiday drama, the astonishing central 
performances from Colin Firth and 
Geoffrey Rush lifts it above that, As 
for the disc itself, the AVC 1,85:: 1080p 
handles the leal and orange’-afflicted 
palette well and packs in plenty of 
detail. The DTS-HD M A 5,1 does a fine 
job handling atmospherics and those 
all-important royal speeches, MC 


Megamind: 
Double Play 

DreamWorks -* A it- region BD 
£28 Approx 

Given the array of 
talent voicing its 
characters (Brad Pitt, 
Will Ferrell Tina Fey), 
this animation from 
Madagascar director Tern McGrath falls 
surprisingly flat. Whether it’s the 
unappealing character models or the 
laboured script, nothing about this film 
rises above the ordinary. Also, the disc 
isn’t the reference-quality gem we 
expected, he native 7.1 Dolby TrueHD 
mix is a pure delight, but the AVC 2.40:1 
1080p CG visuals suffer from odd bouts 
of shimmering and aliasing. Copious 
extras include a PiP behind-the-scenes 
to a new animated short. AvB 


Burlesque 

Sony Pictures-*All-region BD 
£23 Approx 

Chr isti na Aguilera's 
debut feature tells 
the predictable and 
anodyne tale of a 
small town girt, who 
finds fame belting out musical n umbers 
in fishnet stockings at a burlesque club. 
The AVC 2.4Q :11G80p encode adds 
much-needed sparkle, with plenty of 
shadow detail to be found in the film's 
low-lit interiors. Better still is the potent 
DTS-HD MA 5.1 mix and the wonders it 
works with the ■* Im's musical numbers. 
Extras include six extended musical 
numbers, a commentary, five 
featurettes, a blooper ree 1. an alternate 
opening. Movie IQ functionality and a 
BD-Livelink. AvB 






We ashed you... 

Which Star Wars film wilt 
benefit most from 3D 
conversion? 

The Phantom Menace 
Attack of the Clones 
Revenge of the Sith 

■ A New Hope 

■ The Empire Strskes Back 
Return of the Jedr | I 
None - converted BD is 

a Lways ru bbi sh 1 


Results of poll from 
www.homecinemachoice.com 




Comic book action hero proves predictable despite ample opportunity to thrill 




The Green Hornet » undoubtedly 

a disappointment '"or fans of both the masked 
vigilante himself and of inventive filmmaker 
Michel 'Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind 
Gondry. With the latter at the helm and a slimmed 
down Seth Rogen playing the Hornet, something 
truly unusual was on the cards. But instead, what 
we have is a pretty standard mix of comic book 
action and tired comedy antics, with virtually none 
of the visual f Lair or creativity we'd been hoping for. 
Chris Jenkins: The Green Horne t may not be a 
great film, but it does deliver some pretty spiffy 
looking visuals in both its 2D and 3D BD 
incarnations, both of which are spread 
across separate platters (much the same 
as Disney does with its 3D releases), with 
the stereoscopic disc only playing back in 
3D-capable kit. 

The 2D version boasts an extremely 
agreeable AVC 2.40:11080p encode that 
does a superb job of capturing the film’s often 
bold colour palette and Intricate detailing - ably 
demonstrated by the restaurant showdown in 
Chapter 13, which goes from the vivid green of 
the Black Beauty's lights to the fine debris fLying 
through the air fol.owing the explosion. 

The 3D incarnation is much the same, looking 
ever so slightly duller, but still incredibly so Lid and 
making pretty creative use of the extra dimension 
during sequences such as the 'Kata Vision' and 
first fight In Chapter 4. It's not exactly ‘in your 
face’, but it's an enjoyable and accomplished 
3D presentation all the same. 

Mark Craven: Both versions of the film are 
accompanied by the kind of loud and brash 
DTS-HD MA 5.1 mix you’d expect from a comic 



■is 


them the doors off 


book action film. No chance is missed to 
create some whiz-bang directional effects, 
with the car chase that runs through 
Chapters 14 and S proving particularly 
effective, while big explosions (as typified by 
the unusual escape from being buried alive in 
Chapter 10) pack In plenty of room shaking bass. 
Anton van Beek: The 2D disc is stacked with 
goodies including an audio commentary, nine 
deleted scenes, a gag reel, six behind-the-scenes 
‘eaturettes, MovieIQ 'unctionality, a BD-Live link 
and a virtual cutting room allowing you to 
assemble your own dips from the film and share 
them With mends, " be 3D disc ditches all of these, 
bar the commentary and BD-Live Link, but adds its 
own dedicated bonus feature; 3D Animated 
Storyboard Comparisons. Here youTL find 3D 
animated storyboards for seven sequences 
running below the cLips from the film - although, 
weirdly, these fiLm dips are presented in 2D! 
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VERDICT 

The Green Hornet 3D 
Sony Pictures AL-region BD 

£30 Approx 

■; Oddly flat despite 
Impressive 3D encode 
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Rubber 

Optimum -* Region 8 BD 
£20 Approx 

Quentin Dupieux’s 
‘homage to no 
reason' will surely 
divide aud fences. 

: or no reason at all 
a discarded tyre comes to life with the 
ability to make people’s heads explode 
using telekinetic powers. Meanwhile, 
a crowd of onlookers provide a 
meta-commentary on the act of 
watching films It’s pretty weird stuff, 
but also a lot of fun if you’re in the right 
mood. The A VC 178:11080p encode 
looks fairly strong, but suffers from 
some edge enhancement, while the 
DTS-HD MA 5.’ ! audio is pleasingly 
creative. Extras include four interviews, 
a trailer and test footage, rtf C 


Platoon 

20th Century Fox/MGM ■* Ail-region 
BD-*£2Q Approx 

Oliver Stone's look 
at the human cost 
of the Vietnam War 
remains an effective 
piece of cinema and 
one that should be welcome i n any 
Blu-ray collection. The film's AVC 185:1 
1080p encode looks like a typical '80s 
film, one full of rough grainy textures 
and thick blacks. It’s not always 
attractive, but it suits this film 
particularly well and is easily the most 
accurate) presentation of the film I've 
encountered. The DTS-HD MA 5.1 is less 
impressive, coping well wit h ambient 
effects, but obscuring the odd line of 
dialogue on occasion. The disc is also 
packed with excellent extras. AvB 


The Doors: 20th 
Anniversary SE 

Optimum-► All-region BD 
£20 Approx 

Oliver Stone's 
asborbingbiopic 
ofsongsmith Jim 
Morrison arrives on 
UK B lu-ray sporting 
a D" S-HD MA 7.1 mix and a 2.35:1 AVC 
encode. 1 he HD picture quality will be a 
revelation for those still clinging to their 
DVD edition, with excellent shadow 
detailing and a naturalistic colour 
palette, although DNR appears to have 
been used, with a subsequent lack o ; 
grain affecting its filmic quality. The 
surround mix offers a healthy centre 
channel, makes good use of the rears 
and belts out music with gusto. Less 
extras than the US version, sadly, rtf C 


The Hustler 

20th Century Fox-* All-region BD 
£20 Approx 

With a career that 
covers star turns in 
the 1 kes of Cat on a 
Mot Tin Roof, Hud and 
Butch Cassidy... Paul 
Newman undoubtedly transcends 
stardom (Let's face it: he even had his 
own line of salad dressing). But he was 
never better than when he 1st up the 
screen as amoral pool hall hustler Fast 
Eddie Felson in Robert Rossen’s 196- 
cinematic masterpiece. ; his Blu-ray 
release features an attractive AVC 2,40:1 
: 080p black and white encode 
alongside a moody DTS-HD MA 5,1 
remix. Plentiful extras include a 
commentary, numerous featurettes, 
trick-shot examples and trailers, AfC 






Rich pickings from Lean’s masterpiece 

Blu-ray makeover is present and correct as movie is restored to former Technicolor glory 


The Bridge on the River 

Kwai finds David Lean at his absolute best. 
Every bit the equal to his later Lawrence of Arabia, 
this aston ishing World War epic stars Alec 
Guinness as Colonel NsehoLson. a no-nonsense 
army man, whose obsession with rules clouds 
his loyalties when he and his fellow POWs are put 
to work building a bridge for the Japanese in the 
jungles of Surma. On a collision course with him 
is William Holden’s Shears, an American who 
escaped from the camp and has been forced 
to return with a smalt team to destroy the bridge, 
Chris Jenkins: This BLu-ray release and the 4K 
restoration that birthed it stand as a testament 
to the incredible work be;ng undertaken by Grover 
Crisp and his team at Sony Colorworks, 

The Bridge... needed to undergo an incredible 
amount of work to restore it to its original glory. 
And that's exactly what you 11 find in this Slu-ray's 
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The Bridge on the River Kwai: 
Collector's Edition Sony Pictures 
At. - reg i o n BD £ 2 0 Approx 

Respectful BD treatment 


AVC 2.55:11080p encode. Admittedly, there's the 
odd transition or optical that looks a little rough 
around the edges, but this is entirely down to 
flaws in the source material that simply cannot 
be undone. Away Tom this you're greeted by the 
kind of incredible detailing and rich technicolor 
presentation that we aLways knew lay at the heart 
of the fiLm, but had been prevented from seeing 


VERDICT for so long. 



Mark Craven: 1 he Blu-ray’s DTS-HD Master Audio 
5.1 mix is less immediately enthralling than the 
restored picture, but has itself gone through a 
restoration to bring it back to its original lustre. 

As such, dialogue, music and effects all work 
as well as they every will (some gunfire and 
explosions sound a touch muffled), and for those 
worried about opening it up to 5.1 channels there's 
very little in the way of directional effects added 
to the mix, making it feel very sympathetic to the 
original elements. 

Anton van Beek: While it's not chock-a-bLock with 
extras, what's here should certainly pLease the 
fiLm's many fans, "he big new Blu-ray feature is 
Crossing the Bridge, a glorified pop-up trivia mode 
that allows the film to play out in a window as 
reams of info (interviews, book comparisons, etc) 
are unleashed across the bottom of the screen. 
Joining this is a BD-Uve link, 53mm Making of..., a 


short extract from The Steve Aden Show featuring 
William Holden and Alec Guinness, an animated 

photo gallery with Holden discussing the 
film's premiere as the accompanying 
audio, a vintage film about the building 
of the bridge, another photo gaLlery, an 
appreciation of the film from John Milius 
and two trailers. 
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Taxi D river remains the highpoint 

of the many cinematic collaborations of 
VI art in Scorsese and Robert De Niro, And 
this 1976 masterpiece even had to beat 
Raging Bull and Good fellas for that 
particular honour. 

De Niro gives an astonishing performance as 
Travis Sickle, a chronic insomniac and disturbed 
Vietnam War veteran who gets a job driving a cab 
in New York in an effort to break out of his lonely 



job possible of recreating it at home. 

While the nature of the film and the age 
of the source material means that the mix 
isn’t a dynamic as more modern titles, 
the 5.1 mix still does an excellent (and incredibly 
natural) job o r positioning the audio around the 
soundfieid and bringing the squalid New York 
streets to life. 

Anton van Seek: This Blu-ray takes the best 
extras from previous Laser Disc and DVD releases 



existence. As he searches for his place in the world and brings them together in a truly fantastic 


driving through the night, Travis becomes more 
and more repulsed by the filth that litters the 
streets and the people who inhabit them, before 
deciding that somebody - namely himseLf - 
needs to dean it up. 

Chris Jenkins: Not even reading about the film’s 
meticulous4K restoration (on p94), cou.d have 
prepared me for how absolutely astounding 
Taxi Driver looks on Blu-ray. Packed full of 
colour and detail, the AVC 1.85:11080p 
encode looks as about as clean and fresh 
as you could possibly imagine. Yet this is 
not the result of over-processing, but rather 
a long-awaited return to the film’s natural 
state, as evidenced by the tightly 
controlled grain structure evident 
throughout. Simply flawless. 

Mark Craven: A large part of Taxi 
Driver's success in creating its 
pervasive atmosphere can be ascribed 
to Bernard Herrmann’s exceptional 
score - and this Blu-ray's DTS-HD 
Master Audio 5,1 mix does the best 



package, "he highlight for fans is undoubtedly 
the 1986 Criterion Collection LaserDisc 
commentary recorded by Martin Scorsese and 
PauL Schrader, which never saw the light of day 
on any DVD incarnation of the movie. Joining this 
from the DVDs are individual commentaries by 
Schrader and film academic, Robert KoLker. 

The oLd interactive Script to Screen mode has 
been given a Blu-ray update that makes it 
much more immediate and user-friendly 
than it ever was on DVD. ALso present is the 
71min Making Taxi Driver documentary, six 
featurettes (running the gamut from tributes 
to Scorsese from his peers to an interview 
with the filmmaker and true-life stories 
from real NYC cabbies), storyboard- 
to-film comparisons, four gal Leri es 
(Bernard Herrmann score, On 
Location, Publicity Materials and 
Scorsese at Work), the theatrical 
trailer, a BD-Live link and Movie IQ 
functionality. All of the video extras, 
bar the Making of... doc, are in HD. 



VERDICT 

Taxi Driver: 35fh Anniversary 

Edition-4 Sony Plctu res 

A [.-region BD 
£20 Approx 

An early contender for 
201 Vs Blu-ray of the Year award 
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True Blood 

The Complete Third 

continues the 

adventures of telepathic waitress, 
Sookie Stackhouse, as she goes 
hunting for her missing vampire 
.over Bill, following the shocking 


finale to last year’s : 2-episode run. This year’s 
major storylines curb the craziness (a little), but 
still find time to add plenty of new wrinkles to 
the mix - the most dramatic of which is surely 
the long-awaited arrive, of werewolves into the 
show's growing mythoLogy. Add to this even more 
screen time for the show’s best supporting 
characters (Jessica, Eric, Jason and Lafayette) 
and a brilliantly nutty new vampire in the -orm of 
Mississippi's vampire king, Russell Edging ton, and 
there's plenty to love about this particular slice of 
Southern Gothic. 

Chris Jenkins: As with past seasons, this Latest 
run of True Blood looks sensational in ; 'Q80p 
HD. Okay, there’s the occasional instance of 
banding, and the odd bit of shadow detaiL 
gets Lost in the pervading darkness that 
shrouds so much of the series. But 
otherwise, all 12 AVC 1.78:1 encodes are 
glitch-free and wholly representative of 
the originaL source material 
Mark Craven: True Blood continues 
to impress with its sound design, which 
seems so much more accomplished than 
you’d expect from a film, Let alone a TV 
series. Be it the subtLe atmospherics of 
the swampy bayou, the swirl ng voices 
that accompany Sookie’s attempts 
at reading a mind or the directions: 










dynamism of a no-holds-barred fight between 
vampires and werewolves, the DTS-HD Master 
Audio 5.1 mixes sound perfectly and drag the 
viewer right into the heart of the action. Couple 
that with some rich music presentation and 
perfect dialogue reproduction, and there’s 
really nothing to complain about 
Anton van Beek: As always, each episode 
is accompanied by a Recap and Preview, 
and there's also an Enhanced Viewing 
Mode with PiP in-character videos, 
pop-up biographies and histories, plus 
links to previous and '"uture episodes. 


The in-character videos (all 380 them, 
running 61 mins) can also be found on 
the final disc to be watched separately. 
Six of the episodes also get audio 
commentaries that mix a cast member 
with a writer or a director. Making their 
debut this season are Post Modems 
for each episode. 


Who ordered 
the stake? 
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True Blood: The Complete 

bird Season 
HBO All-region BD 

£50 Approx 

Great AV and an overall 

pickup In quality 

An 
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Treme: Complete 
First Season 

HBO-* All-region BD*+E5Q Approx 


Misfits 
Seasons 1 & 2 

4DVD-* Region B BD-»£35 Approx 





— V 


From The Wire writer 
David Simon, Treme 
lives up to our high 
expectations. Set in 




1 ' * post-Katrina Mew 


Orleans, it's a show that eschews 
simple plotting in favour of dealing with 
the people and culture of the city as it 
sets about rebuilding itself. While the 
AVC 1.78:11080p imagery is superb, it’s 
the lively DTS-HD MA 5.1 audio that 
really astonishes, thanks to the show’s 
focus on music, Extras include episode 
and music commentaries, an interactive 
guide to Mew Orleans’ culture, 
on-screen music info and a couple of 
Making of... featurettes. AvB 



a This""V series about 

‘superheroes with 
ASBOs’ has grabbed 
agrowing fanbase 
and a handful of 
awards, thanks to its superb young 
cast and brilliantly filthy scripts. 

This three-disc BLu-ray box (one disc f 
or Series One, two for Series Two) 
impressed us with sharply detailed AVC 
1.78:11080! encodes that make the 
most o'" the show's distinctive visual 
style. Rather less exciting are the Dolby 
Digital 2.0 mixes of each episode. Extras 
across both series take the form of 
short,behind-the-scenes featurettes, 
interviews and bonus scenes. AvB 



Mad Men 
Season 4 



Li onsgate-* Region B BD*E40 
Approx 

America’s most 
stylish TV drama 
maintains its high 
standard with this 
fourth run of IB 
episodes. The remarkable show hits the 
right note all the way from the costume 
design to the enigma that is its central 
character Don Draper. Splitting the 
episodes across three BD5Gs ensures 
Llonsgate delivers spectacular AVC 
1.78:11080 encodes that are every bit as 
sharp as Don’s suits. T he DTS-HD MA 5.1 
mix isn’t quite as impressive, but does 
what’s asked of it. Superb extras 
include commentaries for every episode 
plus lengl hy docu men tarries. A vB 


Archer: Season 1 

20th Century Fox-*R2 DVD 
£20 Approx 

his animated spy 
spoo 1 ' follows the 
exploits c' idiot 
secret agent Sterling 
Archer as he works 
for his mum (head of spy organisation 
ISIS) and alongside his ex-girlfriend. 
This hilarious show feels like the 
bastard lovech cd of James Bond and 
The Office - which is no bad thing. 
While st’s disappointing that there’s no 
HD release, this two-disc DVD set holds 
its own with crisp anamorphic 1.78:1 
transfers and lively DD5.' audio for 
all '0 episodes. Only the limited extras 
are a letdown: just Zimins of Making of... 
featurettes, fou r deleted scenes and an 
alternate version of the pilot, AvB 
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Summer Wars 

Manga Region B BD 
£20 Approx 

Anime director 
Mamoru Hosoda 
builds oo the success 
o ; his charming 2GQ5 
adaptation of The 
Girl Who Leapt Through Time with this 
beguiling animated feature about the 
importance of family, set against the 
backdrop of a global holocaust caused 
by a rogue Al invading an omnipresent 
Second Life-sty le virtual world. The AVC 
1.78:1' 080p encode is bursting with 
colour and handles the typically diffuse 
Madman animation style with ease, 
while the Dolby TrueHD 5.1 audio (in 
Japanese or English) features excellent 
separation. Extras are tinreted to 
interviews and trailers. JWC 


Confessions 

Third Window-» Region B BD/R2 

DVD -> £28 Approx 

' his shocking school 
d rama is far removed 
from the candy- 
coloured worlds 
created by "etsuya 
'Kamikaze Gfirls" Nakashsma for h is 
earlier hits.' his is a considerably darker 
film {sn tone and style), but it isn't long 
before the sheer amount of visual 
imagination on show reassures you 
that this shocker is indeed the product 
of one of Japan's most gifted 
filmmakers. The Biu-ray features 
a pristine AVC 178:1108Op image 
and beautifully nuanced DTS-HD MA 5.1 
mix. A bonus DVD is given over to a 
70min Making of.., a 17min interview 
featurette, trailers and TV spots. AvB 


Wooch i: The 
Demon Slayer 

Cine Asia*» All-region BD 
£25 Approx 

Kang Dong Won stars 
as the titular wizard in 
this Korean box o* ; ce 
smash. The action 
scenes and amazingly 
accomplished visual effects provide 
plenty of thrills, but it’s the playful 
performances and engaging characters 
that make this t ime-hopping, 
act ion-f antasy-comedy such a joy to 
watch. Good, too, are a cleanly rendered 
AVC 2.40:11080p encode and nicely 
balanced (if never truly explosive) 
DTS-HD MA 5. Korean language track. 
Extras include deleted scenes, endless 
featurettes and an audio commentary 
by Asian film ex perts, MC 


Uncle Boonmee 

Who Can Recall 

H is Past Lives 

Mew Wave Films »► At i-region BD 
£20 Approx 

Apschatporrg 
Weerasethakul’s 
unlikely Palme d'Qr 
wi nner tells of a man 
who. In dying, recalls 
encountering ghosts and forest 
creatures in his past lives. It’s a 
beguiling piece of cinema, and New 
Wave ; ilms make a strong Impression 
with its debut Biu-ray, packing in a 
bright and clear AVC 1.85:1108GS50 
encode and atmospheric Thai DTS-HD 
MA 5.1 and LPCM 2.0 soundtracks. 
Extras include an interview with the 
director, deleted scenes {at 24fps), 
a short film and trailer. AvB 






Swords, sandals and sexploitation 

Gory Roman-epic-flavoured TV series iocks subtlety, but wins on detailed visuals 


Spartacus: Blood and 








Sand 


The Complete First 


Series is the ultimate in 'guilty pleasure’ 

I V. Never afraid to push the boundaries of 
taste and decency, this 13-episode debut 
season o - ' the rollicking, ‘adults on.y’ take on 
the historical story of glad iator-turned-slave- 
re be LI ion-leader Spartacus is awash with gore, sex 
and the most ribald and inventive swearing since 
Deadwood left our screens. It makes up for its 
rampant dumbness with 300-style action scenes 
and plenty of naked romping (featuring everyone 
from Lucy ‘Xena‘ Lawless to, guLp, John Hannah), 
tremendous fun for lovers of trash TV. 

Chris Jenkins: Spartacus: Blood and Sand wears 
its visual inspirations on its sleeve - most notably 
Gladiator and 300 - and as a result is one of the 

most stunning shows around at the 
moment. So it's just as well that 
this BLu-ray set’s AVC 178: 1080p 
encodes do such a good job of 
rendering it in N-def. Every individual 
hair, wrinkle and grain of sand is 
c.early visible, while the colour 
palette is 100 per cent true to the 
source. r he only real downside 
is that the extraordinary clarity 
of the image often serves to 



reinforce how shoddy many 
of the show’s green screen 
effects realty are - but you 
can’t exactly fault it for that. 
Mark Craven ; Each 
episode in the set comes 
with a Dolby TrueHD 5.1 
soundtrack that is every 
bit as aggressive and 


unrelenting as the gladiators that 
populate the series. Naturally, it’s the 
many bouts of gLadi atari at combat that 
provide the most powerful and visceral 
acoustic moments, but even quieter 
scenes positively drip with taut, 
atmospheric effects and immersive 
surround elements. It’s not exactly subtle, but for 
a show as cartoonishty violent as this one, that’s 
definitely a good thing. 

Anton van Beek: There's a smattering of episode 
commentaries scattered across the "our-disc set. 
However, rather unhelpfully, they’re all hidden 
away in the ‘episode select’ menus, so if you go 
looking in the Special Features or Set-Up menus, 
or opt to ‘Play AH’, you’ll probabLy never come 
across them. On top of that, each episode also 
features a Spartacus Htstoricus: Pop Up History 
trivia function, and the final disc houses seven 
behind-the-scenes featurettes, a gag reel, a 
compilation of action scenes and a trader aLUn HD, 



VERDICT 


Spartacus: Blood and Sand - 

The Complete First 
Series Anchor Bay Region B 

BD £50 Approx 

ia- Unleashes all the sex and 
death you couid want on BD 
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hardware reviews combine the 
opinions of our experienced reviewers 
with objectsve technical data from our test lab. Here’s how 
we do it... 

HCC's gear reviews have a long tradition of combining 
the subjective opinions of experienced reviewers with 
hard scientific data from our test labs, T hat way, you can 
be sure that there’s no danger of favouritism or prejudice 
creeping into the reviews - when we combine the 
reviewer's opinions with the test data, we can be sure 
that the results we present to you, the readers, are honest, 
reliable and accurate. 

For over 20 years, we have been developing testing 
methods for every AV technology from CRT TV and VCRs 
to the latest 3D flatscreens, multichannel amplifiers and 
media players. Our testers have been trained by the ISF, 
Tektronix, Home Acoustic Alliance and other industry 
bodies, and we use industry-standard testing equipment 
so we can be confident our results make sense In terms 
of manufacturers’ claims. 

Our Tech Labs set-up consists of two main facilities. 

The Viswins Room 

■ I. I W I, W W I I .1 I Tt V I, 1 I 

Used mainly for testing TVs, projectors and speakers, 
the Viewing Room is designed to reproduce the conditions 
found in a typical mid-range home cinema installation. 
Created by award-winning custom installers Pounds 
(www.poundstv.co.uk), it’s completely Light-proofed 
for testing of TVs and projectors, is partially soundproofed 
using Acoustiblok (www.acoustiblok.com), and has been 
acoustically treated and tuned using custom absorbers and 
diffusers by the experts at RPG (www.rpg-europe.co.uk). 

The room has a resident Crystal Acoustics TX-T2 7.2 
speaker system, Onkyo TX-NR5008 receiver and a 


Screen Researc" IQCNn projection screen, TVs, projectors 
and amplifiers are moved in as needed for testing. We use 
a ‘ V stand from Gecko (wvvw.geckQ-furniture.CQ.uk) for 
mounting flatscreens, A Philips 46PFL9705H TV Is used 
for 3D movie and games playback. The room is fully 
cabled with speaker, HD Mi, and interconnects from 
Peerless. Multiple displays can be fed from the same 
source using a Gefen 2-in-4-out \ ‘.DM! switcher/splitter, 
and the room is also equipped with network connections. 

The testing equipment used for TVs and pro.ectors 
is the ChromaBPro meter and Chroma Pure Pro 
software supplied by Kalibrate Ltd (www.kalibrate.co.uk). 

This sophisticated tristimuius co Lori meter and analysis 
software aLlows us to measure functions such as contrast 
ratio, colour temperature and luminance, all essentials in 
picture performance. 

UK |HK I jB1| gjHK* ■JH If 
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MalnLy used for performance analysis of amplifiers 
and players, the Test Lab is equipped with an Audio 
Precision APX5S5 muLtichannel anaLyser. This generates 
programmable test signals, and runs a huge range of 
tests of ’"unctions such as output power, frequency 
response and distortion, ll also has digital audio test 
functions, A Tektronix VM7QG is used for analysis of 
analogue video signals. 

Cables for the test system are again from Peerless. 

In addition to the main test units, we use a number 
of audio and video signal generators r "rom Sencore and 
Snell &i Wilcox, analogue test equipment such as a 
oscilloscope, mains power meters from Map Lin, a Library 
of test and measurement DVDs and BLu-rays (plus ail 
the newest software releases), and standardised digital 
files for media players. 




TV power consumption: Watts 



White serpen: This is a 
measurement of a 
display’s power 

consumption in Watts 
when displaying a pure 
white lOGiRE signal 
with muted audio 


Test footage: Here 

the power 
consumption is 
measured with a 
looped test sequence 
of live footage 
(complete with 
explosions!) and the 
audio volume up 


TV contrast: ratio 


Claimed 

10,000;! 



Actual 

450:1 


Picture; Contrast ratio 

claims by TV 
manufacturers are 
often extravagant, and 

don't follow an 
established standard. 

Our real-world 

measurements cut 
through the hype and 
allow one brand's 

contrast to be 
compared with another 
in a consistent way 


Colour temp: Kelvi Blu-ray/DVD power consumption: Watts 


c 



Presets; Most TVs 

default to a picture 

setting, which is too 
bright and 'hot’(blue), 
in order to make them 
look good in shops, but 
also have a choice of 

colour temperature 
presets. We tell you 
which of these gets 

closest to the industry* 
standard setting of 
6,500k (D65) 


200 300 

too 400 


0 SCO 

Idling: By ELI 

regulation, standby 
power consumption for 
most devices is now 
under ivy, so we don't 
usually measure this; 

but the consumption 
when power is on can 
be considers bly higher, 
so we measure this 
for DVD and Blu- ray 

players and some 
othe? devices 


200 3GQ 

100 40(5 



0 500 

Playing: When a disc is 

spinning, the device’s 

power consumption 
usua lly rises, so we 

measure when playing 
a standard disc. In 
theory, tried ia players 
should display no 
change i n consumption 

when playing 
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Audio Jitter: Ps 

1 x 00 

500 1.500 


0 2.000 

Sound: The analogue 
audio jitter from a 
device such as a BS u-ray 
player is measured in 
picoseconds. The lower 

the number, the better, 
Though analogue 
audio output is perhaps 
rarely used, jitter is 
often a good indicator 
of the general build 
and component quality 

of many devices 





















Test bench: The Viewing Room 
(above) simulates a typical home 
cinema, while the MSI laptop runs 

test software for the APX585 

analyser (right) and ChromaPure 



For testing of media software and portable testing 
applications, we use an MSI GT640 laptop PC with HDMI 
output and SRS sound. 


Results 

All this testng generates a huge mount of data, which 
is fed into product reviews and stored on our database. 
From this we can establish performance averages which 


help us to keep our scoring realistic. Of course, this mass 
of information is too unwieldy and detailed to publish 
in the magazine unedited, so our next job is to present 
it in a way which is meaningful and easy to understand. 
Our graphical presentations (see below) should make it 
ail more digestibLe. So, while one key reviewer is normally 
by*-lined for our tests, the whole team wiLl have been 
involved in bringing you results you can rely on 


Video Jitter: Ns 


Loading: Boot/Java 


AVR power Watts Amp o utput p owe r: Watts (8fz, 0.5% T HO) 


Pure power Watts 


Signal/noise: do 


30 



Vision: Again, the 
analogue video fitter of 
a DVD or BD player may 
be less relevant when 
the digital output is 
normally used, but it is 
a good indicator of 
general build and 
component Quality. Wb 
also measure other 
video quality indicators 

such as chroma 
crosstalk and frequency 
response at 5.8MHz 


Boot speed & 
tray elect 



Tray into 





Disc loading & Java: 

Blu-ray disc players can 
be annoyingly slow to 

load and play discs, 
thanks mainly to the 
DRM and lava content . 

We measure t imes 
from power on to tray 
opening, and tray 
m to boot menu on a 
standard BD disc 



Powered: Power 
consumption of an AV 

amp can be high, but 
it's a requirement of 
decent output levels. 

We measure 
consumption in two 
states, when idle, and 

when loaded with 
a multichannel 
surround system 



2-channel 80: 

Manufacturers' claims 
for amplifier output 
power cars be wildly 
exaggerated, and 
testing standards vary 
widely, Our tests deliver 
a figure for stereo 
performance with an 
80 load, and quote a 
Total Harmonic 
Distortion result 


5-channel 8a: In 

most cases, 
multichannel 
performance will not 
match up to the 
two-channel figure. We 
push the products to its 
limit in multi-channel 
mode and quote the 
figure reached before 

unacceptable 
distortion results 


■ flmkyfc TX-SH6A7 

lHH lBD'vV 

Uarar/tzAtfS003 

no w 

PWD WflfrZflQQ 

I 140 'A 1 

SPfff5TR-DA 5300E5 

Fidelity firewall: This 
is our way of measuring 
an amp's output power 
ability before it is 
tainted by distortion, 
We measure at lKHz 
with an BSJioad to 
0,05% i HD to get an 
Indication both of 
output power and 
component quality 


20Hz _ 

-79dB 

Ik Hz 




20k Hz 

-48 d B 

5/N tests: These amp 
measurements reveal 
the ratio of signal to 
noise at a specific 
frequency, Low. mid 
and high readings are 
taken to determine the 
Imaging and sonic 
character of the amp 
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and iSnsfaili 


we ve ueen design my 
cinema for over 15 years, and our company 
has been established for over 60. 


You can visit our new showro* * 
London to get a taste of what 

Whatever your budget 


can do 


we can 


As a LucasFilm THj 

lelp transport tne movie experience 
the cinema to your home, together 
multi-room music and video, IT 
ms and automation to integrate your 
system into your home. 


installer 


can 


CEDIA 


Find out more at 

www.londonhomecinema.co.uk 

or call us on €20 8370 1825 
870-878 Green Lanes London N21 2RS 





Modified Qppo BDP-93EU and BDP-95EU units are available from AV Aficionado in multi-region (DVD) and 

multi-7one/multi-region (Rlu-ray/DVD) options. All products are supplied with a two-year warranty. 


Features include; 

* BLu-ray 3D 

SACD and DVD-Audio 

* Dual HDMI outputs 

eSATA and dual USB 2.0 ports with NTFS support 

* Network streaming and Wireless-N 


Designed for the Audiophile, the Oppo BDP-95EU 

also features: 

• Dual ES9018 SABRE 32-bt reference DAC 
(7.1 and dedicated stereo) 

* Balanced stereo XLR 
Toroida! transformer 



For further details and prices contact AV Aficionado: 

0845 370 0054 ] tnfo@avafictonado.co.uk 
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Splitting the Lord of the Rings 
Extended Editions across two 
Siu-rays is crazy - this is new 
technology: Why are the films 
being spLit? Remove the 
commentaries and beef 
up the quality. 

Not entertaining: load up 
the Blu-ray player, lay out your 
snacks and watch the movie 
only to have to get up, wash 
food off your hands, then 
change the disc. 

Entertaining: load up the 
Blu-ray player, Lay out your 
snacks and watch the movie 
to the end uninterrupted... 
Anonymous, via the website 


t 


it is inconvenient, but our 
resident software geek, 

The Beek, says he'd rather the 
extended edition LOT#? movies 
j*- ■ 1 were split across 

SV« r two platters 


tetter 



rlom wm 



to keep the bitrate highs: 
‘We’ve already had one Blu-ray 
release of the trilogy that was 
sub-par in picture quality, 

I don't want to see another, 
if getting the best presentation 
possible at home involves 
splitting the films over two 
discs (and don't forget the 
extended version of Return of 


the King is 251 minutes long), 
then that's fine by me.’ 

I i n I ar fer-lin Jr M H I ■ ■ 

I've just been reading the Latest 
edition of Home Cinema Choice 
(June) and in particular the 
correspondence about SACDs 
(Fox hunt!). You were interested 
in knowing if readers own 


SACDs. Well, i certainly do - at 
least : ,OOG, most of which are 
classical music - and i continue 
to buy them pretty regularly. 

I have a dedicated Sony SACD 
player as well as a Meridian G9i 
DVD/CD piayer, not to mention 
a Panasonic Blu-ray player. 

I guess i am a bit of an 

aud i oph i le/video p hi le as wa nt 




have a Philips HTS98G0W all-in-one 
system that uses a box with a digital audio 
Input connector. If i connected a Blu-ray 
player to this, would I get stereo or 
surround? The manuaL only gives a CD 
recorder as an example. I he Philips sub is 
also connected to the ..unction box. If I got 
an AVR plus a new sub, could I connect 
the Phi Lips speakers? 

Denis Long, Cork, Ireland 

The HTS9800W, like most 
other‘all-in’ systems, has 
its limits when you want to 
upgrade. You will, however, 
be able to enjoy digital 
surround sound by plugging 
the coaxial output of a BD 
player into the corresponding 
input of the HTS9800W’s 
junction box. This system Lacks 
a HDMI input, and so the best 


you can hope for is Dolby Digital or 
DTS - not their better-quality lossless 
iterations. In addition, the sub also 
contains the power amplifiers for the 
front and centre channels - there's no 
line-level output for an active sub, so 
you can’t upgrade your woofer. 

You could use the satellite speakers 


their polarity so they can be correctly 
connected to your new AVR. 

With that in mind we recommend 
starting from scratch. Shop around, and 
you’ll get a decent 5.1 sub/sat speaker 
system, Blu-ray player and HDMI-capable 
AVR for well under £1,000. Another 
possibility is Onkyo’s HTS-3305, which 
combines an AVR and 5.1 sub-sat 
speaker package. This has a current 
street price of around £300. Chuck 
in a good budget Blu-ray player such 
as Panasonic’s DMP-BD7S for Less than 
£100 and you’re laughing-theOnkyo 
AVR even has plenty of inputs for hooking 
up extra kit. 

Winner: Star Letter-writer Denis wins 
a copy of The Next Three Days on 
B:u-ray, courtesy of Lionsgate Home 
Entertainment. Its available to buy 



supplied with this Philips 
system in conjunction 
with a new subwoofer 
and AVR as a ‘stop gap’ 
measure (set the 
speaker sizes to ‘small’ 
in setup), but they 
would be the weakest 
link of any proposed 
audio chain. In any 
case, you’d need to 
remove the proprietary 
plugs from the Philips 
cables, and identify 


May 16, priced £25 approx. 
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Don’t be an Alan Smithee! Joining Home Cinema 
Choice's online community is free, fast and fun 


On the home page of www.homednemachoice.com, scroll down the 
right-hand side of the page until you see the Login box. Click the Join Here 
button, choose a username and then 
create your profile. You can upload 
an image to represent you online and 
use your signature to tell fellow AV 
fans about your own system 
automatically every rime you post 
joining the big AV debate online has 
never been easier! 



to listen to my music and watch 
my movies with the best quality 
equipment that t can afford 
I have to say that in the majority 
of cases my SACDs sound 
absolutely terrific, especial.y in 
multichannel sound where you 
invariably feel as though you're 
right there in the middle of the 
studio or concert hall What can 
be better than that? 

Rob Cawthorne, via email 

You asked in your June 2011 
issue whether readers owned 
any SACDs. 1 can confirm i have 
a large collection of SACDs 
and an equally large collection 
of DVD-As. In addition, all my 
CDs have been ripped to FLAG 
files using the excellent 
dBpoweramp and played back 
ustng a Logitech Squeezebcx 
Touch, which gives better 
results than a high-end CD 
player (thedata ss bit-perect, 
as no J on the f!y ! error correction 
is required as the CD isn’t being 
read in rea. time}, I his is topped 
off by a smalL collection of 
24-bit reference standard FLAG 
files from the B&.W collection. 
Clearly, therefore, : m firmly in 
the ‘quality rather than 
convenience 1 camp and this 
dictates my choice o r disc 
spinner. At the moment I have 
an aged Denon 3910 connected 
to my Denon AVC-AlHDAamp 
via Denon Link for SACD/DVD-A 
duties and a Denon DVD- 
2500BT transport handling 
Blu-ray duties. 

The ability 
to playback 
multichannel 
SACD and DVD-A 
will, therefore, be 

SACD: You can 
get thr ash metal 
discs, too... 


essentiaL when i eventually 
move to a single universal 
player,., and it needs to have at 
least as good, if not better, audio 
quality as my current setup. 

So please, continue to 
highlight audio capability in your 
reviews of Blu-ray players. 
Tennant, via his iPad 

Thanks for your views Rob and 
Tennant (and regular reader 
Dave Lockwood who also 
emailed in). If seems that 
multichannel hl-res audio is 
something that a lot of us still 
believe in. Let's all throw our 
iPods in the bin! 

EH H ^^H 

So, OJver Stone says, ‘Watching 
my children and friends looking 
at a movie on a computer 
screen with the Jghts on, with 
interruptions, trying to multi¬ 
task, is very depressing.’ 

I couldn't agree more. Ifm 
watching a film I have to give 
it 100 per cent full attention, 
or haven’t watched it, in my 
opinson. A film is made by the 
way it is assembled; subtleties 
such as the timing of cuts or 
aud;o cues can change the 
mood drastically. 

People who complain about 
Blu-ray, or watch films onLine, 
are nothing but cheap whiners 
as far as I’m concerned 
I don't see the point in 
watching a crappy low-res 
version on my phone, want 

the whole package, 
top-quality picture 
and lossless audio 
for my cinema 
room. I want to 
feeL my seats 
shake and 
become absorbed 
into the movie, 
not to be 


interrupted every time there's 
an announcement on the 
tram or someone on the bus 
wants to sit next to me. 
Anonymousvia the website 

Time travel 

I have a digital subscription to 
HCC and was wonde r i ng why 
get the magazine of June in 
the beginning of Apri.7 Does 
that mean that in December 
20111 get a magazine from 
February 2012? 

Michel Zuyderwiik, Netherlands 

Welcome to the wonderful 
world of magazine cover 
months - which get very 
confusing when you publish 
13 issues a year. We’ve had to 
invent a month caLLed Awards... 

Network advice 

I'm hoping to move house this 
year, which is going to give me 
an opportunity to overhaul my 
home cinema setup. I also have 
an extensive collection of DVDs, 
(over 1,000) and am Looking to 
store these digitally, 

'he probLem i’vegot is 
uncertainty as to how to 
progress. I would consider 
myself computer savvy, but 
I’ve tried to look around to see 
which method offers the best 
soLution, but can find no 
unbiased reviews anywhere. 

I know a Little about Network 
Attached Storage, media 
streamers and media players, 
but find it all a bit confusing. 
What are the differences 
between them? Obviously there 
will be pros and cons for each, 
but trying to garner enough 
information to make an 
educated judgement is not easy. 

I have already started 
collecting HDDs, with the 
purchase o' a 2TB drive to 
which I intend to start storing 
my collection, but would like to 
know the best way to proceed 
to get the best from wi-fi so that 
I can access alL this on both my 
projector and TV. (Not 
simultaneously, by the way), 
Another bug-bear is that 
manufacturers should put a 
minimum of two HDM outputs 
on their AVRs for those of us 
who have both a TV and 
projector. Or is there a method 
of sending the signaL from one 
HDMI output to both that I’m 
not awa re of? 



More and more of us are 
contemplating a network- 
based approach to AV media. 
At the top of this particular 
tree are proprietary systems 
such as Kaleidescape, 
with its custom user interface; 
but this starts at several 
grand. A Windows-based 
Media Centre PC can do a 
similar job, a lot cheaper, 
but not as elegantly. 

But if you’re prepared to 
put up with a slightly less 
comfortable driving seat, 
the same basic functionality 
can be assembled for a 
considerably smaller outlay. 

All you realty need is a 
functioning home network 
(either cabled, or wi-fi), and a 
large NAS (Network Attached 
Storage) device. These have 
one or more high-capacity hard 
drives, and can often be 
expanded with your media 
collection. Capacities of over 
1TB will be necessary for a 
large CD/DVD/BD collection. 

The important thing is to 
choose a NAS drive which 
is compliant with DLN A 
- companies such as Netgear, 
Seagate, WD» Synology, 

Iomega and others all offer 
suitable devices. 

DLNA enables a compatible 
med ia player to access the 
NAS drive. That media pLayer 
can be practically anything 
these days - a TV, Blu-ray 
player, PC, laptop, AVR or 
a multimedi a device. The 
pLayer will support HD video 
and HDM!, and so will be 
compatible with your home 
cinema components such as 
TV and projector. 

it’s not uncommon for 
mid-range AVRs to sport 
two HDMI ports for displays, 
though only one can be used 
at a time. 

The only real alternative is 
to invest in an HDMI ‘splitter’, 
in which case, make sure alt 
displays fed from if are capable 
of dealing with the same 
refresh rate and resolution 


Write to Letters, Home Cinema 
Choice, future Publishing, 

2 Balcombe Street, London 

NW1 6 nw, or email us at 

hcc@futurenet.co.uk 

Due to the volume of tetters we 

receive we cannot guarantee 

to print/answer them all. 
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Fibre Optic & LED Lighting 
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Growing [lumbers of 

jiHifcssitiiiii] h i line 

cinema installers in 

the UK are tummy lo 

Stiii>ect(ie fui nine 
optiu and LED 

solutions. 

not to mention oiu 
professional 
customers in 
Belgium, Switzer¬ 
land. Portugal. South 
Africa, the Czech 

Republic and South 

Africa, 


Photo: Artcousiic SA and Sphere Custom Design 


However, we're also proud of She friend I y. no-jargon sen ire Thai we offer DTV 

home cinema enthusiasts. Our fibre optic and LED lighting can add that finishing 
touch to your room, and you'll find it surprisingly affordable, and easy to install. 

fiLMliw use of liphiitij' ran irmkc .ill die 1 1 1 lYeie 11 l:l - hdueiiijusl n room witlu 


large TWprojecfior and a truly dislmdivc and personal space. 


lo (cum how fibre tip lie and l.bl) 
lighimu can feature in your pmjet r 
phone 01289 2RR399 und speak lo 
John or Peter, or e mail 
inf«(M, suirsopc.co. uk. See l iie 
website for step-by-mep home 
cinema lighting project reports. 
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Wood side 

Berwick upon Tweed. Northumberland. TD15 2SY. 
F: infofe^tarscane.co.uk T: 144 (1289) 112900 F: IHHSt 


Techlink HDMI 

cables 


3x1 





F * 


6802011m HDMI £27.99 

680202 2m HDMI £33.03 
6Q0205 5m HDMI £59.99 
680209 10m HDMI £94.89 


689207 15m HDMI £128 99 

Perfect fur connecting 
HD OVD, Blu Way DVD 
end Sky HD etc 




700202 IXS202) 2m HDMI £52.99 
700205 IXS205) 5m HDMI £74.99 



Please :: : 

website for latest 

prices 



n.m 



3x1 
switch, suitable 

for all HD 

resolutions 
including 1080 p 

Price 
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www.bluray-upgrades.com 

We are first lit UK to modify these machines* 


Panasonic 


Ponoionu llu-Roy Pio 










Ihlif Uni4J»4#l CIS 


•DT series 

Df.iR-BS ac-fics 
nc or see web site 

ore delaltsi 

7C0 mod 

anasonic Otu roy Homo 

* . T» • 4L ►lvi !i " * i'\r ■ *aSi # i:. ■ .** ”4 
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Cine mo System, mociir cjti&n for multLeonO 






MuHi region UpgracJoa to mosl Panasonic models! including dvd 



hfe- 






P/en5e phunt.* to hook nppointtnu 
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Home Cinema and AV 


u ^ j i 


Blu -ray Spec 



Authorised Panasonic Dealer 


www cinema-shop.co, uk 


Tel:01702 554100 


Wireless 2 Speaker 


Surround Sound AV Unit 

by Panasonic 


Free fllu-ray Player with selected LED LCD TV' 


fi 


3DTV on display at our Essex Shop 




Decodes 7. i 

Dolby HD 


Special Ofler to HCC reacJery 1 

Multi-Region DVD 

Blu-ray Players 

Panasonic Btu-ray DMP-BW5 


3D Btu-ray Player 
Full HD 1080P 


Multi-Region Home Theatre 


from only £09.00 



PBD 

DMP HD riOV 





Panasonic 
new range tn stock 
42 a» 46inch 3D TV 

3D TV IN S TOCK 


3DTV is herelt 



Btu-ray 3,1 Home Crnema 

System from £259.90 


5. f and 7-1 systems also available! 



Offers subject to availability - Only While Stocks Last! 


Pioneer VSX-LX03 


Out Now 

DWli 


New Ran 


See website for more offers ... wwwtdncma-shop.co.uk 

Buy N ow and Beat the VAT increase* 

Wh ite- U- Wait Upgrades to Panasonic Btu-ray Players - Most Models Covered 

oneerAV Amoltfiers -- out now! - Cali for latest oboes or see web for details 


Of r 











































































































































GEAR GUIDE DIRECTORY to advertise here please call lucie Gillespie on 0207 oa2 4252 




SCREEN FABRICS SUITAOLE FOR 
MAKING OR REPLACING THE EXISTING 


MATERIAL ON YOUR PRESENT SCREEN 



MATT WHITE 


We have a lull range Of 



Top qtirihry hp.i'.y duly ,vilh rip-tn 
fOrrtHl fibrg hi^cic DacKi ng 


Available in tm widths 


- ]fl Icru vvitte at £37.00 

- ?4 3cm ww flirwfln 


per UtWiM ruehu 

nr pan mere* 



☆ 

E«lhC 



☆ 

Friciwt. trma 

☆ 



RFAR SCRFFM 

_ I_1-5 -1___L_ - _ P . . -_ 1 _ ■ - ■' , - 

MATCH IAL 



Superb piclute qu ak\y 




Available in one width 

-243cm wide ai £60 linear mein* 

or pan meire 

Cania^i ClO.OO for order value 
under £100 
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Demonstration Studios 

Cinema Theatre 
Home Installation 
Multiroam Specialists 
In House Service Dept 

Mail Order Available 
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OR EMAIL lucie.gillesple@futLirenet.com 


CNEMA 

Choice 


" 



rooms 




* * # * * * * 
NOW 

celebrating 

OUR 

20TH YEAR 


161 Old Brampton Road, London SW5 OU 


T: 020 7244 7759 F: 020 7370 0192 


W: www.tnelisteningraom5.00m 
E; info#thelisteninaroonTs.com 




hull Home An Lomu Li on. 

Pro jeer nrt Amps. SLimxmtl 

Sound, SfitcIJiic Splcm&, SkT 

HI). L'uslom InstalLiiioiK 


Tl [\ Certified Profession j I 
Home Theatre 1 


'O In-sforc Demo Room 

r* (pitTliwfi Ihow) 

44 Miitn SL Mcfcburough S, Yuf H £h4 LJI3U 


til, 01T04 IBTSiT OTiilIJSlOt 
www.f th a m 0c In p-m »*ee .uk 



tiny sound tr vision m. 
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Experts in Sensory Stimulation 


Witlr over d0 years enpeiierue In tlm Hume Ciixjina 
seclc^p Dawson -<k &u replying, tiesagnm# 

a*hJ iwlatkig a^ard! % nrmy systems in bu.si:-^sses, 
tyimns arid on JuTtuty yachts 

Featuring latest products from Bang & Oufsen. Mrtdlan. 
G*e-st no Kate d z&ttape and fan) e t h e - btonrj &. Da ft sc ns 
ofLar a rangs of Ikmtw cinemas ro suit avary budget. 

Fanvetf for our outstanding aftercare, die t^oilds lead '' i 
£ dio Jisoal s-sace imt: - usut a ^ &o 

u*ii3 you. 
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7.1 ;?wl® Rd Boor-K-n^uth RH4 907 i : 0t?{J? 76-1965 
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Seating 





Single & Multiple Seat Options 
BI-jlK a Siumi Strati In Stock 


Leatler £ Mierc Fib's Cfoth waliable in custom co'oufj upon request 



com 



Next Day Delivery Available 
Free Delivery | Personal Service 


Special Features: 

Italian leather * Grade 5 
Inclining back & foot rest 
Lumbar heated support 
10 point massage system 
Cup cooler & warmer 

Optionnl mini li ulijw 




Toad s NEW Bundle Offers Online HOW! 

tel: Ol 891 800801 
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StoreMags.com - Free Magazines Download in True PDF format 
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DUNE HD 
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"CURVED WOOD" 


"CABLE MANAGEMENT" 


"REAL BLACK ASH VENEER" 




















































Lifestyle home entertainment systems. Including Bose Unify intelligent integration system 



Bose surround sound brings home entertainment to life. 

Music becomes more vivid, movies more intense, sports more 
exhilarating, video games more involving. Mow, with the 
Lifestyle V35 system, premium quality home cinema sound is 
easier to enjoy than ever before. 


Unique from Bose. And if that simplicity is pleasing, its lifelike sound 
will thrill you the most. Bose* ADAPTiCf technology precisely analyses the 
exact acoustic conditions of your room: its size, shape and even furnishings, 
and customises your system for optimal performance. And with Bose link 
connectivity you can enjoy all your audio throughout your home. 


Breakthrough simplicity in set up and use Bose only Unify* 
technology automatically integrates up to six HD audio video 
sources - like your Blu-ray Disc" player, games console, cable TV 
as we as your iPod - combining them all into a single, easy to 
use home entertainment system. 

You' I control everything from simple on-screen navigation 
menus - and a single, intuitive remote control. 

It's so easy you' master it in minutes. 


Hear the difference Bose technology makes, Bose is known for 

making home entertainment thrilling. Now see how much 
easier it can be to enjoy. 

Find your nearest authorised Bose dealer at 

www.bose.co.uk/dea ler 
or call 0800 081 3448 quoting reference 16026 

Mon-Fri 9.0Q3in - 6.30pm Sat & Sun 10.00am - 5.00pm 

a free information pack >: Text 'Bose 16026' to 64118 



































































